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Sudan, U.N. discuss militants 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan’s interior minister met Monday 
with a U.N. envoy to convince him Khartoum was actively 
searching »i r Owe militants whose extradition has been demanded 
by ibeUJf- Secumy Council. General Balm Hassan Salih 10 W the 
U .N.’s Chinmaya Gharekhan that Sudan "has exerted serious and 
tremendous effort to arrest the suspects whom Ethiopia says 
entered the country, the official news agency SUN A reported. 
Mr. Sahh underlined that Khartoum was willing to work with 
Egypt and Ethiopia in searching out the fugitives even though the 
information supplied by the two countries was “scarce." He died 
Khartoum's extradition of the international terrorist Carlos 10 
France in 1994 as an “example of Sudan's willingness lo 
cooperate, SUN A said. Mr. Gharekhan arrived here Sunday on a 
mission to assess Sudan's compliance with a Security Council 
resolution passed in January demanding that it hand over the three 
militants to Ethiopia and end its “support of terrorism.” 
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Amir, 2 accused deny EsowSsr 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Yitzhak Rabin's confessed assassin and two 
others accused of conspiring to kill the late prime minister denied 
the charges Monday in a Tel Aviv court. Yigal Amir, his brother 
Haggi and their friend Dror Adani are charged with conspiracy in 
the murder of Mr. Rabin, who was gunned down at a peace rally 
on Not. 4. Yigal Amir, a religious ultranationalist who has 
admitted killing Rabin, is being tried separately on the charge of 
murder. Amir said he killed Mr. Rabin in order to slop Israel from 
giving up kind to the Palestinians, but later told a court that his 
intennon was. to injure Mr. Rabin — not kill him. On Monday the 
Amir brothers, wearing green sweaters and black ;kul leaps, sat 
next so each other in courtroom and smiled at their father Shlomo 
and sister Hadass who were in the audience. Shmue! Fleishman, 
Yigal Amir's lawyer, said his diem was completely innocent of 
conspiracy. “There is no connection here, we pleaded innocent to 
everything." Fleishman told the Associated Press. The trial is 
scheduled to resume April 17. 
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Regent condoles 
Likud leader 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Ponce Hassan, the Regent, 
on Monday condoled Israel's 
jjkud Party leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu over the death of 
25 Israelis in two separate 
bom bings in Jerusalem and 
Ashfcelon on Sunday. In a 
telephone conversation. 
Prince Hassan deplored the 
ioddent as ‘inhuman.** Mr. 
Netanyahu stressed his par* 
ty's keenness to continuing 
the peace process and not 
allowing extremists to under- 
mine it. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Monday conde- 
oraed an attack on Bahrain’s 
Al Ayyam newspaper and its 
chief editor, describing it as a 
sinful and cowardly act. In a 
verbal message conveyed by 
Jordanian Ambassador in 
Manama Shaker Arabiyat to 
Minister of Cabinet and In- 
formation Affairs Moham- 
mad Mutawe'. Mr. Kabariti 
reiterated Jordan's support of 
Bahrain with its all capabili- 
ties in its fight of terrorists. 
The premier sent a similar 
message to Al Ayyam chief 
editor Nabeei Hummar ex- 
pressing Jordan’s solidarity 
with Bahrain. On Saturday, 
an explosion ripped through 
a car belonging to Mr. Hum- 
mar, damaging the car but 
causing no casualties. 


Habibi to visit 
Syria today 


DAMASCUS (R) — Iranian 
Vice-President Hassan Habi- 
bi will make a delayed visit to 
Syria starting on Tuesday for 
talks on political and econo- 
«*hpr fifliiflh- mic ties, Iranian diplomats 
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panied by a high-ranking de- 
legation including Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. 
Diplomats said Mr. Habibi, 
who was originally due to 
visit Syria in early January, 
had delayed his trip twice in 
displeasure over Syria’s cri- 
ticism of Iran in Tehran’s 
territorial dispute with the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Ubya denies 
building chemical plant 

CAIRO (AFP) — Ubya on 
Monday denied a U.S. news- 
paper report that it had 
almost finished building a 
huge underground chemical 
weapons factory beneath a 
mountain southeast of Tripo- 
li. “The stories spread by the 
American media about a che- 
mical weapons factory in 
Libya are completely un- 
founded,” the Libyan embas- 
sy in Cairo said in a statement 
to AFP. "This is part of a 
malicious media campaign 
conducted by certain Amer- 
ican circles to drag down 
Libya and make false accusa- 
tions against the country," 
the statement said. 

No date for 
tripartite summit yet 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt, Jor- 
dan and the Palestinians have 
yet to set a date for a summit 
meeting, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said on 
■Monday. Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak proposed the 
summit earlier this month, 
saying the three leaders 
needed to coordinate in adv- 
ance of negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians on 
the final status of the Palesti- 
nian territories. 
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(AFP) — 
Iranian-backed Hizbol- 


r ^'-o-h^lah on Monday attacked an 
Israeli patrol inside the 
!; Israeli-occupied “security 
rep 1 zone” in South Lebanon- 
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Islamists may vote for 
government under deal 


By Sa’eda KQani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In what could 
be a major shift in the Islam- 
ists' position towards the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, the Islamic Action 
Front (LAF) indicated yester- 
day that it might vote for 
confidence in the government 
in a possible political trade- 
off. 

The trade-off should in- 
volve, according to 1AF 
spokesperson Hamzeh Man- 
sour (Amman), government 
pledges that: 

— ; It will not assume a 
leading role in normalising 
Arab relations with Israel; 

— Ir will not interfere in 
Iraq’s “internal affairs;’’ 

— It will enhance public 
freedoms and agree to 
appoint Islamists in senior 
official positions; and 

— It will base its policies in 
Islamic Sharia law. 

Mr. Mansour told the Jor- 
dan Times that the IAF 
understands that the govern- 
ment will not be able to carry 
out in full all these demands. 
As such, he said, the party is 
willing to settle for “clear 
government pledges to pro- 
ceed in the direction of 


achieving these Islamic 
aspirations.” 

The front will be looking 
for such clear pledges in the 
policy statement expected to 
be presented by Prime Minis- 
ter Kabariti to the Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Wednesday, said Mr. Man- 
sour, whose party occupies 16 
seats in the 80-member legisl- 
ature. 

“The front will make its 
decisions after thorough 
study of the government's 
policy statement,” Mr. Man- 
sour told the Jordan Times. 
“There are fundamental ele- 
ments in the government's 
policy that should be incorpo- 
rated in the statement and it's 
upon these factors that the 
front will make its decision.” 

The LAF demands reflect a 
pronounced change in the . 
front's stands towards the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 
The front has been a strong 
critic of the peace process, 
but comments by Mr. Man- 
sour and Dr. Suleiman Saad. 
another IAF deputy, on 
Monday indicated that the 
party was now resigned to 
accepting the state of peace 
between Jordan and Israel 
but opposed the Kingdom 
assuming a leading role in 


bringing about normalisation 
of Arab relations with Israel. 

IAF deputies said one day 
before Mr. Kabariti formed 
his government on Feb. 4 
that while the front might 
cooperate with the govern- 
ment on an issue- by- issue 
basis but it would not vote in 
favour of the government in 
Parliament. 

Dr. Saad (Jerash) said that 
peace between Arab coun- 
tries and Israel should remain 
“a peace between govern- 
ments.” It should not be “a 
rushed peace that transfers 
the Kingdom into an arena 
for quick normalisation,” he 
said. 

The IAF also wants the 
government to make good on 
its promise to maintain good 
relations with all Arab coun- 
tries and continue its policy 
of non-interference in other 
countries' internal affairs, 
said Mr. Mansour and Dr. 
Saad referring to Iraq. 

Dr. Saad said that the IAF 
would not base its stand on 
this issue on the personal 
positions of Prime Minister 
Kabariti, a known critic of 
the policies of the Iraqi gov- 
ernment. but on the pledges 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti sets up office 
to deal with complaints 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti on Monday 
announced the creation of a 
special office at the Prime 
Ministry to receive and 
address complaints from in- 
vestors. 

Mr. Kabariti made the 
announcement during a visit 
to the Investment Promotion 
Corporation. He said that the 
government was keen on 
backing the corporation and 
its role in cooperation with 
the concerned departments. 

He said all government and 
public departments con- 
cerned with investments had 
to exert all possible efforts to 
promote investment in the 
Kingdom. The Royal letter of 
appointment to the new gov- 
ernment called for giving due 
attention to investments, he 
noted. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the 
government’s policy state- 
ment to Parliament will reaf- 
firm its deterrfnnarion to ex- 
tend all facilities to the Arab 
and foreign investors. 

Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion and President of the 


Development Board Abdul- 
lah Ensour noted in a brief 
statement that the investors 
continue to face difficulties, 
especially in getting licence 
for projects. 

The corporation's director 
general, Taleb Rifai. pre- 
sented an outline of the cor- 
poration's objectives and 
programmes and reviewed 
plans aimed at increasing 
foreign investments in Jor- 
dan. 

He said the corporation 
plans to offer further incen- 
tives like exemptions of cus- 
toms duty, to modernise 
methods for dealing with in- 
vestors, facilitate procedures, 
increase cooperation with the 
private sector and introduce 
new plans for marketing Jor- 
dan's projects. 

Dr. Rifai expressed hope 
that the Jordanian embassies 
abroad will act on behalf of 
the corporation in encourag- 
ing investors to come to Jor- 
dan. 

Also on Monday, Mr. 
Kabariti called at the Courts 
of Cassation -and the Higher 
Court of Justice and met 


Judge Khleif Suheimat, head 
of the Higher Judicial Coun- 
cil, and Minister of Justice 
Abdul Karim Dughmi as well 
as judges and officials. 

The government will seek 
to strengthen cooperation be- 
tween the judicial and execu- 
tive authorities and meet all 
requirements of the judiciary 
authority to enable it to pur- 
sue its role, Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

He said that the govern- 
ment was taking immediate 
measures to deal with prob- 
lems faring the judiciary and 
the judges. 

Judge Suheimat pledged 
continued cooperation with 
the government and pre- 
sented the judges'drinands to 
the prime minister. 

Following the meeting Mr. 
Dughmi said in a statement 
to the press that the prime 
minister promised the judges 
that the government would 
deal with all problems imped- 
ing the judiciary’s perform- 
ance, adding that he himself 
will be following up these 
issues with the prime minis- 
ter. 


Killing of defectors revives doubts 
whether Saddam could be trusted 


CASABLANCA (Agencies) 
— Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein personally interro- 
gated and killed his two sons- 
in-law, according to a report 
published in an Arabic news- 
paper Sunday. 

The international Arabic 
language newspaper Al 
Sharq Al Awsat, citing diplo- 
mats and travellers arriving in 
Jordan from Iraq, said Presi- 
dent Saddam interrogated 
the two men and personally 
killed them after forcing 
them to divorce from his two 
daughters. 

The newspaper is pub- 
lished in numerous Arab 
cities, including Casablanca. 

The report could not be 
independently confirmed. 
Similar reports, also quoting 
unnamed travellers from 
Iraq, appeared in several 
Arabic newspapers Sunday. 
Others said President Sad- 
dam's son, Udai, shot the 
defectors himself. 

The two men, Hussein 
Kamel, and his brother Sad- 
dam Kamel, returned to Iraq 
with their families Tuesday 
from Jordan, where they had 
fled last August. 

Hussein Kamel, the former 
head of Iraq’s secret aims 
programmes, said at the time 


he intended to overthrow 
Saddam Hussein, but his 
efforts to become leader of 
an exiled Iraqi opposition 
failed. 

The defection of the two 
men was seen at the time as a 
major setback to President 
Saddam's rule and a bonanza 
for Western intelligence ser- 
vices. 

Hours after their arrival 
Tuesday, Iraqi media said 
President Saddam had par- 
doned the two men. 

But shortly before the kill- 
ings on Friday the govern- 
ment controlled media said 
that Saddam Hussein's 
daughters, Raghad and 
Rana, had divorced their hus- 
bands. 

The Iraqi media has por- 
trayed Friday's attack as a 
spontaneous uprising by the 
Al Majid dan against the 
defectors for staining the 
family honour. 

The report in the Al Sharq 
Al Awsat newspaper said the 
assassination was later co- 
vered up as a family feud to. 
hide the fact that President 
Saddam had committed the 
murders himself. 

The newspaper did not ex- 
plain why two of the attack- 
ers had themselves been kil- 


led during the shootout, as 
had been reported earlier. 

The two were among nine 
people shot dead when clan 
members stormed their home 
Friday, according to Iraqi 
media. 

The dead man were hailed 
as martyrs Saturday and hon- 
oured with a state funeral. A 
red. white and black Iraqi 
flag was draped over the 
attackers’ coffins as they 
were paraded through the 
streets of Baghdad in an open 
hearse. 

The newspaper report also 
said that a state of emergency 
has been declared within the 
Iraqi secret services and Pres- 
ident Saddam's personal 
security guard. 

In Cairo, the Arab Orga- 
nisation for Human Rights 
(AOHR) urged the author- 
ities in Iraq on Monday to 
open a judicial inquiry into 
the murder of the two prom- 
inent defectors. 

The Cairo-based non- 
governmental organisation 
said the Iraqi government 
must take responsibility for 
the killing of Hussein Kamel. 
Saddam Kamel and other 
members of their family. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Israeli Police surround the body of Ahmad Abdel Hamid (left), an American Arab shot dead by bystanders Mon- 
day after he ran his rental car into a Jerusalem bus stop (Reuers photo) 


Arab- American slain 
Jerusalem accident 
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Combined agency dispatches 

AN ARAB-AMERICAN 
was shot to death by Israeli 
civilians Monday after he 
smashed his car into a bus 
stop in Jerusalem, killing at 
least two people and hurting 
22 . 

The bystanders who 
opened fire apparently be- 
lieved the driver was a mili- 
tant who intentionally ran 
into the group of Israelis 
waiting at the roadside. 

Police commanders initial- 
ly said they were apparently 
dealing with an attack, but 
later said they found long 
skid marks on the road that 
suggested the driver was 
ttying to brake. 

The incident underscored 
the raw tension in Israel a day 
after two suicide bombers 
blew themselves up in back- 
to-back attacks on a Jeru- 
salem city bus and at a hitch- 
hiking post for Israeli soldiers 
in the coastal town of Ashke- 
k>n. 

Hundreds of police and pa- 
ramilitary border police 
rushed to the scene of Mon- 
day's incident at the Givat 
21eev intersection in northern 
Jerusalem, which divides be- 
tween Arab and Jewish 
neighbourhoods and is close 
to the West Bank. 


Jerusalem police chief 
Arieh Amit said the driver 
apparently lost control of the 
vehicle. 

“The picture is becoming 
clearer," he said. “Apparent- 
ly we are not talking about an 
attack, but about an accident. 
There are long skid marks." 

A witness said the car ran a 
red fight at the intersection at 
high speed and then smashed 
into the crowded bus stop, a 
gathering point for Jewish 
West Bank settlers returning 
home from jobs or studies in 
Jerusalem. Many of the set- 
tlers carry arms issued by the 
government for self- 
protection. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres told a special session of 
parliament, called to discuss 
Sunday's suicide bombings, 
that the driver was a U.S. 
citizen of Arab origin. Mr. 
Peres named the motorist as 
Ahmad Abdul Hamid, but 
did not give a hometown for 
the man. 

Mr. Amit said the driver 
was visiting the West Bank 
town of Ffamallah and had 
rented a black Fiat Uno for a 
week from a Jerusalem rental 
company. 

Mr. Amit said police ques- 
tioned the two bystanders 
who had opened fire on the 
motorist. It was not im- 


mediately known whether the 
two faced possible criminal 
charges. 

Israel radio quoted witnes- 
ses as saying the men opened 
fire after the motorist got out 
of his car and attacked a 
border policeman who ar- 
rived on the scene. 

Israelis meanwhile 
mourned the dead in Sun- 
day's bombings, some vent- 
ing their anger at Mr. Peres, 
who has vowed to press 
ahead with peace moves with 
Palestinians. 

A poll taken within hours 
of Sunday’s twin attacks and 
published on Monday 
showed Mr. Peres's lead over 
hardline challenger Benjamin 
Netanyahu — which stood at 
15 points on Friday — nar- 
rowing to three points ahead 
of the May 29 elections (see 
page 12). 

Sunday was the bloodiest 
day in the Jewish state since 
the breakthrough 1993 Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace deal. 
The popular daily Maariv cal- 
led it "black Sunday." 

In front-page stories, 
Israeli commentators asked 
why Mr. Peres had decided to 
lift a 10-day closure of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
two days before the bomb- 
ings. 


t n ay 


The army had been barring 
tens of thousands of Palesti- 
nian workers from reaching 
jobs in Israel, fearing a 
suicide attack to avenge the 
Jan. 5 death of master bomb- 
maker Yahya Ayash. 

On Friday Israel !if*:ed the 
closure. The hardli ne move- 
ment Hamas said its suicide 
bombers struck in Jerusalem 
and Ashfcelon to avenge 
Ayash 's death. 

After the attacks Mr. Peres 
reimposed the closure inde- 
finitely. 

Mr. Peres told parliament 
that the Palestinian auton- 
omy government must disarm 
an t'i- Israeli militants or risk 
“endangering its authority." 

Mr. Peres also reaffirmed 
that despite the attacks, he 
was committed to achieving a 
politico! settlement with the 
Palestinian Notional Author- 
ity (PNAL 

"The Palestinian Authority 
musr decide to disarm the 
terrorists or risk endangering 
its authority." he said. 

He called on the PNA to 
"outlaw those who act con- 
trary to the law. 

"The Palestinian Authority 
must do its pari, we wii! do 
ours. We will not halt the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan sees political rift 
Iraq separate from trade 



By P. V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan is draw- 
ing a clear line between poli- 
tical and economic relations 
with Iraq and wants to main- 
tain open borders and trade 
with the Kingdom's neigh- 
bour despite deepening poli- 
tical differences with the Ira- 
qi regime, officials said Mon- 
day. 

This means that Jordan 
would continue to receive 
Iraqi oil and send food and 
medicine to Iraq in line with 
agreements already signed by 
the two countries as well as 
keep the borders open for 
cargo and civilian traffic 
while expecting further 
strains in political relations 
with Baghdad. 

The rift between the two 
countries since the 1991 Gulf 
war over Kuwait became 
more pronounced when Jor- 
dan gave asylum to Iraqi de- 
fectors Hussein Kamel and 
Saddam Kamel, both sons-in- 
law of President Saddam 
Hussein, in August last year. 

The rift widened when Jor- 
dan denounced as “a pre- 
meditated criminal act" the 
murder of the two defectors 
after they returned home last 
week under a pardon given 
by the Iraqi leadership. 


Howeveri Jordan does not 
think that the strain would 
extend to economic ties with 
Iraq if only because of the 
mutual dependence of the 
relationship, said a govern- 
ment official. 

“Simply put. it is a ques- 
tion of Jordan needing Iraqi 
oil and Iraq needing open 
borders and continued flow 
of food and medicine from 
Jordan," said the official, 
who declined to be identified. 

“We have not found any 
sign that Iraq wants any 
change in the present status 
of economic relations; nor 
are we seeking any change," 
' added the official. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti was quoted as 
saying by Agence France 
Presse yesterday that "the 
official Jordanian position is 
to distinguish between poli- 
tical relations and economic 
relations.” 

At the same time, the 
prime minister added, Jordan 
was also waiting to find out 
Iraq's position “to see if it 
wants to change its' attitude 
towards relations." 

Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher said in an inter- 
view with British radio that 
Jordan supported all efforts 
to alleviate the suffering of 
the Iraqi people but was not 


involved in any plan ro topple 
the Iraqi regime. 

Dr. Muasher noted that 
Jordan had repeatedly said 
that while the Kingdom be- 
lieved that the situation in 
Iraq must change, those 
changes should be brought 
about by the Iraqi people 
themselves. 

He also said that Jordan 
had not asked Hussein Kamel 
to return to Iraq and the 
Kingdom had not expected 
him to be killed upon his 
return there. 

Dr. Muasher said Hussein 
Kamel was depressed by his 
failure to rally Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups behind him and 
this had prompted his deci- 
sion to return home. 

"This is an internal Iraqi 
affair and Jordan is not a 
party to it.” said the minister, 
adding that Amman was also 
nor involved in any efforts to 
bridge the differences be- 
tween Hussein Kamel and 
other Iraqi dissidents. 

General Wafiq Samara i, 
former head of Iraqi intelli- 
gence who defected to Syria 
in 1994, on Monday paid 
tribute lo Jordan's stand on 
Iraq. In a cable he sent to Mr. 
Kabariti from his exile in 
Syria, Gen. Samarai said the 
position adopted by Jordan 
"will be a catalyst towards 


bringing about change in 
Iraq.” 

Gen. Samarai also praised 
Jordan's public condemna- 
tion of the "heinous liquida- 
tion" of Hussein Kamel. 

The main Jordanian con- 
cerns over Iraq, as clearly 
expressed by His Majesty 
King Hussein, are that the 
Iraqi people are suffering as a 
result of the policies of'their 
government and that they are 
also denied basic human 
rights. 

The concerns are trans- 
lated into a policy of speaking 
out against such a situation 
while also trying to alleviate 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

"We may not be able to 
change the situation on our 
own, but we cannot and 
should not remain silent over 
it," a senior Jordanian offi- 
cial said recently, adding that 
economic and trade relations 
with Iraq should be seen 
separate from calls for an end 
to the suffering of the Iraqi 
people and for respect for 
their human rights. 

Iraq was Jordan's main 
trading partner before the 
United Nations imposed 
sweeping trade sanctions 
against that country following 

(Continued on page 7) 




Farrakhan challenges critics 
to investigate his Mideast trip 


CHICAGO (R) — Nation of 
Islam leader Louis Farrakhan 
was challenged the U.S. gov- 
ernment to investigate his 
controversial trip to Africa 
and the Middle cast and said 
he intends to accept financial 
help offered him by Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 

“I call your bluff. Bring me 
before Congress. It’s time for 
die showdown,” Mr. Far- 
rakhaa told followers in& 
four-hour speech late Sun- 
day, his annual “Savior’s 
Day” address that drew 
thousands to a stadium at the 
University of Illinois Chicago 
campus. 

“I want to bring me before 
Congress and ask me to regis- 
ter as a foreign agent. And 
Tm going to call the role of 
how many senators are hon- 
ourary members of the Israeli 
Knesset,” be added. 

Mr. Farrakhan returned to 
file United States last week 
from a 20-nation tour during 
which he was attacked by the 
U.S. State Department for 


“Cavorting with dictators” in 
Iraq, Libya and Iran — so- 
called “pariah” states the 
United States has tried to 
isolate. 

At least one member of 
Congress has also called for a 
government investigation 
into his travels. 

In the course of his trip Mr. 
Farrakhan was quoted as 
saying God would destroy the 
United States “at the hands 
of the Muslims” and he re- 
portedly won an offer ofjnil- 
Dons of dollars of financial 
help from Mr. Qadhafi. 

“Qdhafi is a revolutionary. 
He’s my friend. He’s my 
brother,” Mr. Farrakhan 
said. 

He said those who blame 
the Libyan g o vernment for 
the 1988 bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103 are “liars”. The 
bombing over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, killed 259 passen- 
gers and crew and 11 people 
on the ground. 

“Qadhafi 1 is hated because 
he's the leader of a small 


country that is rich. But he 
uses his money to finance 
liberation struggles... He said 
‘brother the wealth of Libya I 
will put behind the Nation of 
Islam'. That’s more than a 
building and I’m going to 
accept it,” Mr. Farrakhan 
said. 

He said Libya has been 
financing struggles against 
imperialists, Zionist oppres- 
sors and colonialists. 

“You must be all of them,” 
he said, tnming to the repor- 
ters covering ms speech. He 
later branded members of the 
news media “nicked de- 
mons.” 

Mr. Farrakhan also denied . 
news reports from Iran that 
he Had called file United. 
States a “great Satan.” 

“I'm not an enemy of 
America. I never said Amer- 
ica would be destroyed at the 
hands of Muslims. America is 
a preserved area. God has 
allowed every superpower to, 
be set down by America. 
And he left America for him- 


self,” Mr. Farrakhan said. 

Bnt he said Jews had 
“wrapped their tentacles 
around the U.S. govern- 
ment.'* 

Over the years Mr. Far- 
rakhan’s incendiary remarks 
have gained him indictment 
by both whites and main- 
stream blacks. He once called 
Judaism a “gutter religion” 
and referred to Adolf Hitler 
as a “great” man. 

But Ms successful organisa- 
tion of last year’s Million 
Man March on Washington 
— a peaceful demonstration 
that drew hundreds of 
thousands of black men to 
file capital to discuss commit- 
ment, responsibility and lead-' 
ership — won Mm new re- 
spect. 

The State Department had 
questioned whether Mr. Far- 
rakhan had informed it prop- 
erly of his intention to visit 
Iraq. Libya and Iran but he 
re-entered the country last 
week without incident. 



‘ISRAELI LIGHTS MEMORIAL CANDLES AT SITE OF BOMB BLAST: An Israeli man lights memorial candles 
on Monday at the site where a Hamas suicide bomber blew up a city bus killing 26 people on Sunday. The.szgu, 
erected by right-wing Israelis, reads 191 deaths since 13/9/93, which is the date of the signing of the Osloacconis 
between Israel and the PLO (Reuters photo) 


Opposition boycott hits Sudan’s 1st elections since ’89 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
start of campaigning for 
Sudan’s first general elections 
since a military coup seven' 
years ago has been hut by an 
opposition boycott, with the 
government’s leading oppo- 
nent describing the poll as 
“window dressing for dicta- ‘ 
torsMp.” 

Four days after the official 
launch of campaigning, the 
only election posters on file 
streets of Khartoum on Mon- 
day were the government’s 
calling on people to turn out 
for the vote. 

So far, no political rallies 
have been held and the tele- 
vision and radio spots prom- 
ised to all the candidates have 
yet to appear. 

Current head of state 
Oxtiar A] Bashir, who headed 
June 1989 coup that estab- 
lished Islamic nile, is ex- 
pected to easily a beat out a 


group of 40 hopefuls, most of 
them unknowns, running 
against him for president. 

Opposition groups and 
southern rebels turned down 
an invitation from Gen. 
Bashir to participate in the 
vote and have declared a 
boycott of the elections, doe 
to last from March 6 to 17. 

The poll will also select 275 
members of a 400-seat parlia- 
ment to replace the current 
appointed body. 

But candidates will be run- 
ning without political parties, 
banned by the coup as “an 
important from the West and 
alien to Sudan.” 

The Popular National Con- 
gress, representing the states 
and professional groups, has 
already elected deputies to 
fill the remaining 125 seats. 

The first campaign adver- 
tisement appeared in the in- 
dependent Akhbar AI Yom 


Lebanon snatches agent 
from under Israel’s nose 


BEIRUT (R| — Lebanese 
army intelligence operatives 
< trigged the whisky bottle of 
l wanted Mossad agent and 
'•Hatched him from Israel's 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone, security sources and 
press reports said on Mon- f 
day. 

Taking a leaf from the 
Israeli secret service's book, 
Lebanese agents last week 
siezed Ahmad Hallaq. a 
Lebanese wanted for a 1994 
blast that killed three people 
in Beirut and smuggled turn- 
out of the zone in the boot of 
a car, the sources said. 

Mr. Hallaq was sentenced 
to death in absentia in June 
1995. The Beirut court sai 
dhe carried out the Decem- 
ber 1994 bombing on orders 
from Mossad to kill Fuad 
Moughniyyeh, a Hibzollah 
(Party of God) security offi- 
cial and brother of Lebanon's 
most wanted 1980s kidnapper 
of Westerners. 

Fuad and two others were . 
killed in the blast in Hizbol- 
lah stronghold in southern 
Beirut. 

This was the first time 
Lebanese agents are known 
to have taken a wanted man 
from under the noses of the 
Israelis, who have an esti- 
mated 1,000 rroops backed 
by a 3.000-strong local mili- 
tia. patrolling the 15- 
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kilometre wide border zone. 

Israel has mounted several 
commando operations into 
Lebanon to kill or kidnap 
Palestinian or Lebanese guer- 
rilla leaders. 

It is still holding Hizbollah 
cleric Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid seized in 1989 and 
Mustapha Dirani. leader of 
the pro-Iranian Faithful Re- 
sistance seized by Israeli 
commandos from the eastern 
Bekaa Valley in May 1994. 

The security sources con- 
firmed a report in Beirut's 
leftist daily AI Safir saying 
the operation began "two 
months ago when surveill- 
ance agents in the zone spot- 
ted Mr. Hallaq and informed 
army intelliogence. 

“The elements collaborat- 
ing with the Lebanese army 
were given the necessary 
equipment.” the newspaper 
said. 

“Hallaq was drugged after 
a special drug was put in the 
whisky bottle he was drinking 
from. He was carried in the 
boot of a car that took him to 
the liberated areas through 
one of the checkpoints,*’ it 
said. 

Sources in the Israeli-held 
border zone, where Mr. Hal- 
laq fled a day after the 1994 
blast, confirmed his dis- 
appearance last week but 
gave no further details. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mdcorofogy. 

Temperatures arc expected to 
drop with a chance for scattered 
showers in the northern and central 
parts of the Kingdom and winds 
becoming westerly moderate to ac- 
tive. in Aqaba, sues will be partly 
doody. winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 


daily on Sunday, a foil page 
for presidential candidate 
Abdul Rahman Abdul Aziz 
Zubcir — a violation of elec- 
tion rules allowing only 
quarter-page displays. 

Sadeq AI Mahdi, the for- 
mer prime minister deposed 
by General Bashir's coup and 
now the fop opposition mem- 
ber still in the country, de- 
nounced the vote as “window 
dressing for dictatorship” and 
called for a “national unity 
government” to be formed to 
run “frett elections.” 

Nevertheless, one of Gen. 
Bashir’s competitors, Abdul 
Majid Sultan Kaijab, known 
mainly as a former chanuuon 
swimmer, told AFP: *T am 
confident I will win the race.” 

A total of 911 candidates 
are running from 15 of 
Sudan’s 16 northern states, 
according to the elections 


commission, which has yet to 

ann ounce the rem ainin g lists. 

Among them is Hassan 
Tourabi, file spiritual head of 
the Isl ami c regime, who lost 
in the last vote in 1986, but- 
now faces three unkn own 
competitors in Ms Khartoum 
district. 

Around 50 candidates are 
r unning unopposed, includ- 
ing fiie current first vice pre- . 
mier, AI Zubeir Mohammad 
Salih, and Labour Minister 
AI Tayeb Ibrahim Moham- 
mad Khair. 

There are 275 districts 
throughout Sudan, but voting 
will be carried out in only 35 
of the 45 districts in file south 
due to the ongoing civil war 
between government troops 
and Christian-animist rebels. 

Hie president will appoint 
deputies for the remaining 
southern districts, sources in 


the election commission said. 

Emergency laws bar single 
candidates from staging ral- 
lies during the campaign, 
although groups of candi- 
dates can hold common 
gatherings under the supervi- 
sion of the electoral commis- 
sion. 

The high number of candi- . 
dates swamped the election 
committee, which had to 
back off an original offer to 
help finance each campaign 
and then convinced nine 
presidential hopefuls to drop 
out of file race, committee 
sources said. 

The government claims the 
elections will usher the “tran- 
sition from military to consti- 
tutional rule,” Sudan has 
been on a see-saw between 
shaky democracies and army 
coups since independence m 
1956. 


Kuwait m^sllberati^ 
with low-key celebrations 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
marked the fifth anniversary 
of its Gulf war liberation with 
a national holiday on Mon- 
day bnt banned celebrations 
in remembe ranee of hun- 
dreds of Kuwaitis still missing 
from Iraq’s 1990-91 occupa- 
tion. 

Relatives of the missing 
draped skyscrapers in giant 
neon fla gs and yellow ribbons 
and wound yellow material 
around palm trees to back 
defrauds for more efforts to 
discover their fate'. 

“Kuwait is back on its feet, 
but my family is not,” said 
businessman TalaJ Salem, 
whose brother Jamal has not 
been seen since he was 
arrested by Iraqis at the end 
of the Gulf war. 

“I don’t feel particularly 
happy about the anniversary 
because I feel not enough has 
been done towards the re- 
lease of the Kuwaiti ho®-- 


Kuwait, a Gulf oil- 
exporting state of 1.8 million 
people, wants Iraqto account 
for more than 600 Kuwaitis 
including women and chil-' 
dren who went missing dur- 
ing file seven-month occupa- 
tion. 

Kuwait and its ally the Un- 
ited States say a full account- 


ing is one of several- terms 
Iraq must meet before tough 
economic sanctions imposed 
after its 1990 invasion can be 
lifted. 

Iraq has said it has freed all' 
those it captured during the 
crisis but has promised to 
continue to look at the issue. 

The emir, Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad AI Sabah, left on 
Monday fortalks in Washing- 
ton with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton expected to focus on 
Gulf security and a perceived 
threat from Iraq. 

The government headed by. 
the ruling Sabah famil y has 
said the missing people are its 
top priority. But many 
Kuwaitis say the government 
could do more to win free- 
dom for the missing. 

Few diplomats expect that 
all 600 are still alive. But they 
do not dismiss the possibility 
that several dozen or even 
several hundred remain alive 
in captivity in Iraqi prisons. 

Kuwaitis still seethe about 
Iraq’s 1990 lightning inva- 
sion and say they wQt never 
regain peace of mind while 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein remains in power. 

“This day five years ago 
was the happiest minute for 
our lives,” said scientist Has- 
san Nasrullah. “But just a 


few days ago we saw new 
evidence of how brutal that 
regime is.” 

He was referring to the 
killing of two top Iraqi defec- 
tors* on their return to Bagh- 
dad from six months' exile in 
Jordan. 

“Imagine the constant fear 
of haring this big monster 
bring next door," Mr. Nas- 
raliah said. “The longer this 
man stays in power the longer 
we will have fins trauma ab- 
out this man living in our 
badeyard.” 

“I hope God will punish 
the Iraqis in the same way 
that they treated our peo- 
ple,” said Hikmat Nasser, 
who was 11 years old when he 
spent 55 days in Iraqi deten- 
tion during the occupation. 

But oil worker Mohammad 
Sarhan said his experience of 
Iraqis who worked in Kuwait 
in the occupation showed Mm 
that ordinary Iraqis had no 
choice but to submit to Presi- 
dent Saddam's iron rule. 

“I became quite close to' 
- them. They didn't know why 
they were in Kuwait. But 
they thought that if they 
didn’t take part in the 
occupation they’d be kflled 
by their government. So 1 
feel bitter about Saddam, but 
not about Iraqis in general.” 


Turkey’s 
rightists 
resume 
talks on 
coalition 

ANKARA (AFP) — The 
leaders of Turkey's two main 
conservative parties resumed 
efforts to agree a coalition 
Monday after the pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party was sidelined 
at the weekend. 

“We will do everything 
possible to create tins govern- 
ment,” caretaker Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller — who 
talked to Motherland Party 
leader Mesut Yilmaz by tele- 
phone — told a meeting of 
her True Path Party execu- 
tive. 

Simultaneously, Mr. YIJ- 
maz attended a Motherland 
committee meeting to discuss 1 
how to form a coalition. 

'THe two leaders were ex- 
pected to meet as early as 
Wednesday after a 24-hour 
visit to Rome fry Ms. Ciller. 

Two months after incon- 
clusive parliamentary elec- 
tions, the two conservative 
rivals are attempting once 
again to join forces, after 
negotiations broke down 
Saturday between Mother- 
land and Welfare, led by 
Necmettin Erbakan. 

. None of the three parties 
emerged with an absolute 
majority when Turks went to 
the polls Dec. 24 to elect a 
new parliament, although 
Welfare, which has been cri- 
tical of Turkey's dose West- 
ern ties, captured the most 
seats with 158. 

Motherland and True Path 
had sought a coalition in 
January, wishing to block 
Welfare, but that failed due 1 
to the intense personal rivalry | 
between Ms. Ciller and Mr. 
Yilmaz* 

Ms. Ciller, who still runs 
Turkey's day-to-day affairs as 
interim premier, said Satur- 
day they could yet form a 
new coalition, after express- 
ing her relief over the 
Welfare-Motherland break- 
down. 

She said the future lay in a 
conservative alliance, 
although observers say their 
rivalry -might necessitate a 
cum promise figure coming in 
as premier. 
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77»5 information is supplied by 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Ala In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (<tX)532tXr- 
5. where it should a /wavs he veri- 
fied. 
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MEW IN BRIEF 

Tunisian, Italian boats exchange gunfire 

MAZARA DEL VALLO, Italy (AFP) — A Tunisian 
patrol boat fired on a Sicilian fishing boat Sunday, but gave 
up a high seas chase when an Italian naval vessel fired a 
warning shot across its bows, the ANSA news agency said., 
The Tunisian launch attempted to intercept the- trawler,' 
“Cesare Rustico," which had left the fishiftg port : of. Mazara 
del Vallo with eight crew on board at around S.aria. (0700 r 
GMT), according to the Italian navy. Machine gun fire was 
sprayed along the cabins of the Sicilian boat no-one 
injured, it said. Italian authorities say they tried to establish, 
radio contact with the Tunisian boat with no success before' 
firing several warning shot across the vessel’s bbws. Soon 
after, the Tunisians retreated from the scene. The incident 
occurred in international waters in the Sicilian channel 
north of Cape Bon off the coast of Tunisia. Sicilian 
fisherman have been boarded often in the past by the 
Tunisian coastguard and have had their boats or catch 
confiscated for illegal fishing. 

Bosnian PM to visit Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Bosnian Prime Minister Hasan 
Muratovic is to pay a three-day official visit to Iran on 
Saturday to discuss bilateral ties and Islamic affairs, a 
newspaper reported here Monday. Mr. Muratovic will hold 
talks with .President All Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjara, 
Vtce-Presiderir Ha&an Habibi and r Foretgn "MTmiter AH 
Akbar Velayati; the Iran News said/SilateitiltelatiOhs, the 
Balkan issues and Islamic-affairs ar&on fife ageridadf the 
talks, it added. The- English-language -d^y ..said* the two 
countries were likely to discuss Iranian help to toe 
war-ravaged country to' reconstruct itself. TTie Islamic 
.republic has repeatedly expressed support for Bosnian 
Muslims and its readiness to provide assistance. “Some 
specific plans will be finalised in this direction,” the paper 
said. Iran attaches “great importance” to file visit by Mr. 
Muratovic, who will be in charge of the reconstruction 
programme in Bosnia-Herzegovina, it added. 

Turkish industry pioneer Koc dies aged 95 

■_ 

ANKARA (R) — Pioneering Turkish industrialist Vebbi. 
Koc has died at the age of 95, the Turkish pjes&said on. 
Monday. Mr. Koc. rags-to-riches founder of tB6 giant Koc 
Holding, died of a heart attack while on holiday in the 
southern city of Antalya on Sunday, the papers said. The 
Koc group of more than 80 firms encompasses the Tofas 
Automobile Company, domestic appliance maker ArceHk 
and highly successful chair of supermarkets. Mr. Koc 
handed over the reins of his business empire to son Rahmi ■ 
1984. 

20 arrested for antiques smuggling 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police have arrested 20 people for 
illegal excavation and smuggling antiques out of Iran, a 
newspaper reported Monday. The suspects were members 
of a gang that secured the help of local people in unearthing 
treasures in villages in western II am province, Jomburi 
Islami daily said without giving the date of the arrests. 
Among antiques discovered was a sword with a human 
head from the second century B.C. and two human statues 
and a statue of a mouse from ancient periods, it said. Iran, 
which considers archaeological finds as national treasures, 
has stepped up the fight against smuggling, a- commor ' 
practice during the 1980-1988 war against -Iraq. The 
authorities introduced the death penalty in May for people 
involved in illegal trade in national and cultural' treasures. 
However, illegal excavations and trafficking in historical 
art objects are still common in Iran and newspapres 
regularly report police seizures of artifacts. 
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ody of woman found dead 
Sukhneh area identified 




By Rana Hussein? 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AM MAN - — Zarqa police Monday said 
{bey have identi fi ed the body of a woman 
found dead in the Sukhneh area of Zarqa on 
■Teh. 8, and that they have arrested two sus- 
' ccts in connection with her murder. 

Tbe woman's burnt body was found 
(Jnjcped near the Jenin Highway. Her body 
was set aflame and was placed over a pile 
of stones. A huge tyre was placed over her 
body, police officials said. 

Qjlonel Adnan Abdullai, direaor of the 
Zaqa Police Department, said that a 
woman from Jerash was reported missing 
b v her family since Feb. 8. 

Tbe police official said that the body 
found burnt belonged to the missing 
woman, a 44-year-old nurse and mother of 
four. He said the victim’s parents were able 
to make a positive identification of their 
daughter, when they recognized a silver 
crown on the victim’s tooth, 
initial reports estimated that the murder 


victim was between 16 and 18-years-old. 
Officials had said that an autopsy on the 
body revealed that the woman was preg- 
nant. 

According to Col. Abdullat, the suspects 
are brothers. He identified them as 
Mohammad A.M.. 47, and Mahmoud, 30. 

Mo hammad was said to be a sorcerer, and 
the victim was known to visit him fre- 
quently. 

The police official said that on the day of 
the murder, the victim, wearing JD 2,000 
worth of jewellery, visited Mohammad in 
Jerash. 

He said the suspects robbed and killed the 
nurse at Mohammad's home, then placed 
her body in a box and drove to the Sukhneh 
area in Zarqa. 

"The suspects set her body aflame in an 
attempt to conceal their crime," the official 
added. 

According to Col. Abdullai, the suspects 
who were apprehended by authorities on 
Feb. 24. confessed to committing the 
crime. 


Jordan, PNA agree to 
replace border crossing to 
facilitate trade exchange 
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| By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

"AMMAN — Jordan and 
die Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) Monday 
agreed tentatively to 
replace die present three 
shared border crossings to 
facilitate transportation of 
goods with the minimum 
security risk, a senior 
Palestinian official has 
said. 

Visiting Minister of 
Planning Nabil Sha’ath 
yesterday told die Jordan 
limes that the two sides 
were “exploring the 
expansion of bridges for 
the transportation of goods 
between Jordan and Pales- 
tine.” . 

The cost of 'expanding 
the border • crossings is 
likely to be met by Ger- 
many and Japan, he said; 
Refurbishment would 
include state-of-the-art 
security, capable of deal- 
ing with cargo transporta- 
tion. 

Israel's stringent security 


demands is currently hin- 
dering potential Jordan- 
Palestine trade exchange. 

Feasibility studies once 
drawn up by the two par- 
ries will be then handed on 
to the donor nations. 

Dr. Sha’ath and counter- 
pan Minister of Planning 
Rima KhaJaf independent- 
ly confirmed that further 
talks were scheduled for 
two weeks' rime. 

“It was a general meet- 
ing addressing the pro- 
posed projects, which 
should be financed by 
donor countries, and gen- 
eral cooperation between 
the two ministries,” said 
Ms. Khalaf. 

“We also discussed the 
visit of a Palestinian mis- 
sion -within the next two 
weeks. Then other meet- 
- ings will consider specific 
projects and will be held 
with donor countries,” she 
added. 

The Palestinian delega- 
tion is to consult with Jor- 
dan’s ministry of planning 
officials, aiming to benefit 


from its acquired exper- 
tise. 

Also attending the meet- 
ing was Basem Awudullah, 
the prime minister's spe- 
cial advisor on the peace 
file, who said the main 
thrust of the talks rested on 
regional projects to be 
financed by Germany and 
referred to Dutch involve- 
ment and the fostering of 
cooperation of all receiv- 
ing parties. 

Earlier this month Dr. 
Awaduilah told Quds Press 
that a tripartite meeting, 
including Israeli participa- 
tion, was needed to over- 
come obstacles impeding 
Jordanian-Palesti n i an 
trade and to stimulate 
transport and trade activi- 
ties. 

The projects specific 'to 
the ministries of planning 
were among those raised 
at the Middle East and 
North Africa economic 
summit held here last 
October. 
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RJ today will get new 
Airbus-320 aircraft 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national 
aircanier, Monday announced that it will take delivery of 
anew Airbus-320 today which will raise its fleet to 19 air- 
craft. 

The new plane will fly the medium and short routes to 
Middle Eastern, European and North African destinations 
currently being serviced by two other French-made Air- 
bus Industrie in opertion with RJ since 1990. 

According to an RJ statement, the two-engine aircraft 
seats 144 passengers. RJ’s other six wide-bodied Airbus 
310s seat 185 passengers. 

The statement said that RJ will soon retire of two Boe- 
ing-727 aircraft which have been in operation for more 
than a decade, thus shortening RJ’s fleet age to nine years 
down from 11, tbe statement said. 

It said that the airline is proceeding with its plan to 
modernise its fleet to ensure better air transport service at 
lower maintenance costs. 

France to finance study on 
modernising Irbid, Jerash 
and Ajloun water networks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — France 
is granting Jordan 5.5 mil- 
lioio francs (about JD 
786,500) to finance a study 
on modernising water net- 
works in the Irbid, Jerash 
and Ajloun goveinorates, 
according to an agreement 
signed by tbe two sides in 
Amman Monday. 

Mmisry of Water and 
Irrigation Secretary Gener- 
al Qusay Qteisbat who 
signed tbe agreement with 
French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet, said 
the study will take 18 
months to complete and 
includes plans for mod- 
ernising water networks, 
pumping stations, water 
towers and artesian wells 
in addition to an analytical 
study on the causes of and 
solutions to water leakage 
problems. 

Mr. Bajolet said France 


had earlier provided a 30 
million franc ( about JD 
4,269,000) grant to finance 
the Tabaqat Fahl - Irbid 
water project. 

He said this year France 
will provide a total of 100 
million francs 

(14,230,000) to Jordan to 
help it finance its water 
projects. 

Last month the ambas- 
sador told a regional semi- 
nar on water management 
that it will continue to pro- 
vide financial and techni- 
cal assitance to Jordan 
under protocols signed in 
1994 and 1995. 

Other French financed 
projects which are still 
beui«* implemented 

include the execution of 
the Adasieb water project 
and the drawing of water 
from Deir Alla in the Jor- 
dan Valley to Amman. 


\\ MAT'S 
GOING 
ON 


FILMS 

* “La Verity at the 
French Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:00 p-ra* • 

*. **A Sleep. With 
Anger” (to be followed 
by a tetepress confer- 
ence — a telephone 
link up between Jor- 
dan and the United 
States with' ' director 
Charles Burnett) at the 
American Centre <3:00 
pan. — 5:30 pjn.), 

* Chilean film “SandJ- 
naP On Spanish) at 
Abdul ■ Hameed 
Shoraan Foundation, 
Jabal Amman, at 7:00 
pjn. ' 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Engravings : ' by 
French artiste at the 
French Cultural Cen- 
tre (until Feb. 29). 
"Abstract (plastic) art 
by Syrian artist Nazem 
Haradao at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (unit 
March 5) 

"Abstract (plastic) art 
by Syrian artist Nazem 
Hamdan at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre (until 
March 5). 

* Abstract (plastic) art 
by Mirvat Emile Wah- 
hab at tbe Housing 
Bank Complex Gallery 
(until March 5). 

* Paintings by Jordan- 
ian and other Arab 
artists at Alia Art 
Gallery (until March 
5). 


Ministry to establish institute to 
train workers at local councils 


AMMAN (Petra) — In 
response to an initiative by 
HRH Princess Basina, the 
Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment will create a per- 
manent institute to train 
workers and officials 
employed by local councils. 

Speaking at a meeting 
attended by Princess Basma 
and members of local 
councils elected last year. 
Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat announced that 
work on the institute will 
stan soon. He said the 
institute will benefit may- 
ors, council members and 
other employees by 
enabling them to offer bet- 
ter services to their commu- 
nities and thus upgrade per- 
formance. 

Princess Basma 

expressed her delight at 
meeting with the women 
members of the local coun- 
cils, stressing that she will 
continue the drive to ensure 
the women’s success in 
helping to shoulder respon- 
sibilities in various social 
and economic fields. 

The council members pre- 
sented their views about 
their work and their needs 
to the Princess and the min- 
ister in an open discussion 
on councils’ work. 

Princess Basma also 
Monday attended a meeting 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Monday attends a meeting or the Jordanian National Committee for Women 
held in the presence of Minister of Justice Abdul Karim Dughmi (Petra photo) 


of the Jordanian National 
Committee for Women 
where she underlined the 
importance of this commit- 
tee in helping to amend Jor- 
danian legislation concern- 


ing women. 

The Princess called for 
increased cooperation 
betweeen the committee, 
the government depart- 
ments and the Lower House 


of Parliament, which, she 
said, can introduce amend- 
ments to law to benefit 
women. 

Participants in the meet- 
ing, who included Minister 


of Justice Abdul Karim 
Dughmi, reviewed a work- 
ing paper summing up the 
general resolutions and rec- 
ommendations of the World 
Conference on Women. 


Union wins battle 
against dairy company; 
labour dispute settled 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
General Union of Food 
Industry Workers has won a 
wage and benefits battle 
with the Jordan Dairy 
Company. - , 

According to the-Ministry - 
of Labour the dispute was 
settled following mediation 
by a reconciliation commit- 
tee acting on behalf of the 
ministry. 

A ministry statement an 
agreement signed by the 
two parties to the labour 
dispute requires that the 
company pay its workers 
annual increments of five 
per cent on the workers* 
basic salary provided that 
the raise is not less than JD 
5. 

The agreement also 
requires the company to 
increase all its employees’ 
wages by JD 5 and to give 
these workers an additional 
cost of living allowance up 
to JD 40, the statement 


said. 

It said that the adjust- 
ments and raises will take 
effect retroactively from 
Jan. 1, 1996. 

In addiiion.-the statement 
said the company manage- 
ment will be required to 
deduct 10 per cent of the 
workers’ wages and place 
the deduction in an 
employees’ savings fund. 
It said that the agreement 
stipulated that the company 
will also offer its workers 
dairy products worth JD 5 
every two months. 

The agreement requires 
that the company reverse 
an earlier decision on the 
dismissal of company 
workers. 

The statement said that 
the reconciliation commit- 
tee was headed by Hussien 
Quraan, director of labour 
relations at the Ministry of 
Labour. 


Association will not strike 
W.Bank lawyers — member 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jcrdan Times 

AMMAN — A member of 
the Jordan Bar Association 
(JBA) Council Monday 
denied a newspaper report 
claiming that the JBA has 
decided to strike all West 
Bank members from the 
association's roster. 

Salih Annouti told the 
Jordan Times that the 
report published in A1 
Bilad Monday was base- 
less and that such an issue 
was never on the JBA 
Council agenda. 

“We (the JBA Council) 
have not even discussed 
this possibility,” said Mr. 
Annouti, adding that it is 
too early to take such a 
decision, “especially since 
West Bank lawyers have 
not yet established their 
own association.” 

According to the A1 
Bilad article, the JBA 
Council cancelled the 
membership of 111 JBA 


lawyers residing in the 
West Bank. 

JBA vice president Ziad 
Khasawneh also dismissed 
statements in the article 
claming that he intends to 
travel to the Palestinian 
self-rule, area to discuss 
With Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) Minister' 
of Justice Faraj Abu Medi- 
an the status of the Pales- 
tinian lawyers’ member- 
ship in the JBA and the 
establishment of a PNA 
' lawyers association. 

Mr. Khasawneh said that 
most of the JBA West 
Bank lawyers paid up their 
membership fees last week 
in order to participate in 
the JBA presidential by- 
election in March. The 
president’s seat became 
vacant with the appoint- 
ment of Kamal Nasser as 
minister of social develop- 
ment. 

He confirmed that West 
Bank lawyers make up 235 
of the 3,000 registered 


JBA members and that 
they would jiarticipate in 
the March by-elections. 
So far. nine lawyers have 
indicated their intention to 
run but. have, not yet 
announced their candida- 
cy- . . : ... 

According to a JBA 
source who asked not to be 
identified, the strongest 
candidates for the seat are 
Walid Abdul Hadi, a for- 
mer two -term president of 
the JBA and a nationalist, 
Hussein Mjeli, a former 
member of parliament and 
also a nationalist, and 
Salih Armouti, a member 
of the JBA Council and an 
IsalmisL 

Mr. Khasawneh added 
that when West Bank 
lawyers establish their own 
association, the JBA and 
the West Bank lawyers 
will reach an agreement 
which would “make every- 
one happy.” 


Amman municipality announces closure of 5th Circle area 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Greater Amman Municipality has announced that it will close Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein Circle (formerly known as tbe Fifth 
Circle), one of the busiest junctures in Amman, as of Wednesday, due to a tunnel project in the area. 

The municipality provided the following map of detours : 


Wadi Saqra 
\ V Junction 



Closed zone 
I)etour 
Substitute road □ 
Opening (!§) 



Uqba Ben ^ 
Street 
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President: Taiwan prepared 
for Chinese intimidation 


TAIPEI (AFP) — President 
Lee Teng-Hui declared 
Monday that Taiwan was 
prepared to face any 
Chinese military intimida- 
tion and warned against 
panic as the local bourse 
dropped again and tensions 
with China mounted. 

“Be confident: The gov- 
ernment has counter mea- 
sures,” Mr. Lee told a cam- 
paign rally in Hsichih, out- 
side Taipei, amid a finny of 
press reports that spoke of 
potential confrontation on 
the Taiwan Strait. 

“After the Communists 
started their military drills 
(last year), we drew up 18 
response scenarios and they 
were prepared three or four 
months ago " Mr. Lee said. 

“Some people here pan- 
icked when the Chinese 
Communists test-fired mis- 
siles. But there is nothing to 
worry about,” the president 
told the rally, adding author- 
ities here “would hand back 
in kind” whatever the main- 
land did to Taiwan. 
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Me Lee, whom Beijing 
suspects is steering the 
island towards formal inde- 
pendence, is running for a 
second term as the candi- 
date of the ruling 
Kuomintang in the coun- 
try’s first direct presidential 
elections on March 23. 

As he spoke Monday, the 
local bourse finished 1.3 per 
cent lower, dropping 61.77 
points to 4,775.86 in the 
face of rising tensions. 

“In view of heightening 
tension across the Taiwan 
Strait and an economic 
slowdown here, retail and 
institutional investors were 
doubtful of die effect of the 
government’s market stabil- 
isation fund,” said Steven 
On of Jen Hsin Securities 
Co. Ltd. 





Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui waves to some of 2^000 ‘ 
supporters at the ruling Nationalist Party’s campaign 
rally in Thipei Monday. Taiwan is scheduled to hold its 
first ever direct presidential elections on March 23 
(Reuter photo) 


The government is raising 
a 2 OO-billion-Taiwan -dollar 
fund ($7.27 billion) as part 
of its efforts to boost the 
sensitive stock market, 
which often falls in 


response to reports on 
cross-strait tensions. 

Those tensions have been 
increased in recent days by 
news reports saying China 
is planning some sort of 
attack on Taiwan's military 
outposts on small outlying 


islands as part of its cam- 
paign of intimidation before 
the presidential elections. 

In the latest reports 
Monday: 

— The China Times 
Express daily said more 
than 200 mainland Chinese 
fishing boats were massed 
around a Taiwanese defence 
outpost on Kinmen, a major 
Taiwanese island which 
faces the Chinese coastal 
city of Xiamen. Taiwan's 


Sri Lanka opposition party 
leader slams war effort 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka opposition 
leader Ranil Wickremesinghe Monday 


roundly criticised the government for its 
war effort against Tamil Tiger separatists 


and for letting security in the capital 
Colombo lapse. 

But he refused to be drawn on the ques- 
tion on everyone's mind — whether his 
party will back the government’s limited 
autonomy “peace package” fra: minority 
Tamils. 

Ml Wickremesinghe, prime minister until 
Ins United National Party (UNP) was swept 
from power in 1994, decried the Jan. 31 
attack on the central bank whick killed 
almost 100 people and destroyed the heart 
of Colombo’s financial district 

He said the anny and police intelligence 
system bad broken down, there were not 
enough police on the streets an d the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
only had to be lucky once to score a major 
hit 

“We are just running out of luck,” he told 
a Foreign Correspondents’ Association 
lunch. “We are finding all problems coming 
to a head at the same time — political, 
peace talks, military and economic. This 
never happened earlier.” 

The aimed forces took control of the rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna town in December, but 
Mr. Wickremesinghe criticised the govern- 
ment for concentrating on the north and 
neglecting the east and Colombo. 

“The whole community centre, national 
centre, must be safeguarded,” Mr. 
Wickremesinghe said, adding that the 


lessons learnt by his government, especial- 
ly with the May 1993 assassination of 


President Ranasinghe Premadasa, had been 
lost on the government of President 
Chandrika K umaran t u nga. 


The LTTE are fighting for a homeland in 
the north and east and have rejected the lim- 
ited autonomy proposals. 

UNP support is seen as crucial to the suc- 
cess of limited autonomy, which has to pass 
an all-party parliamentary select committee 
and then win the support of two-thirds of 
parliament. 

The UNP, which has 85 seats in the 225- 
seat parliament, can block the plan. The rul- 
ing People’s Alliance has a one-seat major- 
ity with 113 seats. 

The peace package offers wide-ranging 
executive and legislative powers to Tamils, 
who make up about 17 per cent of majority- 
Sinhalese Sri Lanka and who have long 
complained of discrimination in language, 
education and employment 

The proposals go before the select com- 
mittee, where they need a simple majority, 
on March 7. 

Mr. Wickremesinghe said he agreed that 
limi ted autonomy was a national rather than 
party-political issue, but stressed that party 
politics was the nature of any democracy. 

He repeated the UNP’s support for devo- 
lution as a principle but said there were 
many questions yet to be answered. 

Justice and Constitutional Affairs 
Minister GL. Peiris said Friday the limited 
autonomy package was the last chance to 
find a political solution to the country’s eth- 
nic crisis for the next 20 years. 

Tbe package is due to be part of a new 
constitution that would also see the aboli- 
tion of the executive presidency, electoral 
reforms and guarantees of fundamental 
rights. 

“It is an exercise in constitution-making,” 
Ml Wickremesinghe said. “Whether it is an 
exercise in peace-making, I do not know ” 


Aung San Suu Kyi urges Japan to do 
more to promote Burmese democracy 


TOKYO (AFP) — Burmese 
opposition leader and Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Anng 
San Suu Kyi has called on 
the Japanese public to do 
more to promote democracy 
in her country, according to 
an interview published here 
Monday. 

Recalling her stay' in 
Kyoto a decade ago, Aung 
San Suu Kyi told tbe Asahi 
Shimbun that she felt that 
“many Japanese people 
cared about more than just 
business.” 

“But 1 think the con- 
sciousness of some 
Japanese people perhaps 
needs to be aroused a bit,” 
sbe told the newspaper. 
“Perhaps those who care 


about peace and justice are 
not speaking loudly 
enough.” 

Mrs. Suu Kyi urged 
Japanese “not to just sit and 
hope that peace will come” 
to Burma where she spent 
six years under house arrest 
until last year when the 
order was lifted by tbe rul- 
ing military junta. 

“I think the Japanese peo- 
ple must study how peace is 
linked to justice, to human 
rights and to democracy, 
and to do what they can do 
to promote it." 

“Since Japan is a country 
that has improved and 
developed and progressed 
very much under a democ- 
ratic system, I feel certain 


that the people of Japan 
would sym pathis e 'with our 
desire for democracy,” she 
said. 

“Tbe desire of the people 
of Burma fra democracy is 
based on the conviction that 
only if we have a system 
that guarantees basic human 
rights will we be able to 
make genuine progress,” 
Mrs. suu kyi added. 

“Japan, as the leading 
economic nation not just in 
Asia but in the world, has a 
duty to make people under- 
stand that economic growth 
is not everything but it is the 
development of the people, 
tbe happiness and fulfil- 
ment of the people, that is 
most important” 


security authorities have 
said China could use civil- 
ian boats as a front to 
launching an attack on 
Taiwan. 

— The United Evening 
News said the People’s 
Liberation Army planned to 
attack Wuchui, a Taiwanese 
islet just 50 kilometres off 
tbe coast of Fujian province 
where' Taiwanese troops are 
stationed. The newspaper 
quoted an unidentified 
media source in Hoag Kong 
saying Taiwanese officials 
believed China planned to 
take Wuchiu and had 
mobilised a large number of 
Warships around tbe islet 

Hie Defence Ministry 
said it was checking tire 
report and was monitoring 
Chinese troop movements 
but had no other infonna- 
tion. 

According to Defence 
Minister Chiang Chung- 
king, China is massing 
1 50,000 troops in Fujian for 
a milifcay drill in an attempt 
to sway voters away from 
independence candidates in 
the presidential election. 

The Communists and 
Nationalists split after tbe 
1949 civil war. 

China has since consid- 
ered Nationalist Taiwan to 
be a renegade province. 

— Tbe independent Hong 
Kong newspaper Sing Tao 
reported that grain prices 
had singed 10 per cent in 
Shantou, in the eastern part 
of Guangdong province 
which abuts Fujian, because 
of panic-buying triggered 
by fears of conflict in the 
Taiwan Strait 

The report contrasted with 
that in the pro-Beijing Ta 
Kung Pao daily, which said 
there had been military 
activities in Fujian pro- 
vince, but otherwise life 
there was normal. 


Indian 


government 


praises 
record as 


poll nears 


New Delhi (R) — The 
Indian government gave a 
glowing account Monday 
of its performance over the 
past year but maintained a 
steely silence on the politi- 
cal corruption scandal that 
has claimed seven minis'- 
ters since January, 

In a State-of-tbe-Nation 
address to both houses of 
the Indian parliament, 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma played up the eco- 
nomic record of Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimba 
Rao’s government and its 
development successes. 

“Tbe policies of the gov- 
ernment have put the coun- 
try on the path of growth 
enabling the people to 
realise their potential,” he 
told tbe lawmakers gath- 
ered at the start of the final 
session of parliament 
before general elections 
due by mid-year. 

Mr. Sharma made pass- 
ing reference to a mystery 
arms drop in eastern India 
last December, which had 
prompted opposition criti- 
cism of tbe government’s 
failure to ensure effective 
policing of India’s air corri- 
dors. 

The incident, be said 
“highlighted the need for 
constant vigilance.” 

But be tirade no mention 
of the $18 million bribes- 
for-favours scandal which 
has dominated Indian polit- 
ical life since January, forc- 
ing the resignations of 
seven government minis- 
ters and a clutch of opposi- 
tion leaders from the left 
and right. 

The scandal is expected 
to dominate tbe two-wedk 
session of parliament 
which was called by tbe 
government 

Tbe opposition Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), which 
has been hit hard by the 
corruption scandal, has 
said that it will demand Mr. 
Rao’s resignation before 
allowing the passage of the 
vote on account. 
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An opposition activist wounded by police firing at Tbngi rail junction near Dhaka is 
canted away by comrades Monday. Opposition leader Sheikh Basina vowed tougher 
action to topple the government as a strike shut down tbe country for a third day and 
a U.S. congressman offered to act as mediator in the dispute. Nearly 50 others were 
wounded in sporadic violence across the country (Renter photo) 


2 killed, 50 hurt in Bangladesh violence 


DHAKA (R) — Fierce battles between 
police and opposition activists left one man 
dead and nearly 50 people injured Monday 
as an opposition-lea strike gripped 
Bangladesh for a third day, witnesses said. 

In another shooting, opposition student 
leader Abdul Rashid was killed by rivals in 
toe northern district of Sberpur, police said. 

Life across Bangladesh was widely dis- 
rupted Monday as visiting U.S. 
Congressman Bin Richardson prepared fra 
talks wilh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia and opposition leader Sheikh Hasina of 
tile Awami League. 

Mr. Richardson, who has played peace- 
maker in Haiti, North Korea and Iraq, 
arrived in Dhaka Sunday. 

“We have some views and I will convey 
them,” he told tbe Bangladesh news agency 
(BSS). 

Official sources said Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Chief Emeka Anyauko 
had also offered his services. His previous 
effort to mediate in 1994 ended in failure. 

The United States is Bangladesh’s top aid 
donor. Ambassador David Merrill bas tried 
several times to mediate between Mrs. 
Khaleda and Mrs. Hasina. 

Witnesses said an unidentified man was 
shot dead by police at Tongi, a rail junction 
in the suburbs of Dhaka, when hundreds of 
activists tried to set an auto-signal system 
on fire. 

At least 20 people were wounded, four 
seriously, reporters on the scene said. They 
said police fired nearly 100 shots to dis- 
perse bomb-tteowing protesters. 

All transport stopped except' for rick- 
shaws and a few buses. Trains, femes and 
inter-city vehicles were idle and all bur a 
few offices were closed. 

“It looks as if we are living in a dead 
country,” said an official in the port city of 


Chittagong. 

“It’s more like the aftermath of a major 
disaster,” another nffirial in the southern 
city of Khulna told Reuters. “Practically 
nothing is moving. People are worried 
about what will happen next” 

In Chittagong, nearly 20 people were 
injured, many by gunshots, as fighting 
Woke out between activists and police try- 
ing to reopen the port which has been shut 
since Saturday. 

“The port area has virtually turned into a 
battle zone,” one Chittagong journalist told 
Reuters. 

Ten others were injured in sporadic clash- 
es elsewhere in the country. 

Monday’s violence brought the toll to 
four dead and at least 200 injured since the 
start of the campaign. Saturday. 

Mrs. Hasina vowed tougher action to top- 
ple Mrs. Khaleda’s government 

“I congratulate people from all walks of 
life for extending their support to make the 
non-cooperation movement successful,” 
Mrs. Hasina said late Sunday, the second 
day of the opposition-led campaign. 

“This will be followed up with tougher 
actions until Khaleda Zia is removed from 
office” 

Tbe “non-cooperation” campaign follows 
a victory in the parliamentary elections. The 
main parties boycotted the violence-marred 
poll. They allege tbe election was rigged 
and have vowed to force Mrs. Khaleda to 
hold another election within three months. 

Mrs. Khaleda shows no sign of conced- 
ing. _ _ - 

Opposition leaders told Ml RichStison at.' 
the' U.S. embassy Sunday thatJBangladesh 
would face more turmoil unless foe result of 
this month’s election was annulled and a 
fresh poll held within 90 days under a neu- 
tral caretaker administration. 


Car bomb kills 4 at central Tirana 


TIRANA (R) — Four people were killed 
and 14 injured Monday when a car bomb 
exploded outside a supermarket in central 
Tirana, police and hospital sources said. 

They said a retired army officer and a 
supermarket employee were among tbe vic- 
tims of the bomb, thought to contain 50 
kilogrammes of TNT, outside the store 
owned by one of Albania’s biggest con- 
cerns, Vefa Holdings. 

Albanian President Sali Berisha immedi- 
ately blamed die explosion on agents of the 


former Communist secret police Sigurimi, 
which was disbanded in 1990. 

“This is a fascist act organised by tbe 
forces of the framer secret police,” Mr. 
Berisha told Albanian Radio. 

However police said they were baffled by 
the attack, the first of its kind, and were 
seeking to establish whether the store was 
tbe intended target 

Witnesses said they heard three explo- 
sions which shattered the glass of nearby 
buildings. “I saw one storekeeper getting 
out with her dress burning and people 
streaming outside,” one witness said. 

Tbe supermarket was closed immediately 
after the blast, which happend a few ann- 
ates after 9 a.m. (0800 GMT). 


A police officer told Reuters he believed 
the explosion was caused by about 50 kOos 
of TNT placed inside a Fiat Regatta car 
with no number-plate. 

“One small part of the engine and a tyre 
are all that is left of die car,” tbe officer 
said, adding that several vehicles nearby 
bad been damaged by the blast 

The manager of a hotel some 100 metres 
away from the explosion said it had sent car 
debris hurtling into his rooms. 

Debris from the sup e rm arket which was 
blackened and charred in several places, lay 
scattered across the street 

President Berisha rushed to the scene with 
several members of his cabinet immediate- 
ly after the explosion. 

Albanian television showed Ml Berisha, 
a heart surgeon, comforting a blood-soaked 
woman in hospital. 

Vefa is one the biggest (ratting and invest- 
ment companies in Albania, with a turnover 
of hundreds of millions of dollars. 

Albania, under Stalinist rule for four 
decades until it joined other East European 
countries in overthrowing co mmunism, is 
expecting parliamentary elections by the 
end of May. 


Starvation threatens thousands in 


China after snowstorms — aid agency 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Tens of thousands 
in China's northwestern Qinghai province 
are at risk of starvation within the next 10 to 
15 days after the worst snowstorms in 100 
years hit the region, an international aid 
agency warned Monday. 

Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF — 
Doctors Without Borders) said in a state- 
ment that the situation is “extremely seri- 
ous,” in the remote prefecture of Yushu in 
Qinghai. 

“We had read reports describing the prob- 
lems but the team was quite shocked to see 
dead corpses everywhere when they got to 
tbe villages in Yushu. These people really 
have lost everything ” said Alain Guilloux, 
MSF director in Hong Kong. 

MSF said more than 80 per cent of the 
livestock has been killed by the snow- 
storms, adding that without urgent food and 
medical aid “these people will not survive” 

According to the group, some 25,000 peo- 
ple have lost all their cattle, 55,000 have 
lost over SO per cent of their livestock and 
more than 80,000 people were affected by 
the snowstorms. 

The storms started in November with 
temperature plunging to -30 degrees 
Celsius (-22 Fahrenheit) in tbe mountainous 
regions inhabited mainly by ethnic minori- 


ties including Tibetans. 

“Because our team has determined the sit- 
uation is so severe we have decided to do it 
in this case to stave off an immediate disas- 
ter,” Mr. Guilloux said. 

Tbe group has launched an urgent appeal 
for help in Hong Kong to purchase 1,200 
tonnes of barley flour which will provide 
60,000 people with 800 grammes a day for 
one month. 

Chinese press reports from Qinghai earli- 
er. this month said around 20,000 people 
there were suffering from severe frostbite 
add snow blindness following months of 
blizzards and Arctic temperatures. 

As of mid-February, some 630,000 head 
of cattle had succumbed to the icy condi- 
tions in the province’s Yushu Tibetan 
Autonomous ftefecture, which is on the 
Tibetan Plateau at a height of 4,000 metres 
(13,000 feet). 

Similar conditions in neighbouring 
Sichuan province have left some 50 people 
dead. 

Meanwhile, Hong Kong’s Disaster Relief 
Fund Advisory Committee approved Mon- 
day a grant of ($252,223) to MSF as a con- 
tribution to its emergency relief operation 
for earthquake victims in Lijiang, in 
China’s Yunnan province. 


Japanese zoos 
lure young lovers ^ 


TOKYO (AFP) — Shun- 
ning; expensive restaurants 
and trendy nightclubs, an 
increasing number of 
young Japanese couples 
are dating at zoos,- accord- 
ing to a survey by a major 
zoological garden. Ueno 
Zoo, foe main zoo in Tok- 
yo, found young couples 
accounted fra more than 30 
per cent of its visitors for 
three days in mid- January, 
up from 10 per cent in 1988 
when the Japanese econo- 
my was going through an 
unprecedented boom. The 
ratio of families decreased 
from 70 per cent to 50 per 
cent in tbe same period. 
Curator Osamu Ishida said 
tbe most pop alar spotf or 
dating couples in the post- 
bubble economy era was 
the Monkey Mountain at 
Ueno Zoo. Mr. Ishida noted 
that famili es were actually 
outnumbered by couples 
visiting tbe zoo on Christ- 
mas Eve, a traditional day 
fra hot dates among young 
Japanese. “Animals offer 
something that doesn’t hurt 
anybody and they also soft- 
en people’s feelings,” he 
said. 


Man unconscious 
after plane lands 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
An astonished man was 
taken unconscious to a hos- 
pital in the remote north- 
east province of Rattankiri 
when an airplane overshot 
the runway and rolled into 
town past his house, local 
officials said Monday. Tbe 
unidentified man was ap- 
parently in shock after see- 
ing the Russian-built Anto- 
nov airplane taxiing Sun- 
day through a street at the 
end of foe runway in the 
provincial capital of Ban- 
lung, 330 kilometres north- 
east of Phnom Penh, they 
said. “The plane ran off the 
runway and finished its 
journey in town, narrowly 
missing two large boles 
and one house,” said a 
source familiar with foe 
incident “No-one was- in- 
jured, but; the ciwdct. oftbe 
- house was taken uncon- 
scious to hospital.” The 
plane, chattered from foe 
Cambodian Air Force by 
the United Nations Deve- 
lopment Programme, was 
transporting passengers 
and equipment to Banking 
for a conference on con- 
serving die rural province’s 
resources and the cultural 
identity of the ethnic mino- 
rity hill tribes who live 
there. Pok Sam El, director 
of Cambodia's Civil Avia- 
tion Authority, said Sunday 
the incident was “very 
minor” and that the plane 
was not damaged. 


Major dubbed 
loser of week 


HONG KONG . (R) — 
British Prime Minister 
John Major has been 
dubbed “loser of tbe week” 
by a Hong Kong newspa- 
per, a week before he is due 
to arrive in the British terri- 
tory on a two-day visit Mr. 
Major is “dogged by a 
combination of bad lack 
and poor long-tom judge- 
ment”, an unsigned column 
in the Sunday Morning 
Post said under the head- 
line Loser of the Week. “As 
soon as he sidesteps one 
manhole, another opens up 
in front of him. Over the 
long term that typecasts 
him as a loser.” He was the 
first Western leader to visit 
Beijing after the June 1989 
suppression of foe pro- 
democracy movement in 
China. 


Jacko goes 
chateau-hunting 




LONDON (R) -r Ameri- 
can pop star Michael 
Jackson is hunting for a 
home in France and is eye- 
ing a $5 million fttiiy-tale 
castle that locals ate al- 
ready calling Chateau Ja- 
cko, tbe British’ Sunday 
Telegraph newspaper said. 
Replete with ramparts, 
eigjit turrets and a draw- 
bridge, the Chateau de Car- 
bonet in foe tiny village of 
Pont-Chretien near tours in 
west central France already 
has tbe security gates and 
searchlights that are de s 
rigueur for today’s super- 
stars. 
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Bitsdan troops stay at their position in front of Ingush village of Arshty. Droops pounded areas near a northen 
Caucasus village outside Chechenya with artillery and mortar for a fourth day Sunday to flush out Chechen rebels 
they said were holed up there (Reuter photo) 

Russian troops pullout from south Ingushetia region 
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SLEPTSOVSK, Russia (R) 
— Russian troops pulled 
out of the southern region of 
Ingushetia Monday after 
local leaders accused them 
of spreading the war from 
neighbouring Chechenya. 

This correspondent saw 
about 120 vehicles, includ- 
ing more than SO light tanks 
and armoured personnel 
carriers, crossing the border 
into Chechenya after leav- 
ing positions around the 
Ingush mountain villages of 
Arshty and Galashki. 

The vehicles were from 
Russia's 58th army, which 
had laid siege to the villages 
for the past rive days. 

Army' General Gennady 
Trosbev said at the weekend 
that 14 of his men had been 
killed in an attack by 
Checheo rebels in the 
region. But villagers denied 
that the area was being used 
as a base by the Chechens. 

Ingush President Ruslan 
Aushev called a meeting at 
the weekend og his region’s 


Security Council, which 
condemned the Russian 
troop presence as illegal and 
demanded its immediate 
withdrawal. 

The troop withdrawal, 
monitored by Ingush 
Interior Ministry Police, 
followed an agreement at 
the council session, which 
was attended by Gen. 
Troshev. 

Villagers watching the 
pullout near Sleptsovsk, a 
border settlement about 30 
kilometres east of the 
Ingush capital Nazran, 
stood by the roadside io 
light snow as the vehicles 
rumbled by. 

Their ultimate destination 
in Chechenya was unclear. 

“Of course I’m glad to see 
them leave. How are we 
supposed to feel with so 
many soldiers and weapons 
on our territory?’’, said 
Medina, a 36-year-old 
woman in a coloured head- 
scarf. 

One of the Ingush police 


officers lining the route 
said: “Yeltsin should send 
fewer guests to Ingushetia” 

As the Russian troops 
started moving out, the 
sound of shells exploding 
could be heard in the dis- 
tance from the direction of 
Chechenya, with which 
Ingushetia has dose ethnic 
links. 

Interfax said one Russian 
serviceman had been killed 
in the past 24 hours as fed- 
eral forces came under fire 
17 times in Chechenya. 
Russian troops have been 
battling separatist Chechen 
fighters for the past 14 
months. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
sent troops into the rebel 
region in December 1994 to 
crush a three-year indepen- 
dence bid led by Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. But rebels still 
control large areas of 
Chechenya. 

The Russian troop pres- 
ence in Ingushetia risked 
igniting a broader conflict. 


which would do further 
damage to Mr. Yeltsin’s 
chances in presidential elec- 
tions on June 16. 

Ingush officials said six 
civilians had been killed 
and 11 wounded in Russian 
shelling of villages since 
Thursday. 

Thousands have been 
killed and many more made 
homeless in the Chechen 
conflict. More than 100,000 
Chechens have found 
refuge in Ingushetia since 
Russia sent in troops. 

The Kremlin has ruled out 
a withdrawal of troops from 
Chechenya, but Mr. Yeltsin 
has set up a special commis- 
sion under Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin to 
draw up a peace plan. 

Details have not yet been 
made public. But the initia- 
tive is expected to give the 
Moscow-installed Chechen 
government a greater role in 
policing the region as the 
Russian troop presence is 
gradually-scaled down, .. 


American Theodore Hall fingeretj as 

w- - 2 t ? * 

spy who gave USSR A-bomb secrets 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — American physi- 
cist Theodore Hall, currently 70 and living 
in Britain, gave secrets to the USSR that led 
to their first atomic bomb, according to a 
report Sunday. 

Evidence indicates that Mr. Hall, a 
Harvard-trained scientist who worked on 
the Manhattan Project to develop the first 
U.S. A-bomb during World War U, was the 
spy the Soviets dubbed “Mlad," the 
Washington Post reported Sunday. 

Mr. Hall was the object of a government 
investigation in the early 1950s. but no 
charges were brought against him. 

According to the paper, a Soviet message 
that the U.S. intercepted in 1944 and decod- 
ed in 1961 revealed Mr. Hall by name. 

While that message did not directly indi- 


cate he supplied key atomic secrets, the 
paper said seven other KGB messages con- 
tain circumstantial evidence suggesting Mr. 
Hall was “Mlad." 

Mr. Hall left the United States for Britain 
the following year. The Post said the United 
States and the Russians would neither con- 
firm nor deny Mr. Hall’s role. Mr. Hall also 
refused to confirm or deny any role in spy- 
ing. 

The Soviet Uoion exploded its first atom- 
ic bomb in 1949. 

Experts believe the information accelerat- 
ed the Soviet programme by two to three 
years. 

Mr. Hall currently lives in Cambridge. 
England. He reportedly suffers from 
Parkinson's disease and inoperable cancer. 


U.S. campaign enters decisive phase 


PHOENIX (R) — The race for the 
Republican no mina tion for the U.S. presi- 
dency is entering a decisive three- week 
period that should determine whether 
Senate majority leader Bob Dole hangs on 
or right-wing TV commentator Pat 
Buchanan breaks through. 

Up to now, the battle has been waged in 
three rather small states that are somewhat 
unrepresentative of the overall nation. Sen. 
Bole won in Iowa but not as decisively as 
expected, Mr. Buchanan delivered a crush- 
ing blow by winning in New Hampshire, 
and publisher Steve Forbes beat them both 
• in Delaware. 

But in the next three weeks, the race will 
spread across America with most of the 
biggest states weighing in. Campaigning 
will be less shaking hands and kissing 
babies and more a matter of organisation, 
money and television exposure. 

It begins Tuesday when North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Arizona vote. Sen. Dole 
is favoured in the Dakotas, which are pre- 
dominantly farming states similar to his 
native Kansas. But Mr. Buchanan and Mr 
Forbes cotild spring a surprise in Arizona 
where the winner will gain 39 delegates to 
the Republican National Convention. 

The presidential nomination will go to the 
candidate who captures at least 996 of the 
1,990 delegates attending the convention in 
San Diego in August. On the Democratic 
side. President Bill Clinton is unopposed 
for renomination for a second terra. 

After Arizona, all eyes will turn to South 
Carolina, which holds its primary next 
Saturday. . , 

The contest is shaping up as a decisive 
test Sen. Dole has the support of the state s 
governor and Republican Party machine, 
but Mr. Buchanan expects to do well among 
Christian Evangelical voters, who form a 
substantial element of the party. 

Former Tennessee Governor Lamar 
Alexander, who came third in both Iowa 


and New Hampshire, also needs to make an 
impression in South Carolina. Additionally 
that night. Republicans in Wyoming will 
vote in parry caucuses. 

Three days after that, on March 5. comes 
the biggest night of the election season so 
far — the so-called “Yankee primary” — 
when five New England states are among 
eight holding elections. 

A total of 208 delegates are up for grabs in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maine, Ver- 
mont, Connecticut, Colorado, Georgia and 
Maryland. Sen. Dole and Mr. Alexander 
should do well in the politically moderate 
states of New England. Mr. Buchanan is 
looking to Georgia and Colorado. 

Only two days later, the action switches to 
New York, with 93 delegates at stake. Sen. 
Dole and Mr. Forbes arc the only candidates 
on the ballot in all districts. Mr. Buchanan 
is on the ballot in about a third of districts 
and his lawyers are fighting to have him 
included in more. Other candidates were 
deterred from trying to qualify by New 
York’s arcane rules. 

There will be no respite following New 
York, for only five days later, on March 12, 
comes “Super Tuesday" with 362 delegates 
on the line in seven mainly southern states: 
Texas, Florida, Tennessee, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi. Louisiana and Oregon. 

If the issue is still not decided, the battle 
next moves to the midwest, where Ohio, 
Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin offer a 
total of 219 delegates on March 19. One 
week later, California, the biggest state of 
all, weighs in, teaming up with Nevada and 
Washington for 197 delegates. 

Most commentators still believe the race 
will be over by that time. However, a few 
are saying this may be the first year since 
1 948 that the issue actually goes all the way 
io the convention before a nominee 

emerges. 


ex-president 
denies graft 
charges 

SEOUL (R) — Former 
South Korean President 
Chun Doo Hwan denied 
taking bribes on the open- 
ing day of his coiiuption 
trial Monday, saying a vast 
fortune he amassed in 
office came from political 
donations. 

In the most eagerly 
awaited portion of his testi- 
mony, the former military 
general vowed to protect 
the identities of those who 
benefited from his btilion- 
dollar political slush fund 
after he left office. 

“It would be better that 
the list is not disclosed,” 
Mr. Chun told a three- 
judge panel at the Seoul 
District Criminal Court. 

News that Mr. Chun scat- 
tered money among politi- 
cians and other influential 
figures has created a sensa- 
tion in South Korea ahead 
of general elections in 
April. 

Public attention was riv- 
eted on the trial to see 
whether Mr. Chun would 
give names. 

Wearing a blue prison 
uniform emblazoned with 
prisoner number “3124”, 
Mr. Chun stood in the dock 
along with five former 
aides, including his former 
chief bodyguard, finance 
and defence ministers and 
intelligence agency direc- 
tor. 

Mr. Chun, the country’s 
second head of state to be 
tried for graft in 10 weeks, 
was arrested in December 
and indicted last month on 
charges of taking 225.9 bil- 
lion won (S289.6 million) 
in bribes from business- 
men during his 1980-88 
term. 

Prosecutors allege the 
money topped up a slush 
fund that reached 700 bil- 
lion won, even more than 
the 500 billion won that 
Mr. Chun’s successor Roh 
Tae-Woo has confessed to 
hoarding. Mr. Roh’s trial 
began in December. 
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U.N. considers condemning 
Cuba for plane shootings 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The United States, armed 
with maps and charts, asked 
the U.N. Security Council 
late Sunday to condemn 
Cuba for shooting down two 
U.S. civilian aircraft and' to 
call for an international 
investigation. 

No decision was taken on a 
draft U.S. statement obtained 
by Reuters and members 
were expected to meet again 
Monday. Washington did not 
ask for any sanctions at the 
closed-door emergency 
Council session it had trailed. 

Council members, howev- 
er. requested that U.S. 
Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, in her role as the 
current Council president, get 
the views of Cuba's 
Ambassador Bruno 

Rodriguez Parrilla. He is out 
of town but is expected to 
arrive in New York Monday. 

According to Mrs. Albright, 
a Cuban MiG-29 aircraft 
destroyed the two small 
Cessna aircraft piloted by 



Cuban exiles Saturday by fir- 
ing air-to-air missiles at them 
while they were over international waters. 

Cuba has admitted to downing the aircraft but claims they 
were within its airspace. 

Several Council members stressed their indignation at 
Cuba's action, explained to them by U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency John Gannon. 

“I was very heartened by the response from most mem- 
bers of the Council, that this kind of action was in fact an 
outrageous violation of international law ... which says it is 
unlawful to shoot down an unarmed, civilian aircraft in any 
place at all,” Mrs. Albright told reporters. 

The U.S. -drafted statement would have the Council con- 
demn the shooting and say that “there is no justification for 
the Cuban government's unlawful use of force against civil 
aircraft in this tragic incident.” 

The United States also wants the Montreal-based 
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), a U.N. 
agency, to investigate the incident. 

Russia’s Ambassador Sergei Lavrov was cautious in his 
response, and said he had to refer the issue to Moscow. 

But China’s Ambassador Qin Huasun said. “I think shoot- 
ing down a civilian aircraft is condemnable. The shooting 
down of an unarmed civilian aircraft is wrong.” 

He reminded reporters of when the former Soviet Union 
shot down a Korean KAL airliner in 1983. and said the cold 
war prevented taking proper action at the time. 

German Ambassador Tono Eitel said that “the shooting 
down of unarmed civilian aircraft is indeed a-threat to the 

tion is necessary. " 

Somavia read a^$t3tfilgeq.t o£, 


Brothers to the Rescue pilot Berto Lares points to the position of their planes when 
two of them were shot down by a Cuban MiG north of Havana. The founder of 
Brothers to the Rescue, Jose Basulto, who escaped unharmed, was flying closest to 
the red line representing Cuban territorial waters. Key West is located near the 
upper right portion of the map (Reuter photo) 



Bill Clinton would get a detailed memorandum Sunday 
night on options to take against Cuba, but no decision was 
likely to be taken before Monday. 

In Havana, Fidel Castro's government said it had shot 
down the aircraft and that the move should serve as a les- 
son to those who encouraged or undertook such actions. 

A Foreign Ministry statement, quoted by the Cuban news 
agency Prensa Latina, said the two planes were shot down 
inside Cuban airspace between five and eight miles (eight 
and 13 km) north of Playa Baracoa, west of Havana. 

A Cuban Foreign Ministry statement said three planes had 
penetrated Cuban airspace earlier Saturday but were bead- 
ed off by a Cuban Air Force fighter. The statement said the 
planes approached again, and one was warned of the risks 
they were facing. 

In San Salvador. U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, arriving here late Sunday, won immediate 
bucking from El Salvador for any sanctions the United 
States might impose chi Cuba for shooting down the two 
American aircraft. 

“We've almost always supported the United States in 
sanctions against Cuba,” Salvadoran Foreign Minister 
Ramon Gonzalez said when asked if the Central American 
country would back a tough U.S. response to Cuba’s 
actions. 

“We’re very clear in the view that we have of Cuba and 
the obligation that it has to become-democraiic,” he said. 

Mr. Gonzalez spoke shortly after Mr. Christopher arrived 
3L Comalapa airport on H^SalvadQr’S.'Pad$c r coast on the 


his goveraipent’s position, saying that “Chile regrets: the fir$riegof#fiSte-nation tour of Iratm America tfiat has been 


loss of human lives. Fromra humanitarian standpoint the 
decision to attack military, unarmed civilian aircraft is con- 
demnable, whether this act occurred within or outside 
Cuban air space.” 

The U.S. Coast Guard, searching since Saturday for sur- 
vivors, said it would continue its efforts until at least 
Monday. 

The aircraft were piloted by members of Brothers to the 
Rescue, a Miami group of Cuban exiles that regularly fly in 
search of rafters fleeing the island. 

A U.S. official in Washington said the two aircraft had 
been shot down roughly five and 16 nautical miles north of 
Cuban airspace. A third aircraft accompanying the other 
two did penetrate three nautical miles into Cuban airspace 
but returned to Florida unscathed. 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher called Cuba’s 
action “a blatant violation of intemationl law and a viola- 
tion of the norms of civilised behaviour” 

White House spokesman Mike McCurry said President 


overshadowed from the start by Cuba’s shooting down of 
the two planes. 

Mr. Christopher did not speak to reporters at the start of 
his three-day stay in El Salvador, but Mr. Gonzalez said the 
Cuba issue had inevitably been thrust onto the agenda here 
when Mr. Christopher meets several Central American 
presidents Monday. 

Cuba is a country considered by many of Central 
America’s conservative, pro-business leadership to be out 
of step in the march toward more democratic rule in Latin 
America. 

Mr. Gonzalez declined to speculate whether the heads of 
Honduras, Costa Rica and Belize, who will join the mini- 
summit Monday, would also back the United States against 
Cuba, but his tone suggested El Salvador was firmly behind 
Washington. 

“We regret that a country doesn’t abide by international 
law, in this case it apparently shot down civilians,” Mr. 
Gonzalez said. 



Keating defends tough style ahead of polls 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Paul 
Keating Monday defended 
his lough political nature as 
he tried to woo voters and 
win a record sixth term in 
office for his ruling Labour 
Party in Saturday’s national 
election. 

“I am a passionate role 
model who believes io 
things,” said Mr. Keating 
during a lunchtime televi- 
sion talk show after being 
asked to justify his vitriolic 
parliamentary behaviour. 

Two opinion polls pub- 
lished Monday showed Mr. 

Keating’s Labour govern- 
ment continued to trail the 
Liberal-National party 
coalition by an average five 
or six percentage points. 

Labour would lose the 
election on a swing of one 
per cent but some 15 per 
cent of the electorate are 
still undecided. 

One of Australia’s three 
leading opinion polls, the 
AGB-McNair poll pub- 
lished in the Sydney 
Morning Herald, found sup- 
port steady for both the con- 
servative opposition and 
Labour, at 53 per cent and 
47 per cent respectively. 

Another survey, the Amr- 
Quantum-Harris poll in the 
Australian Financial 

Review, found the opposi- 
tion had extended its lead in 
the 12 most marginal elec- 
torates. 

The poll found support for 
the opposition across the 12 
electorates was steady on 48 


Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating started the last week of his election cam- 
paign on Monday with an interview with Kerri-Anne Kennerley on lunchtime televi- 
sion in Sydney. Mr. Keating’s Labour government is still trailing the conservative 
opposition Liberal-National coalition ahead of the March 2 poll (Reuter photo) 


per cent while support for 
Labour dropped back to 43 
per cent from 44 per cent. 

Both Mr. Keating and 
opposition leader John 
Howard have said they 
would not stay on as leaders 
of their respective parries if 
they lose Saturday. 

“I think we can win the 
election, but were we not io, 
I mean 1 certainly, wouldn't 
be leader of the Labour 
Parry,” said Mr. Keating, 
one of Australia’s longest 
serving poiiticans who 
became prime minister in 
December 1991. 

Opinion polls throughout 
the five- week campaign 
have revealed voters dislike 
Mr. Keating's tough politi- 


cal style, which periodically 
erupts into vilification of his 
parliamentary opponents 
with labels such as “sleaze- 
bag and harlots”. 

Many voters equate Mr. 
Keating’s tough parliamen- 
tary behaviour as a reflec- 
tion of an arrogant govern- 
ment which has teen in 
power for the past 13 years. 

Even Labour’s political 
advertising campaign con- 
ceded Mr. Keating’s image 
was an electoral hurdle, 
with the first advertisement 
featuring people saying: 
“You don’t have to like him, 
but you have to respect 
him". 

Mr. Keating said Monday 

his tough parliamentary 


behaviour showed be was 
prepared to fight the big 
issues such as health care 
and wage justice. He 
described parliament as “the 
clearing house of national 
pressure". 

“I get party political per- 
sonal. I don’t get private 
personal. 1 am not some 
cardboard cutouL..By an 
advertising agency," Mr. 
Keating said. 

“Whai 1 have done is do 
the conscientous things that 
I think conscientious Aus- 
tralians want done." be said. 

Conversely. opposition 
leader John Howard has 
been perceived by voters as 
weak and lacking leader- 
ship. 
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Justice tops list 


IT WAS the judiciary’s torn to receive the 
attention of Prune Minister Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti when he paid a working visit to the Court of 
Cassation and the Supreme Court of Justice 
yesterday. The visit reflects the new prime 
minister’s interest in the third branch of govern- 
ment, an interest which we cannot but welcome 
and support, especially in view of what needs to 
be done to maintain its independence and integri- 
ty at this stage and for all times to come. 

The troth, though, is that we have seen many 
previous prune ministers showing concern about 
the judicial branch but not much being done to 
lift the justice system as a whole to what it should 
be. The prime minister himself cann ot be ex- 
pected to be well-versed in how justice is ren- 
dered and administered in the country. Only 
learned jurists can comprehend fully the short- 
comings and failing s of any justice system in the 
world. Presumably, however, Mr. Kabariti was 
fully briefed on what needs to be done to elevate 
the country’s judiciary to modern and satisfac- 
tory standards before he undertook his visit to 
the highest courts of the land. Better still, we 
would have hoped that a file on the subject was 
prepared for his examination containing impor- 
tant information about the status of the adminis- 
tration of justice in our country. 

Obviously the white revolution that the new 
government has been mandated to carry oat 
would remain shallow and meaningless If it did 
not address fully and adequately this particular 
question. The near completion of the new Palace 
of Justice building is certainly an important step 
in the right direction to ensure proper court 
decorum; but this impending achievement can 
never be enough to rectify the remaining basic 
problems. 

Uppermost on the list of needed innovations is 
the establishment of a constitutional court to pass 
judgement on the constitutionality of certain' 
legislations and practices. The prime minister 
may also wish to reflect with his legal aides on 
allowing the existing high courts to render 
rulings on constitutional issues as is the case in 
many developed countries. 

Equally pressing is the selection and appoint- 
ment mechanism of judges. In order to guarantee 
an independent judiciary, we must snake sore 
that tiie executive branch has no indirect control 
over the appointment of judges by exerting direct 
or indirect influence over the Judicial Council 
through the selection of its members. 

The fact that the judicial branch has caught 
the attention of the new government early on 
offers a new window of opportunity to redress 
these and other related issues in a bid to broaden 
the scope of change now being envisaged across 
the board. We have full faith in the determina- 
tion of the prime minister and his team to deepen 
the meaning and impact of the badly needed 
change before it loses momentum and gets 
bogged down over daily politics. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily described the bomb- 
ings in Israel as a gift in the lap of the opposition Likud 
Party and the extremist right that dealt a severe blow to 
the ruling Labour Party. Sultan A1 Hattab said that 
while the assassination of the former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin benefited the peace process and backed 
the Labour Party, the Sunday bombings are bound to 
impede the peace process and the Israeli redeployment 
process in the West Bank, especially in Hebron. This is 
a lesson for Israel which should realise that bloodshed 
and violence can only beget violence, he said While 
condemning the attacks on the Israelis, one can only 
point out that it was Israel’s assassination of Ayash, its 
continued imprisonment of thousands of Palestinians, 
its continued occupation and seizure of Arab lands and 
its claim to the whole of Jerusalem with total disregard 
to Arab rights that motivated the attacks, continued the 
writer. He said the best way to break the cycle of vio- 
lence is through speedy moves to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peace guaranteeing all parties' rights. 


IT IS good that Syria and Iraq, the two sister and neigh- 
bouring Arab states bave at last realised that they share 
a common interest; the waters of the Euphrates River 
which flows their territory, according to a writer in A1 
Ra’i. The regimes in Baghdad and Damascus have been 
estranged since 1979 due to rivalry between the ruling 
Baath parties in the two countries and the events that 
occurred in the Arab World since 1 979 helped to further 
deepen the split between the two rivals, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi. The writer said that the two countries are in 
reed of the river water which Turkey is now exploiting 
with disregard to its two Arab states’ interest, and so 
they decided to convene a meeting of technical com- 
mittees to discuss this question and examine measures 
that could be taken to deal with the situation. It is 
regrettable, said the writer, that Baghdad and Damascus 
have not agreed on any political moves that would bring 
them closer together despite the fact that the river water 
' issue is a matter of life or death for the two countries. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


Partisans, zealots and the cycle 


of degradation and terror 


The two bomb attacks that killed and injured over 100 


people in Israel Sunday are qualitatively and politically 
different from other terrorist attacks in recent years that 
have sought to derail the Pales tmian-Israeli peace 

process; thus, they must be addressed in a different man- 
ner. These attacks are more serious than previous ones 
because they indicate that, a) Israeli, Palestinian, Arab and 
international pressure and killings of suspected Islamist 
militants have not wiped out the anti-peace camp’s capac- 
ity to plant and explode bombs, b) the Hamas and other 
Islamists are not yet prepared to stop their attacks in the 
wake of the implementation of the Oslo B accord, and, c) 
such attacks can’ now have enormous negative conse- 
quences because of their capacity to swing Israeli public 
opinion away from Peres and towards the Likud and other 
rightist militants in the upcoming Israeli elections. 

I totally agree with all those in Jordan, Israel, Palestine 
and the rest of the world who have condemned these 
attacks as senseless, savage and inhuman acts by oppo- 
nents of peace. But 1 cannot help but ask the same ques- 
tion that I asked the last time that such bombs exploded on 
Israeli buses, and the many times before that; What can be 
done to stop this terror campaign other than the clearly 
ineffective use of strong verbal condemnation and expres- 
sions of determination to pursue the peace process? This 
questions becomes more urgent and more relevant now, 
because this bombing has taken place at a moment when 
the peace process is much more vulnerable than it was 
fonr, six or eight months ago. Previous bombings did uot 
derail peace because both sides were determined to show 
that their approach could succeed. The measure of that 
success was the basic Oslo B components — Israeli with- 
drawal from Palestinian- towns, and the Palestinian leg- 
islative and presidential elections. 

The current combination of the Israeli elections and the 
imminent start of the final status talks between Palestini- 
ans and Israelis generates significant new vulnerability for 
Palestinian-Israeli peace. The process itself appears solid, 
in that the gains of the last three years are unlikely to be 
reversed. The danger, though, is not reversal, but a perma- 
nent stalling, a cold and incomplete peace in Palestine 
whose consequences will not be the same as the relatively 
benign consequences of anti-normalisation sentiments in 
Egypt and parts of Jordan. The larger reverberations of 
Sunday’s bombings could be felt in months and years to 
come, if the peace process stalls and very few if any new 
gains are achieved. This could happen if Israeli govern- 
ment positions harden on the big issues of settlements, 
refugees, Jerusalem and borders, if Israeli public opinion 
hardens because of the terror attacks, and if Palestinian 
public opinion hardens or turns against Yasser Arafat 
because of the stalemated peace talks and lack of quality 
of life improvements for most Palestinians. 


The deplorable and savage nature of the Sunday bomb- 
gs is matched, unfortunately, by their predictability. If 


mgs is matched, unfortunately, by their predictability. If 
the peace process really hopes to achieve it&. full and tan* ... 
tatising: promise, ail of us who support it will have to 
muster tite capacity to deal' with the phenomenon of terror 
bombings at a deeper level than has been tire case to dale. 


T hig will require a combination of actions on different 
fronts: logistical precautions to make it more difficult for 
bombs to be planted, more effective intelligence and other 
actions to prevent attacks before they occur, and a much 
more convincing attempt to address the underlying emo- 
tional. historical and political sentiments that drive the 
bombers to tbeir bombing. 

We have to look more closely at where and how the 
Hamas resort to terror fits into the larger Arab-Israeli pic- 
ture. Are the bombers a lunatic fringe of madmen whose 
impetus is far removed from civilised society, or are they 
merely the most desperate and violent manifestation of a 
streak of Palestinian and broader Arab indignity that runs 
deep in contemporary society? Is Hamas to Arab society 
what Baruch Goldstein and Yigal Amir are to Israeli soci- 
ety? Do such Muslim and Jewish killers emerge haphaz- 
ardly from random populations mainly on the strength of 
their violence-prone genetic make-up? Or are they con- 
ceived, nurtured, armed and ultimately triggered into 
action by a more historical process whose volatile fuel is 
a continuously compounded sense of fear, indignity and 
vulnerability? 

We have to make a serious effort to identify those very 
complex points of convergence between the fanatical and 
murderous ways of the Hamas bombers and the more rou- 
tine concerns that many Palestinians, Jor danians , Egyp- 
tians and other Arabs have about the nature of the current 
peace-making efforts. Such an exercise is emotionally 
demanding and historically contentious; but if we do not 
accurately assess the root causes of Islamist terror ‘(and its 
Zionist twin) we are probably doomed simply to keep suf- 
fering and condemning it for many years to come. 

After the tragedy of death and the trauma of entire soci- 
eties, die most troubling aspect of this terror is die dan- 
gerously close proximity of Hamas’ political sentiments to 
the concerns of mainstream Palestinians and other Arabs 
about the peace process. The vast majority of these other 
Arabs would not plant bombs and kill civilians, but I sus- 
pect that most of them share significant concerns about the 
basic fairness and potential results of the current peace 
process. In the case of Egypt and Jordan, those countries’ 
nationals who did not share their governments' enthusi- 
asm for their respective peace accords with Israel could 
express tbeir feelings by refusing to normalise relations 
with Israel. Palestinians do not have such an easy option. 

An unsatisfactory peace, from a Palestinian perspec- 
tive, translates into a permanently haunting past, and a 
perpetually frightening future. A stalemated peace process 
could mean long-term indignity, disenfranchisement, 
humiliation, vulnerability, and probable material degrada- 
tion for milli ons of Palestinians — millions, not a few 
thousand here and there. (I personally find this prospect 
unlikely; I believe the peace process will inevitably 
achieve an acceptable outcome for Palestinians and 
Israelis, if all parties exercise the patience and decisive- 
JiessJojceepiit moving in the direction of mutual fairness 
and reciprocal national rights. But this is probably a 
: minority view. The majority of. Palestinians, and l suspect 
also the 1 Tn^orii^of : Jordanians and Egyptians, seriously 


doubt the capacity or willingness of Israel to achieve a 
peace dial is seen to be fair by the Palestinians.) The very 
process of making peace according to the Oslo accords is 
seen by many-perhaps -e ven- most Palestinians to be intrin- 
sically imbalanced in favour of Israel, and therefore 
chronically humiliating and degrading to Palestinians. The 
pragmatic, reasonable majority that feels tins way mutters 
and sputters and gets on with day-to-day life; the small 
minority of disgruntled partisans arid zealots quietly loads, 
aims and fires. 

The new element of danger now is that the frustrations 
of the p ragmatic majority may be aggravated by the reali- 
sation that the most tangible benefits of the Oslo peace 
process far most Palestinians will be merely episodic 
emotional highs every time some symbolic political act 
occurs — such as the initial Israeli withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho, the Israeli redeployment of Oslo B, or the 
Palestinian elections. If these heavily metaphoric gains are 
neutralised by a stalemate in the final status talks, and the 
Palestinians appear likely to get little beyond Oslo B, then 
the doubters would have been proven right, and we 
ro man tic idealists would have been proven wrong. In such 
a worst case scenario, the pragmatic Palestinian majority 
will not just sit around and complain in letters to the edi- 
tors. 

The majority of Palestinians have supported or tacitly 
accepted Arafat’s approach to peace mainly because they 
had no other option, and partly because they anticipated 
that the process would result in some justice for the Pales- 
tinians. Today, they are more convinced than ever of their 
lack of other options, and they are more concerned than 
ever that tbeir expectation of justice is perhaps illusory. 
That sense of betrayal and despair will be aggravated by 
Israel’s repeated closure of the occupied/autonomous ter- 
ritories, but such closure is understandable from die Israeli 
viewpoint when hundreds of Israelis are killed or injured 
by Palestinian bombers. What we have, in this situation, is 
very peculiar and precarious: the continuation of the core 
Palestinian-Zionist war, within the enveloping, outer pro- 
tective shell of Arab-lsraeli peace. Syrian-Lebanese- 
Israeli peace will make this situation even worse. 

The situation is most wobbly. It calls for less emotion- 
alism, deeper analysis, stronger action, and — most 
importantly, as has been the case since, ob, around 1916 
— a heightened commitment to equity and mutual justice 
for Israelis and Palestinians as the only possible means of 
ridding that bedevilled land of the trauma and waste of ter- 
rorism. It is painful but important to remember that Hamas 
said it carried out these bombings in retaliation for previ- 
ous killings of Palestinians by Israelis. If we are not pre- 
pared to crane to grips with the bard cycle of emotions, 
rights, expectations and fears that drives people’s actions 
in this holy, ancient and violent land, then we should stop 
being so shocked when every few months an Israeli or a 
Palestinian loads, aims and fires — slowly and repeatedly 
killing our capacity for comprehensive analysis, rational 
action and equitable peace-making, along with the inno- 
cent civilians. ■ . vj 


Stop shadow boxing 


By Dan Leon 


WITH elections around the 
comer, the Likud is being 
forced, albeit reluctantly, to 
accommodate itself to. the 
reality of the Oslo agree- 
ments, which, according to 
polls, now enjoy the sup- 
port of some 60 per cent of 
Israelis. Even Ehud Olmert 
has stated that his party will 
start negotiating at the 
point where the present 
government leaves off. 

At the same time, opposi- 
tion leader Binyamin 
Netanyahu is in the posi- 
tion of having to prove that 
his party’s policy on final- 
status negotiations, regard- 
ing issues like autonomy, 
Palestinian statehood, and 
the settlements, differs fun- 
damentally from the 
L-phour-Meretz pro- 
gramme. Above all, the 
Likud must show that it is 
the only party that can be 
trusted' to “save” Jerusalem 
both from Yasser Arafat 
and from Prime Munster 
Peres. 

But does Jerusalem need 
“saving” from Shimon 
Peres? In recent statements, 
Peres’s position was the 
“Jerusalem will not be on 
the negotiating table with 
the Palestinians at any time 
in the future. Jerusalem in 
the past was only the capi- 
tal fra the Jews, and it is 
first-class nonsense to cre- 
ate something like Berlin.” 
And “Israel’s agreement to 
the Oslo accords was 
intended to remove 
Jerusalem from any negoti- 
ations. [Other] compromis- 
es are necessary in order to 
avoid the need for compro- 
mises over Jerusalem.’’ 
Such talk is, of course, 
totally unacceptable to 
Palestinians. including 
150,000 Jerusalemites for 
whom the city has been 
“united” by force since 
1967. So whatever the 
nature of the informal, aca- 
demic talks on Jerusalem 


now being conducted with 
the Palestinians, it looks as 
if in its public stance on the 
future of the capital, the 
Labour Party is trying to 
out-Likud the Likud. 

Jerusalem is, after all, 
part of a wider scene. If, as 
intellectuals from both 
sides have noted, the prob- 
lem of Jerusalem stems 
from its symbolic role as 
“the fullest articulation of 
the emotions and preju- 
dices people have toward 
the sum of issues compris- 
ing the entire conflict,” a 
way must be found to 
defuse those issues one by 
one, so that the conflict as a 
whole can begin to assume 
a tractable shape. Jerusalem 
can then be approached like 
other issues which lend 
themselves to a rational 
solution. 


over Jerusalem. Just as 
Begin gave up Sinai in 
order, as he thought, to save 
the West Bank, so Peres is 
prepared for compromise 
on other issues in order to 
save Jerusalem. 

The West Bank was nev- 
ertheless lost. Israel, which 
has enjoyed a Jewish 
majority for the last 150 
years, is not going to lose 
Jerusalem — but in the end 
it is going to have to find 


ways and means of sharing 
sovereignty there with the 
Palestinians. 

Comparisons with Berlin 
are irrelevant, but it is perti- 
nent to point out that in the 
eyes * of the world, 
Jerusalem is a unique city 
where exclusive Jewish 
control is untenable if it 
denies the legitimate rights 
of a third of its residents, 
who maintain their own 
religious as well as national 


loyalties. 

With all the complica- 
tions involved, therefore, 
the most acceptable princi- 
pled solution is going to be 
Jerusalem as foe capital of 
two states. 

Party politics have their 
own norms, particularly in 
election periods; yet to 
declare that there will be no 
negotiations over Jerusalem 
borders on the irresponsi- 
ble. Elections come and go. 


bnt without a commitment 
to continuous political dis- 
course with our neighbours, 
talk of a new Middle East 
has a hollow ring. 


The author is co -managing 
editor of the Palestine - 
Israel Journal This article 
is reprinted from the 


Jerusalem Post 


LETTERS 


Inadmissible behaviour 


To the Editor 


Both sides are engaging 
in a sort of shadowboxing. 
Israel continues to harass 
the Palestinians and con- 
front the Europeans at Ori- 
ent House; Palestinians 
register 10,000 properties 
of theirs in west Jerusalem. 
(According to Meroo Ben- 
venisti, about a quarter of 
the property in west 
Jerusalem at the end of the 
Mandate belonged to Pales- 
tinians, and about 60 per 
cent, if one includes land 
annexed to the Jewish sec- 
tor of Jejusalem after 1948. 
However one views 
Jerusalem's future, Ben- 
venisti correctly points out 
that such legacies of foe 
past cannot be discounted.) 


Oslo negotiator Yair 
Hirschfeld has written that 
negotiators must “check 
many, many possibilities of 
how to bridge gaps. It is 
important that you discuss 
matters in an easy atmos- 
phere, where you can easily 
retreat from positions.” 

In the public eye, Peres 
appears deliberately to be 
doing the very opposite 


At a couple of social gatherings over foe Eid. I found 
myself engaged in conversation with adoptive Jordanians 
on the nature of foe postal sergvices in the Kingdom. 

By adoptive Jordanian I mean those who by marriage or 
love of the nation, or both, have decided to make Jordan 
our home and to spend our lives for the country’s 
enhancement. We thus detached ourselves from our 
motherlands but there are many of us who use foe postal 
service as our umbilical cord as we wish to maintain con- 
tact with those of our blood. 

However, those working at the postal offices do not see 
ns as dedicated Jordanians; we are seen as “rich foreign- 
ers ripe for the picking." 

They do not realise that perhaps our letter or parcel is 
almost as valuable as the price of an airline ticket to us. 

Why am 1 so bitter? X have first awaken to the fact that 
after feeling supportive of the postal services, foe feeling 
is not reciprocated. 

Since my arrival in Jordan thirteen years ago, I put up 
with foe annual missing parcel, which, perhaps J put 
down to chance. But look at this year's ratio from my rel- 
atives. 

My children's gifts from their elderly grandparents with 
tittle or no income: a cardigan, a tie, a blanket, six holy 
advent calendars, a parcel of books, eight eidtions of chil- 
dren’s comics, a birthday badge, twelve issues of “House 
and Garden,” three boxes of charity cards, a cheque, a 
child’s club membership, newspapers, an academic 
report, and these are items of which I have knowledge 
ana documented evidence of despatch, went missing. 

One company who despatches a professional magazine 
to me is so tired of my clearing last issues they ask me to 
contaci my local post office as these have been 
despatched and they are sure the situation would be rec- 
tified. 

Alas, they do not reside in Jordan. 

Why should we, distance from our “other families”, not 


be permitted the joys of sharing our feasts because we 
came to live here? Who has the right to deny our relatives 
contact with their bloodline? 

What type of security exists in our post office? I was 
happy last year when it was reported that a gang of postal 
workers had been interecepted. I hoped this was the end 
to this blatant theft 

Why do things still go wrong at the post office? Is it low 
pay, poor condition of service, morale or mere greed. 
Whatever it is, theft is always a sin. Working for a gov- 
ernment body is an honour which should not be desecrat- 
ed. 

In my homeland foe mail carries foe symbol of the 
Royal Gown as protection. Sadly our postal official here, 
do not warrant the same honour. 

So dear postal staff whoever you arc, we are watching 
you. I suggest that all of us who have lost precious, sen* 
Omental items maintain, a register. Question is who 
should we present it and who can we depend on to solve 
our problem? 

My friends and I have established a pattern: favoured 
items, favoured season. 

Let those who discredit the nation not persist in their 
positions. 

The law of proababitity is stacked a gainst these but 
those in responsible positions must act to stamp this cru- 
elty out. 


EAJ. KHANAFSEH, 
AMMAN. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication, however , should contain the 
writer's full name and preferably address .as weiL Sathes 
be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The uewspap- 
er is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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Fireworks brighten the skies of Nablus in first free’ Eid 

RvChalht Ahil I — 


By Ghatia Ahil 

Special to the Jordan Times 


rr WAS quite a different 
Hid Ai Fur this year in 
Nablus, the largest city in 
the West Bank. 

There were fireworks in 
the sky; children rushed in 
droves to watch movies in 
cinema halls which had 
reopened for the first rime 
in yeas; and adults partied 
every night of tic Eid. At 
last, there was freedom 
after 28 long years of occu- 
pation. 

“My children had never 
• been to the movies and they 
bad no idea what restau- 
rants were like," said 
housewife A beer Kan a’ an. 

After the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
took over Nablus, children 
could finally enjoy their 
childhood the way they 
brow best, she said 
“Finally people could lead 
a normal life again." 
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Before and during the 
face days of the Eid, 
downtown Nablus was 
basiling with people buy- 
ing traditional Eid sweets, 
apparently relieved there 
was not one Israeli soldier 
looking over their shoul- 
ders with a machine gun. 

“At least we do not see 
Israeli soldiers randomly 
shooting in the streets," 
said Abdul Razaq Hijawi a 
73-year-old owner of a 
boutique located in a busy 
shopping centre. 

A 55-year-old woman 
voiced her satisfaction that 
“our sons will no longer be 
imprisoned by the Israelis. 
We can sleep without fear 
that soldiers will take our 




Nablus will witness a slow- 
down for some time. 

Some Palestinians seem 
not to have been able to 
' comply with the laws the 
PNA is imposing after hav- 
ing fought for nine years of 
the uprising, Mr. AJul said. 

“Throughout the years of 
the uprising, young men 
considered themselves 
freedom fighters and con- 
sequently our guardians. 
But now we have to gradu- 
ally help them get used to 
the new system by provid- 
ing them with youth activi- 
ties such as youth and 
scouts clubs," be added. 

A taxi driver said that the 
PNA should understand 
that it would take some 
time for people to geL used 
to the new situation, as 
they lived under the occu- 
pation For so many years 
and could not easily adjust 
to the new system. 

“We need time to adapt to 
the new rules imposed by 
the Palestinian authority.’' 
he said. 
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Aerial view of downtown Nablus (file photo) 


young men away. 

“The situation in Nablus 
is much better now. At 
least no one fell martyr on 
the Eid and we were able to 
visit the dead without any 
problems'’ said Raneen, a 
24-year-old hairdresser, 
referring to the harassment 
Palestinians used to 


encounter when visiting 
cemeteries on the first day 
of the Eid, which is a long- 
held tradition in Palestine 
as in Jordan. 

Raneen said that Pales- 
tinians could now work 
without Israelis interfering 
or imposing curfews on 
them 

But despite enjoying their 
newly found social and 


political freedoms, 
Nabulsis were not 
very happy with the 
economic situation in 
their city which, they 
said, has suffered from 
a recession after the 
Israelis sealed off all 
roads leading to iL 
Nablus Governor 
Mahmoud Alul, told 
the Jordan Times in an 


interview that the city 
had witnessed a rapid 
progress in terms of 
security and stability. 
But he said that the 
economy, which is 
organically connected 
to the political situa- 
tion, effectively 
affects businesses, he 
added 

He said people 


should be patient as 
cliange will eventually 
take place. 

Many businesses in 
Nablus used to rely on 
customers from other 
areas of the West Bank 
as they would come 
for the less expensive 
commodities in the 
city. 

“It is true we are free 


and secure. But we 
cannot be that happy. 
There will not be fun- 
damental change as 
long as Israeli soldiers 
still stand guard at the 
doors of Nablus," said 
the owner of a super- 
market. 

In fact some busi- 
nessmen believed that 
Israel's closure of the 


city was meant to 
effectively cripple the 
economy even though 
it was done under the 
pretext of wanting to 
provide security. 

“My business 
slowed down after the 
city's closure as 1 was 
relying on the 
Jerusalem market,” a 
40-year-old owner of 


a boutique said. 

Pointing to the 
investment climate in 
the city. Mr. Alul said 
that investors are set- 
ting up their business- 
es in Israel and not 
Nablus because Israel 
has a higher return on 


investment. 

Thus, he added, the 
economic growth in 


While talking about the 
Palestinians' failure to 
accept a new authority, Mr. 
Alul said some people who 
work for the authority are 
incompetent themselves 
and need more training to 
be able to deal with people 
efficiently. 

“We are planning to start 
on the on-the-jotv-training 
programmes for these peo- 
ple," he said. 

If the uprising “brought 
us the long-awaited free- 
dom. it is also responsible 
for the fact that most young 
people were left with littie 
education and no social 
life. Now we try ;o redress 
the situation and teach dif- 
ferent values io our youth." 
he said. 

In general, he added. :he 
situation in Nablus is good 
and the problems which 
sometimes occur are these 
encountered by any coun- 
try passing through a peri- 
od of transition. 


Kuwait still traumatised 
by Iraqi occupation 


IAF shifts its position 


(Continued from page 1) 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait, traumatised by the 
Iraqi occupation which ended 
five years ago, is still anxious 
about President Saddam 
Hussein's ambitions and is 
trying to check growing vio- 
lence from its own people. 

Kuwait’s information 
minister, who was visiting 
Washington to pave the way 
for a visit by the emir on Feb. 
28, expressed Kuwaiti con- 
cerns about Saddam Hus- 


the sale of gas coupons at 


supermarkets to lessen the 
risk of consumers being rob- 
bed. 

Large quantities of 
weapons have remained in 
the hands of Kuwaitis since 
the Iraqi occupation — which 
lasted from the Aug. 2, 1990 
invasion to liberation by 
U.S.-led forces on Feb. 28, 
1991. 

In April last year, Kuwait 
also introduced the death 
penalty for drug traffickers. 

In a new manifestation of 
their concerns about their fu- 
ture, many Kuwaitis are 
seeking to buy homes 
abroad, or leave tbe country 
at the slightest movement of 
troops in Iraq. 

“The behaviour of 
Kuwaitis still shows some 
hesitancy to free themselves 
from the memory of the 
occupation, as if this page in 
history could return , at any 
moment,” an Arab diplomat 
here said. 


sein’s remaining in power. 

"The dictator must go be- 
cause his regime is still a 
threat to the region,” Sheikh 
Saud Nasser Al Sabah said, 
adding President Saddam bad 
to be removed so that Iraq 
respected human rights and 
its neighbours' borders. 

Such trauma manifests it- 
self daily with a rising tide of 
violence which alarms offi- 
cials and sociologists. 

Young girls have been 
raped, people murdered with 
machine guns and businesses 
held up by armed robbers in a 
wave of violence that police 
General Abdul Majid Khor- 
aiti blamed on “The trauma 
provoked by the Iraqi inva- 
sion." 

The speaker of parliament 
Ahmad Al Saadoun said “the 
wave of violence is indeed 
increasing,” although he 
added: “The invasion alone 
does not explain the spread 
of this phenomenon.” 

According to figures pub- 
lished in the media, 5,500 
crimes and offences, most. of 
them described as “very vio- ■ 
lent," were committed in the 
first six months of 1995 in 
Kuwait, a country of 1.9 mil- 
lion inhabitants. 

Firearms were used in 18 
per cent of the cases. 

Amid a wave of hold-ups at 
gasoline stations, a deputy 
has proposed to parliament 


that he would make in the 
policy statement in Parlia- 
ment. 

Another area of key con- 
cern of the IAF is what it sees 
as government discrimination 
against known IAF members 
in official appointments. 

“Until now, Islamists, par- 
ticularly IAF members, are 
(banned) from preaching in 
mosques," said Dr. Saad. - 

“We feel there is a veto on 
all sensitive posts for the 
Islamists," said Mr. Man- 
sour. “There isn’t one single 
secretary general of a minis- 
try — not even a director — 
who is an Islamist. Are the 
Islamists considered as alien? 
Do they come from another 
planet?" 


The policy statement 
should stress that “all citizens 
will be treated on equal foot- 
ing and on the basis of 
strength and honesty,” Mr. 
Mansour said. 

The IAF deputies also re- 
ferred to the bans that were 
imposed against some politic- 
al meetings in public in the 
last two years, particularly 
against a gathering that was' 
supposed to have launched a 
national campaign against the 
normalisation of Jordan's re- 
lations with Israel. 

They demanded that such 
bans be lifted and more free- 
dom be given to political 
parties to organise public 
meetings. 

Bassam Emoush, an IAF 
deputy from Zarqa, wrote in 


the Arabic-1 an guage Al Ra’i 
daily that he expected a bet- 
ter relationship between the 
Islamists and the government 
"if the government showed it, 
was placing confidence in the" 
Islamists" and appointed 
Islamists to senior govern- 
ment positions. 

Some IAF deputies have 
openly voiced dissatisfaction 
with the front leadership’s 
decision not to join the 
Kabariti government. 
However, the dissatisfaction 
has not turned into splits 
within the party. 

The government is seen 
assured of a vote of confi- 
dence even without IAF sup- 
port. If the front votes in 
favour of the government 
then it will be the first time it 


does so since the Arab-Israeli 
peace process started in 
September ■199I.:- 

' “The IAF would like the 
government policy statement 
to be based on Islamic princi- 
ples that go in line with Isla- 
mic Sharia as it had been the 
case of the Mudar Bad ran 
government" in early 1991, 
said Dr. Sa’ad. “We do not 
expect Islamic Sharia to be 
applied to the letter, but we 
want assurances that the 
country is moving in that 
direction.” 


Hamas may 

(Continued from. page 12). 


halt attack^ . 


. not want-JO be suicidal them- 
selves,” Abu Ajnr said. ✓ 
Whether or not the Hamas 


places, -4 ’*^’ said. j 
PaJestifiiain PresitffrnJ Yas- 


overture is picked up by 
Israel, the movement will les- 


Israel, the movement will les- 
sen its attacks on Israeli 
targets, Abu Amr says. 

“If Israel releases prisoners 
and even if they don’t you 
will see a slow pace of vio- 
lence against Israelis in the 
future, unless Israel provokes 
Hamas by assassinating its 
j leader or acting against holy 


ser Arafat’s response to news 
of the two blasts was une- 
quivocal. “These are not 
military operations, they are 
terrorist operations." he told 
reporters at bis office in Gaza 
City. 

“I condmen it completely 
and I condmen any power 
behind this — it is nor only 
against civilians, it is against 
the whole peace process," he 
said. 


“We are not hypocrites. 
We are not rigid in giving the 
vote of confidence," said Dr. 
Sa’ad. “I think we should 
give the government a 
chance. If there is a real 
change, let them have (the 
LAFs vote of confidence)." 


Politics different from trade 


But the authorities have 
been unable to ensure their 
own security and have since 
the end of the Gulf war in 
1991 signed defence agree- 
ments with the United States, 
Britain, France and Russia. 

Worry still permeates the 
community of 120,000 be- 
doun — Arabs without 
nationality. 

The authorities have 
pledged to determine their 
status over the next year, 
with some of them being 
naturalised as citizens and 
others punished for collabor- 
ating during the occupation, 
although nothing specific has 
been announced. 

The authorities have sard 
repeatedly that the status of 
the bedoun will be deter- 
mined based on their “Ioyal- 


(Continued from page 1) 

its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Under an exemption from 
the sanctions Jordan receives 
about 75,000 barrels of crude 
and fuel oil from Iraq every 
day and it settles part of the 
oil bill in food ana medicine 
exports. 

The Kingdom, citing 
mounting Iraqi debts, has re- 
duced envisaged exports to 
Iraq by half to $220 million in 
fiscal 1996, but the Kingdom 
continues to receive the same 
amount of Iraqi crude and 
fuel oil. 

Jordanian officials have re- 
peatedly affirmed that the 
reduction In exports to Iraq 
under the annua! protocol 


was warranted by pure eco- 
nomic reasons and has no 


bearing on Jordanian-Iraqi 
political relations. 

Diplomatic sources and 
political observers do not ex- 
pect Iraq to cut off its oil 
supply to Jordan if only be- 
cause of Baghdad's need to 
maintain open borders with 
'the Kingdom, which repre- 
sents its main lifeline to the 
outside world. . 

However, Baghdad, whose 
oil exports are banned under 
international sanctions, could 
decide to “see things in a 
different light if Iraqi oil 
starts to flow out” under an 
expected deal with the Un- 
ited Nations, said a diplomat. 

The diplomat was referring 


to Iraqi-U.N. negotiations on 
Iraqi oil exports worth $1 
billion every three months to 
pay for Iraq's needs of food 
and medicine. There are 
strong signs that the Iraqi 
government would accept the 
deal, "although Baghdad's 
behaviour is not very predict- 
able,” noted the diplomat. 

If and when it accepts the 
deal, Iraq could receive up to 
$700 million to $750 million 
worth of food and medicine 
under U.N. supervision every 
three months. In that scenar- 
io, analysts say, there is an 
offcfaance Iraq might decide 
to "punish” Jordan for its 


criticism of the Iraqi govern- 
ment by cutting off the oil 


ment by cutting off the oil 
flow to the Kingdom. 


Mr. Kabariti appeared to 
be alluding to that possibility 
when be instructed the Minis- 
try of Energy and Mineral 
Resources after assuming 
office two weeks ago that 
Jordan should have oil re- 
serves to last at least two 
months at all times. 

However, a possible sce- 
nario involves the incorpora- 
tion of the Iraqi oil exports to 
Jordan as part of the U.N. 
deal, according to diplomatic 
sources. 

The sources say that the 
United States, the key player 
in the U.N. and an ardent 
advocate of continued sanc- 
tions against Iraq, favours 
including the Iraqi oil exports 
to Jordan as part of the li- 
mited sales envisaged under 
Security Council Resolution 
986. 


Every Nite is 
r ^ a Special Nite 


MONDAY 

Shots Nite - any shot for 1 JD. 

TUESDAY 

AH Equal Nite 
ANY DRINK for 2JD. 


Arab-American killed 


Killing revives doubts 


(Continued from page 1) 
“The AOHR believes that 
the murder of Hussein Kamel 
and other members of his 
family is an unlawful execu- 
tion for which the Iraqi au- 
thorities most* take responsi- 
bility," it said in a statement. 

"Whether the incident was 
premeditated, whether it was 
carried out by members of 
Hussein Kamel's family, or 
organised with certain mem- 
bers of the Iraqi security 


turccs, me iraqi authorities 
are responsible for ensuring 
the security of their citizens 
and guaranteeing j«kc to 
those who have acted against 
the law,” it added. 


The organisation also de- 
nounced Iraq's decision to 
honour the two assailants 
said to have died in battle 
with the Kamel by giving 
them state funerals which it 
said gave appeared to legalise 
their crime. 


(Continued from page 2) 
peace process, we will con- 
tinue with it,” he said. 

"At the same time, we will 
take all appropriate means to 
strike at terrorists every- 
where, both before and after 
they commit their criminal 
actions," he said. 

The prime minister in par- 
ticular said that the total clo- 
sure of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip ordered after Sun- 
day's bombings "will con- 
tinue as long as is required 
from a security standpoint." 

In defence of the govern- 
ment, Internal Security 
Minister Moshe Shahal told 
Israel Radio: “No one has 
proved thoi a closure would 
have prevented the attacks." 
‘ While families buried their 


dead, Israelis returned to the 
site of the bus bombing near 
Jerusalem's central bus sta- 
tion. They lit memorial can- 
dles and recited prayers. 

Banners were plastered 
across a nearby fence with 
one reading: "They say there 
is peace but there is no 
peace.” 

The Yediot Ahronoth 
newspaper published indi- 
vidual photos of the dead 
Israelis across its front page 
under a red-and-white head- 
line that screamed: “The 
heart breaks." 

Throughout Israel, schools 
began the day with a moment, 
of silence for the bombing 
victims. 

Jerusalem's Mount HerzJ 
cemetery, where Prime 


Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
buried after his assassination 
Jby a right-wing Jew less than 
three months ago, again be- 
came the focus of national 
attention for the funerals of 
many of the bombing dead. 

Nine of the Israelis killed 
on Sunday were young con- 
scripts returning to base after 
weekend leave, the army 
said. Two of the dead in the 
Jerusalem blast were Amer- 


icans. 

PNA police have arrested 
37 Hamas members since 
Sunday’s bombings, Palesti- 
nian officials said. 

“From midday yesterday 
until midday today' we have 
arrested 37 members of 
Hamas, ” said a Palestinian 
security officer on condition 
he not be identified. 

Palestinian Attorney 
General Khaled Al Khudra 


confirmed that an unspecified 
number of Hamas activists 
had been arrested and vowed 
to pursue the action. . 

“The arrests will reach 
anyone who harms the' secur- 
ity or the economy or the 
interests of the Palestinian 
people," Mr. Khudra told 
AFP. 

But he denied that there 
was a link between the arrests 
and “any incident" which 
may have occurred. 

Syria said ahead of fresh 
peace talks with Israel that 
the latest bombings showed a 
comprehensive regional 
peace was needed. 

"The explosions in Israel 
underline the big need for a 
just and comprehensive solu- 
tion to all aspects of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict," the 
official daily newspaper 
Tishreen -said. 


WEDNESDAY 

Cocktail Nite 
any cocktail for 2JD. 

FRIDAY 

Amstel Nite 

get your bottle for 1 JD. 

SATURDAY 

Cocktail Nite 
any cocktail for 2JD. 

SUNDAY 

Ladies Nite 
Ladies, your first 
drink Is on us. 


Every Day HAPPY HOUR! 
from 7:30pm. till 8:30pm. 

Buy any drink, get another one free. 
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Palestinians decry Israeli 
closure of territories 


Iraqi dinar unstable 
despite oil talks with U.N. 


France must cut spending pli^ 
more to contain deficit . -ptf? 


GAZA (R) — Palestinian 
officials criticised Israel Mon- 
day for frequent closures of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip over the past two years, 
saying they perpetuate diffi- 
cult -economic conditions that 
threaten support for peace. 

Israel stopped goods and 
people from entering the self- 
ruled Gaza Strip Monday in a 
ciampdown on Palestinian 
territories after two bomb 
attacks inside the Jewish state 
a day earlier. 

The bombings, in occupied 
Jerusalem and Ashkelon, kil- 
led 23 people and the two 
suicide bombers from the 
militant Hamas movement. 

They were carried out only 
two days after Israel had 
lifted a 10-day closure of the 
territories. 

“Hungry people react 
violently, and what does 
Israel think would be the 
reaction of workers who go 
hungry? closures will only in- 
crease frustration which 
builds up violence," said top 
PLO negotiator Ahmad 
Korei. 

"We are afraid that clo- 
sures are no longer a reaction 
to attacks, but have become 
an Israeli policy," Mr. Korei 
said. "The already-destroyed 


and vulnerable Palestinian 
economy can't tolerate any 
more destructive blows." 

After Sunday's .two bomb- 
ings some Israelis criticised 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
for having ended the earlier 
closure. 

But Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
warned Israel that hunger 
and poverty was reducing 
popular support for the peace 
process. 

Gosure of the West Bank 
and Gaza in the two years 
since responsibility for them 
was handed to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and his 
Palestinian Authority has, 
affected all parts of the 
Palestinian economy, offi- 
cials said. 

They complained that eco- 
nomic conditions — particu- 
larly in poverty-stricken, 
overcrowded Gaza — have 
never been worse. 

Palestinian economists 
estimate that the average 
Gazan worker feeds up to 10 
people, and labour union 
official Mohammad A1 Mod- 
awakh said: "Closures pre- 
vent more than 20,000 
Palestinian workers from 
reaching their jobs in Israel, 
which means these people 


lose around SI million daily. 

“Our daily economic los- 
ses resulting from the closure 
are $6 million," added 
Mohammad A1 Qudwa, head 
of the Gaza Chamber of 
Commerce. 

To reduce the impact of 
closures, the PLO is building 
a port and an airport in Gaza. 
Both are expected to be oper- 
ating next year but Israel 
would still control the flow of 
goods. 


The Palestinian Authority 
condemned Sunday's bomb- 
ings and stressed that such 
attacks harmed Palestinian 
economic, political and social 
interests. 

Support for suicide attacks 
against Israelis waned when 
people felt their interests 
were directly harmed. But 
economic development and 
prosperity, gains of peace 
with Israel, have so far been 
illusions for most in the terri- 
tories. 


"We have seen nothing of 
these promises of a good life 
and economic prosperity. All 
we have experienced is clo- 
sure, isolation, and economic 
deterioration,” said a worker 
who has been banned entry 
to Israel for work. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's 
currency, battered by crip- 
pling U.N. trade sanctions, is 
showing no sign of stability 
despite government measures 
to tighten money supply and 
the country's talks with the 
U.N. on partial oil sales. 

"The dinar is now so vola- 
tile that you can have three 
drastically different rates in 
one day." said a Baghdad 
trader Monday. 

In mid-January the dollar 
was worth about 3,000 di- 
nars. It slumped to about 450 
in less than a week when Iraq- 
.and U.N. decided to discuss 
the possibility of allowing 
Baghdad partial oil sales 
worth £2 billion in six 
months. 

Baghdad traders said since 
then the dinar has oscillated 
between 500 and 1.200 to the 
dollar. "It (the dinar) could 
open at 600 to the dollar, 
plummet to more than 1.000 
in the afternoon and soar to 
500 in the evening." said 
another trader. 

The ups-and-downs in the 
dinar's value have forced 
many Baghdad traders to 
shun business. "The current 
climare is not so healthy for 
trade. You are almost a loser 
if a buyer or seller. So you 


would be better waiting," 
said another trader. 

The rise in the value of the 
dinar since January has 
prompted many Iraqis to 
cling to the local currency 
more than at any time since 
U.N. trade sanctions were 
imposed for Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Iraq’s central bank is wag- 
ing a war against what it 
describes as "the mass of 
paper money" in circulation. 
It has liberalised the ex- 
change rate and is said to 
have stopped the printing of 
new paper money. 

Its governor, Isam Hweish. 
urged Iraqis Monday to keep 
their dinars and said the gov- 
ernment economic measures 
were bound to fit a stable 
exchange rate for it in the 
near future. 

In remarks published in the 
ruling Baath Party newspaper 
A1 Thawra, Mr. Hweish said 
the value of the dinar would 
"inevitably rise after any 
agreement with U.N." on oil 
sales. 

In comments to state-run 
media. Iraqi officials predict 
that an agreement with the 
U.N. to allow Iraq oil sales 
worth S2 billion in six months 
for humanitarian goods will 


have to be signed sooner or 
later. 

Iraq's chief negotiator at 
the oil talks. Abdul Amir A) 
An ban. is in Baghdad to 
brief Iraqi leaders on the 
outcome of his New York 
discussions, wrapped up 
without an agreement last 
week. 

The central bank's official 
rate is 450 against the U.S. 
dollar but the greenback was 
exchanging hands at 750 on 
the spot market Monday. 

Trade Minister Moham- 
mad Mehdi Saleh has opened 
his ministry's warehouses 
flooding state-owned super- 
markets with foodstuffs and 
essential goods in a bid to 
keep prices down. 

He assured Iraqis Monday 
that his ministry’s stores were 
still brimming with commod- 
ities and current sales would 
not affect government rations 
providing about 50 per cent 
of essential foods to every 
citizen at giveaway prices. 

On Monday, state- 
supermarkets offered huge 
quantities of food supplies 
including sugar, tea, rice and 
vegetable oils plus electrical 
and construction materials at 
prices lower than those on 
the open market. 


EU seeks to recruit Asia as ally for new world trade rules 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — This 
.week's landmark EU-Asia 
summit in Bangkok will seal 
-an informal alliance between 
Europe and the world's fas- 
test growing economies in 
favour of a new round of 
world trade liberalisation, 
officials said. 

Although the primary 
focus of the two-day summit 
will be boosting the amount 
of business done bilaterally 
between Europe and Asia. 
European Union (EU) lead- 
ers are also determined to use 
the opportunity to thrash out 
a common agenda for estab- 


tion, Brussels believes it will 
significantly enhance the au- 
thority of the fledgling WTO. 
thus helping to curb what it 
regards as a dangerous 
tendency in the U.S. towards 
taking unilateral action. 

The Asian countries are 
seen as playing a pivotal role 
in ensuring that this happens. 
“If we can get Japan, Korea 
and the ASEAN countries 
moving on the same lines as 
us, that creates a very power- 
ful bloc that will be difficult 
to resist." commented an 
aide to EU Trade Commis- 
sioner Leon Brittan. 

Officials in Brussels are 


lateral rules under the au- 


spices of the newly created 
World Trade Organisation 


World Trade Organisation 
fWTO). 

The first ministerial-level 
conference of the WTO will 
take place in Singapore in 
December. V...' 

The' EU warfts ffie'eveht’tb 
be Jf tKe launching' pad for a 
new ’ round of negotiations 
aimed at establishing worl- 
^ dwide rules governing the re- 
lationship between trade and 
' investment, competition, the 
( environment and labour stan- 
' dards. 

; By getting Singapore to 
; agree on an ambitious agenda 
> for a new round of liberalisa- 


optimistic that they will be 
able to achieve their objec- 


tive of a strategic alliance, 
pointing to last year's multi- 
lateral accord on the liber- 
alisation of financial service 
as evidence of a growing con- 
vergence of views. 

The accord was concluded 
under EU leadership with the 
support of the major Asian 
economies proving decisive 
after the United States pulled 
out of talks. 

They also highlight the fact 
that the Asian participants 
have agreed to follow up the 
summit rhetoric with detailed 
discussions. 1 

A meeting of senior offi- 
cials from both sides is to 
meet before the summer with 
a broad mandate to examine 
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THE Daily Crossword by Eugene Puffenberger 


ACROSS 
1 General at 
Gettysburg 
6 Having a dull, 
steady pain 
10 Stinging insect 

14 Shakespearean 
forest 

1 5 Fruit of the 
blackthorn 

16 Cigar ending 

17 Utopian 

18 Gone by 

1 9 Seed covering 

20 Automobile style 
22 Limit of a land 
24 Czech city 

26 Stir up 

27 Practice of 
having a single 
mate 

31 German 
exclamation 

32 Papal cape 

33 Mysterious 
35 Boater 

38 Hops oven 

39 Once more 

40 Valley 

41 Explosive letters 

42 Effrontery 

43 The Norse gods 

44 Unknown fellow 

45 MD athlete 
47 Concurs 

51 Ancient ointment 

52 Goner 
54 Cloud of 

interstellar gas 

58 Mild oath 

59 Columnist 
Barrett 

61 Cuttlefish ink 

62 Ms. James 

63 U.S. chemist 

64 Violent one: var. 

65 Laugh heartily 
65 Stitched 

57 In — 


P I 1 1 H I Mi ii !■ 


110 11 12 






27 28 29 


130 —31 


1 33 1 34 


|45 I i4€ 


1 47 148 49 


1 50 
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(forthcoming) 


DOWN 

1 Armor 

2 Earth goddess 

3 Yemen port 

4 Kind of lock 

5 Blow up 


6 Cleopatra's 
undoing 

7 Attired 

8 Hebrew prophet 

9 One more time 

10 Affluence 

11 Open courts 

12 Assignment 

13 Martinique 
volcano 

21 Actress Merkel 
23 Gaming cubes 
25 The end 

27 Debatable 

28 Algerian porl 

29 Cartoonist 
Thomas 

30 Leavening agent 

34 Gone up 

35 Hinged fastener 

36 Others: Lat. 

37 Sea bird 

39 Bright star 

40 Lazy, idle 
person 

42 Collection 

43 Takes into 
custody 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


□BSD □□□DEI □□□□ 
□□□□ tuauDD □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□nncmnniaanq □□□ 


□□□□□maa hdohm 


□□□_□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□BHD QDBQQ BDQQ 

an a aa h bh bo bbb 
m EEFHB □□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□ □□□ ■ 
|QBB p na na nn nnan 

□□□D □□□□□ □□□□ 
□DQB QEJLIQH GQULJ 
□□□□ BBBBH BODH 


Civil rights 
worker, Evers 
Bled, like 
madras 
Snake 
Alliance 


50 Make points 
53 Recognized 

55 — snuff 
(adequate) 

56 Ananias 

57 Berne's 


acronym 
Anita or Barbara 


nver 

60 Author Rand 


ways of boosting trade and 
investment between the EU 
and Asia. Its brief will 
however be initially to focus 
on establishing a common 
agenda for Singapore. 

Nevertheless, EU and 
Asian views on trade are still 
far from being completely 
convergent and there have 
been signs recently of the EU 
growing increasingly frus- 
trated with Japan's unwilling- 
ness to simplify the huge 
array of bureaucratic obsta- 


cles that Western, companies 
face in trying to penetrate its 
markets. 

More broadly, the priority 
fpven by the EU to estab- 
lishing WTO rules on invest- 
ment in part reflects the diffi- 
culties that European com- 
panies have experienced in 
practice dealing with admi- 
nistrations in the Far East. 

"Asian governments must 
permeate their administra- 
tion with attitudes which en- 
courage investment,’’ Sir 


Brittan said recently, high- 
lighting a widespread lack of 
transparency as a major 
obstacle to Europeans invest- 
ing in the region. 

EU calls for the opening of 
a dialogue on the relationship 
between trade and labour 
standards in the WTO have 
also raised eyebrows in Asia, 
where such moves are often 
suspected of being motivated 
by protectionism rather than 
genuine concern about forced 
or child labour. 


PARIS (AFP) — Spending 
cuts and tax increases re- 
duced the French budget de- 
ficit to within a whisker of the 
target last year, bat the knife 
will have to go a lot deeper m 
the next two years if France is 
to meet the Maastricht timet- 
able, official figures showed 
Monday. 

And a central unknown 
factor remains the outcome 
of spending on welfare — 
which the government is 
trying, apparently with great 
difficulty, to contain. 

Budget Minister Alain 
Lamassoure said after a 
cabinet meeting that the 
budget deficit list year hit 
323 billion francs ($64.6 bil- 
lion). 

The government bad set a 
target of 321.6 billion francs 
under its programme to re- 
duce the overall public deficit 
from six per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 
1994 to 3.0 per cent by the 
end of 1997 in order to qual- 
ify as a founder of a single 
European currency on Jan. 1, 
1999. 

Economy Minister Jean 
Aithuis said that the final 
figure for the overall public 
deficit, comprising the 
budget deficit and deficits by 
the social security system and 
local authorities, would be 
"around" the range of five 
per cent of GDP planned by 
the government. 

But the outcome would de- 
pend on final figures for wel- 
fare spending and he was 
“prudent" about this. 

The government launched 
fundamental reform of the 
welfare system last year to try 
to contain costs and intro- 
duce structural change. 

This provoked strikes in/ 
the transport sector ^over 
separate matters such as spe- 
cial pensions arrangements, 
and m recent weeks reports 
here have suggested that wel- 
fare spending this year is 
already showing signs of 
breaching targets. 
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HONDA FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID 

Honda Civic Hatchback 1993, silver metalic, 
92 HP. central lock, elect, sunroof, elect, 
mirrors and windows, air condition, 33,000 
km, JD 6,900 or nearest offer. 

Tel: 819452, after 12 noon 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by HamiAmokf and Mn Argbton 


Unscramble these lour Jumbtas. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


BELAF 


BETTER HALF, 

I Prescriptions 


enM 1 UM»Mi 0 i SwtaMK 


By Talas bergen • 


GEWlHv 


ZANATS 


WHAT THEY 
CONSIDERS? THE 
MERGED OF THE 
CANDY COMFANIE5. 


BUSUDE 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


6tAS&Efz6EiJ 


Print answer hero : A 


“Do you have a flu medicine that will put 
the germs to sleep but keep me awake?" 


Saturda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; CHIDE VOUCH FUSION RELISH 
Answer. A mortgage can be this but not that — 

ON THE HOUSE 


Peanuts 


YE5,SIR..|D 
LIKE TO BUY A 
BOX OF CRAYONS 
FOR MY 006.. 


HE NEEDS A BOX 
WITH LOTS OF BLUE5, 
AND YELLOWS, 
^AND GREEN5.. ^ 


HE LIKES TO COLOR 
01 6 BLUE SKIES, 
BRIGHT SUNS, AND 
BEAUTIFUL LAWNS.. 


HAPPY PICTURES! 


Andy Capp 


, ANY TALK OF J 

,S8W»Sjs2) 

— V~ [ CHALKED 


^ AFJEVCU 
COFtNGOKW] 
* wrmTHE xi 

^coociNS?! I 


JUST’ 
ABOUT , 


JUST ABOUT. 1 
■ HE USES THE ^ 
SMOKE ALARM 
T AS ATTME32 #~ 


C IVMaiRN 

cm vrfflrtKAimMKJMMIONMMHH 
wMctMKanM 


m 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


HA WAIT UNTO. JEFF SEES 


HI, MUTT/ 
WHAT'S NEW? 


nothin? 


lOOv 





HELLO, SIR SIDNEY/ 
THANKS R)R 
LENDING (W b 
ME Y 0 UR_W 5 
CAR/ 




jfi-. is 

jSSjSffc* 

jretn ** 
«*?• 


'■ A! 

Mr. Lamassoure said that 
• budget expenditure had nseh , &* 0 jppor 
fay-two per cent last year from % lrf s ** 
die figure for 1994, which was % rf^jnpafl 
the same amount as the in: anting 

crease in retail prices, . ^ rt O' 

This was "the smallest in- 
crease in real terms for five \ C*?!! < jEl 
years” and had been 
achieved by means of "eco- $ 

nomies of 43 billion francs by ~an * 

cancellation of credits.” - .*rJ 0 nin£ j 

He said that an effort "of ^ 
at least the same amount” L e* i‘ 
would be needed this year 
and next if the public ddfcfe 
were to be reduced to 3.00 r e i.c 

per cent of GDP. This should & 
be achieved because France jiJ 

was committed to partiopa- V "Tree 
tion in the Euro currency and -njsiie 5 Ir - 
because once the debt ratio 
fell below 3.0 per cent of 
GDP, the total debt began to - 

fall. 

Meanwhile, official figures ■ 
published Monday showed , 

that consumer prices had « 
risen by 2.0 per cent in the 12 Iclflll" 1 
months to January and (hat 
household spending on 
manufactured products bad <ppAH- 
surged by 5.1 per cent, after a jp) — - A ^ 

dedine of 0.8 per cent in l „ lsUfl ,lC 1 , 

December. . . : 5 ! 

Mr. Artbuis said that 
strikes at the end of last year '^ni n? w ^ 

had reduced tax revenue by ••‘kp tiuN' 0 * 1 
13 billion francs. * in*i* :n, “ 

The government had com- ' ^ *°\ 

pensated for this by cancel!- i COr .:^ 

ing credits of five billion n 

francs and ministries had not ^ 'J* ^ 

spent a further sum of eight f 9 juutad A 

billion francs. He hoped that ^ - 

the economy would show 

new growth from the second — — 

quarter of the year. i 

In 1994, the pubGc deficit ! 

amounted to 6.0 per cent of 
GDP and the government has . 
had to make several cuts and , ^ 3 
adjustments to come within 
range of its target for 1995. j 

Many taxes have befcn, or , &s 
are to be, increased, and 1 
already the government ex- As- 

pects to have to curtail ex- ' 
penditure this year to remain 1 
on target to qualify for use of 
a single currency. 1 -^2 ii 


!slaim ( 


■a up 6 - 

s 

► %\nM*W £ 
‘ sba.^ * cf 

. AWE** A 


! gJS: 

t a? 5* - ' 
Sui SM 

1 


HOROSCOPE 


J sr» v 

, 

• ras :? 

> g-syiM 

I UGS SfiXT- 

, TCMZJ* 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 27, 19N 


| ARIES; (March 23 fo Aprfl 
19) Your mmd is workmg 
cleverly today and you knorir 
what should be done to hep- 
“bq me mofe successful in yodr 
■vodertakings: :i . [ 

.(April 20. to May 
• ^tSjXxy to ghiu whatever data 
you need confidentially today 
and then later tonight use it 
wisely to gain your finest 
aims for your success. 


w»! n 
: 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Plan early today how to 
gain your greatest ambitions 
and then go after them in ff 
positive way. A compfiment 
works wonders. 


3 .~cv 

at : 
*X*S rr 


.MOON CHILDREN: (June 
[22 to July 21) Do as much 
public activities this marmng 
as you can and gain added 
prestige, success and profit 
later this evening as well. 


LEO :(July 22 to August 21). 
.This is a good day today to 
■take those chances you have 
in mind, but don't just start 
and then get cold feet for 
good results. 


no 

s~ 

SLac 

gg 


VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be more con- 


cerned with the big issues 
today instead of concentrat- 
ing on the details so much of 
any enterprise you are in- 
volved. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to- 
October 22) You can today 
view your partners from a! 
different and better angle at 
this time and come to a fine 
understanding with them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be enthusias- 
tic about accomp lishing a 
good deal today smd you can 
do just that and efficiently, 
also. Channel ene rg ies con- 
structively. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Put dnSl 
duties aside and go after what 


Seniivn 




is important m the business 
world and gain vour amis. 


world and gain your anus. 
Also, have a good time. 

CAPRICORN: (Deamber 22 
to January 20) If you use the 
rigfrt words at this time, you 
can easily get your family to 
do what you wsfa. Study your 
home for needed repairs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Februaiy 19) This is a good 
day today to see as many 




win 

Te| - 81 Of 


per sons a s you can, whether 
for business or nerumal tmr- 


for business or personal pur- 
poses and get good results. 

PISCES: .(February . 20. to 
March 2d) Think over what 
you can do to have more 
success later tins evening so 
that yon need not worry ab- 
out finances or monetmy 
obligations. 



Birthsiooe of Februaiy: Ameth- 
yst — Onyx 



if 










rs 


usiness & Finance 
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Italians, Jordanians discuss expanding industrial ties 


Er .*»u“ re 


I By Francesca Ciriaci 

^ Special to the Jordan Times 
for yc3 AMMAN — A two-day Ita- 
e a mou^V' lian economic mission to ex- 
* r «=taii 1 * piorc tbc opportunities for 
v&i "th* Pric ^ ? Soint ventures with Jordanian 
n re&l private companies started 

and l*?.' Monday morning at the Jor- 
3 bv ^ "ad ^ ~ TV ““ 

tir- °! l, *o n * 


be 7^ 
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p7 ( lht Pubbrdjfr 

d , g^enMKa, 

Tlaks swcnlUj 
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ore successful fc 
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;o gain VOTE E 

>r voar success. 
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dan Export Development 
jnd Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JEDCO), here 
in Amman. 

Introducing themselves to 
their Jordanian counterparts 
!t the opening plenary ses- 
non of the conference, the 
delegates from Italian private 
companies, consortiums and 
hasnes5men associations de- 
scribed their fields of interest 
ggd expectations. 

“The over 80 small scale 
companies I represent are in- 
terested in any kind of coop- 
eration, from simple distribu- 
tion to the establishment of 
joint ventures,” one of the 


delegates said. Another dele- 
gate representing an associa- 
tion of 2,000 companies, in 
the area of Naples, operating 
in all fields from food- 
processing to footwear, in- 
vited a delegation of Jorda- 
nian businessmen to Italy, 
“to evaluate further possibili- 
ties and opportunities for 
cooperation.” 

Raffaele de Benedicts, 
commercial attache at the 
Italian Embassy, said “Italy 
is Jordan’s second European 
economic partner, and first 
importer for many products, 
such as tomato paste.” 
According to Dr. de Be- 
nedictis, the conference orga- 
nised by ICE, the Italian 
institute for foreign trade, in 
cooperation with JEDCO 
and the Investment Promo- 
tion Corporation (IPC), aims 
at "encouraging further in- 
dustrial cooperation between 


Italy and Jordan, especially 
in consideration of previous 
and present successful experi- 
ences, such as the GFT-EL 
Zay joint venture.” 

Started in 1993 berween 
the Italian textile group GFT 
and the Jordanian ready wear 
manufacturing company El 
Zay, GFT-El Zay is consi- 
dered one of the most suc- 
cessful examples of joint ven- 
tures an the Kingdom. El Zay 
has a $8.5 million capital and 
employs over 400 people. 
Rashed Darwazeh, market- 
ing manager at El Zay, told 
the Jordan Times that “the 
Italian counterpan totally 
provided the entire package 
of know-how, trained the 
management in Italy all the 
way from productiuon to su- 
pervision, and provided mar- 
ket access.” 

According to Mr. Dar- 
wazeh, "by agreement, GFT. 


with eight per cent of the 
ownership, is committed to 
purchase from 50 to 70 per 
cent of the total production.” 
Mr. Darwazeh also told the 
Jordan Times that produc- 
tion's quality was so high that 
die first commission to El 
Zay by GFT arrived one year 
ahead of schedule. 

In a speech delivered at the 
opening session of the confer- 
ence, IPC representative 
Mohammad Jawabreh 
pointed out that the new in- 
vestment promotion law, en- 
dorsed by the Lower House 
of Parliament last October, 
creates a very favourable eco- 
nomic environment for fore- 
ign investments and facili- 
tates the establishment of 
joint ventures between 
Jordanian and foreign com- 
panies. 

According to the text of 
the law and to the regulation 


very recently issued pursuant 
to the law itself, foreign in- 
vestors are guaranteed 
against any form of nationa- 
lisation and can hold the full 
capital of any project or eco- 
nomic activity in certain sec- 
tors, such as the manufactur- 
ing sector. 

Nevertheless, a non- 
Jordanian investor may own 
no more than SO per cent of 
any project or economic 
activity in many sectors cru- 
cial to (he Kingdom's econo- 
mic development, such as 
land and air transport, bank- 
ing and insurance, telecom- 
munications and agricultural 
products. 

Speaking at the opening 
session of the conference, 
Cesare Fritelli, area manager 
at ICE, underlined how “Ita- 
ly is particularly rich of 
thousands and thousands of 
family businesses which are 


now changing their strategies 
and looking at the Mediterra- 
nean market.” 

Dr. Fritelli said that in 
Tunisia over 150 joint ven- 
tures successfully established 
between Italian and local 
companies are employing 
over 20,000 people. 

Dr. Fritelli also anticipated 
ICE’s busy schedule for the 
next future: An Italian in- 
dustrial delegation for textile 
machines is expected in Am- 
man next week, while a de- 
legation of representatives 
from leading Italian construc- 
tion companies is scheduled 
here by the end of next 
month. 

The Italian mission comes 
to a closing session Tuesday 
afternoon after bilateral talks 
held between the delegates 
and their Jordanian counter- 
parts were completed Mon- 
day. 


Islamic fund to boost capital to $500 million 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — A fund created by 
(he Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) six years ago 
with a capital of S100 million 
is planning to boost its base 
to $500 million. 

The Investment Fund will 
issue shares worth $100 mil- 
fion in 19% to raise the total 
capital to S375 million by the 
end of the year, IDB chair- 
man, Ahmad AJi, said in a 


statement. 

The fund was set up in 1990 
to finance development in 
TDB member countries and it 
raised another $100 million in 
1994 and $75 million in 1995. 

"In view of the over- 
subscription of 230 per cent 
of the first additional issue, 
the fund’s management de- 
cided to increase the capital 
of the fund to $500 million 
by floating an additional issue 


of $300 million to be laun- 
ched in tranches,” Mr. Ali 
said. 

The fund's balance sheet 
showed it made a net profit of 
around $23.2 million in 1995. 
Its 1996 plan covers the 
financing of $181 million 
worth of projects, of which 
$100 million will be used to 
acquire assets from the IDB 
portfolio, the statement said. 

Mr. Ali said the IDB, own- 


ed by the Jeddah-based 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference, planned to list 
the fund on the Bahrain stock 
exchange. 

"This will contribute to 
achieving one of the objec- 
tives which the fund seeks to 
accomplish, including de- 
velopment of an instrument 
for liquidity management of 
Islamic banks and financial 
institutions,” he said. 
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HKJkKXS 

TBAOX3 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


QLOSZNO 
CLQtXm PRICE 
VRZCN 


100 

33540 

235.500 

224.000 

5733 

2C415 

4.430 

4.420 

500 

1015 

3.4CO 

3.630 

10300 

13100 

1. 180 

1.160 

liso 

3025 

3.420 

2.630 

210CO 

113674 

S.1SQ 

6.200 

2 ICC 

5*l>6 

a. 740 

2.770 

110330 

111047 

1.030 

1.010 

103834 

43SS49 

3.580 

4.100 

352? 

HIM 

3.270 

3.400 

100 

303 

3.040 

3.0J0 

177DO 

311*1 

.820 

.630 

3125 

3*4* 

1.Z40 

1-270 
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U 8 C T O R 

302545 

779894 

TlUMlJt NUtaHRl 167.67 
cam nx ■ -o.oj* 

Jordan runs 

ZXSUIUNCE 

1200 

3374 

2.600 2.820 


rCK SBCVOB 

1200 

3374 

XHDXX HCNNOti 120.94 
CBMWX i +0.O9Z 


JQ0DM3M ELECTRIC POWER 
VXEXOES OWNERS RDERATZOR 
jonw national manna lines 
gfcgi om. IflRCTOLIO aaCC RTTINP . . 
gar zszaze investment 

JOWUAN PRESS" JPOONDAT ION / AUW' T ■ : j,.V 

IMFTkd Mamji mmt £ 1 1 hoXkls 

AMAH tHTKH. KUM LMV)|K*naOtT L EDUCATION 

UtU PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIFIED OO. FOR OROMZZZM LAND TRAMS. 

rarest land wvexovhbi? corn. 


1627C 

28795 

1.770 

1.780 

coo 

3900 

6.700 

6.100 

600 

1626 

2.710 

2.710 

aaiiO 

6108 

1.560 

1.570 

loose 

9447 

.950 

.960 

40 

418 

1Q;3B0- — -lO-iSOO— -- 

380 

57* 

2.090 ^ 

2-070 

16550 

. 89683 

3.560 

3.410 — 

4200 

48*4 

1.170 

1.160 

9500 

20413 

2.170 

2.170 

550 

506 

.920 

.930 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 
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XBB JORDAN CXHBB7 TACgORTOi 

15763 

50380 

3.690 

3.690 

JORDAN F8D6TBAXZ MXNSS 

250 

775 

3.129 

3.100 

ZB Uftl MMX 

50 

255 

5.700 

5.700 

Jordan rantouoM nrxxAxr 

*50 

9453 

9.950 

9.950 

THE XXD0STBIAL C05BSBCXAL 4 AORXCCLT0ML 

574 

2018 

3.520 

3.520 

AWUI PHARMACEUTICAL KANUFAOTOBXNO 

2350 

14878 

4.450 

4.440 

JQROAlY HAIRY 

3000 

7200 

2.420 

2.400 

OAK AL I1AVA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 

1500 

10424 

6.950 

6.950 

ARM ALUMINIUM IMOOETRX 

3000 

16998 

5.650 

5.730 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

4500 

2430 

.5*0 

.540 

ARAN PATER CONVERT £30 6 TRADING 

1200 

1704 

1.420 

1.490 

NAIXQHAL TMDTOTRIES 

2630 

2571 

.970 

.970 

imSHBEDIMt KKTBO-CBSMICAL INDUSTRIES 

400 

548 

1.570 

1.370 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL 1 OTJllSTRIES 

500 

480 

.960 

.960 

NATIONAL CABLE 6 WiKM MANUFACTURING 

350 

1243 

3.600 

3.150 

JORDAN 6ULTBO-CXEKICALL 

1400 

1548 

1.130 

1.130 

ANAS CENTER FOR PHAHM. 6 Chemical* 

285U 

*339 

1.540 

1.520 

UNIVERSAL MCDEKN ZR9U5T31IED 

6.700 

10266 

2.920 

2.900 

J08DMT XXDDSTAIAL RESOURCES CO. 

102S7 

18678 

Z.S20 

1.81C 

JORDAN MSN CABLE OOtff&XY 

8150 

10183 

1.270 

1.230 

BL-ZMT SfiXOT REAR KANDraCZUBXSG CO. 

11913 

29047 

2.440 

?.830 

mraUNASIOKAZ. TOBACCO A eXCAREHSfi 

550 

752 

1.360 

1.370 

ONION CHHUCAL 6 VEGAXXARLE OIL ZNPUSTRI 

5000 

7086 

1.420 

1.420 
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Sri Lanka 
seeks . 

Arab Gulf 
investment 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka has sent its foreign 
minister and a large business 
delegation to the Gulf in a 
bid to attract investment and 
boost exports despite grow- 
ing violence at home. 

Foreign Minister Laksh- 
man Kadirgamar. who ar- 
rived in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Saturday, 
met officials and businessmen 
Sunday and explained invest- 
ment opportunities in the 
south Asian nation. 

Trade between Sri Lanka 
and the UAE stood at around 
200 miHitm-dirhamS ($55 mil- 
lion) "in 1995. It includes 
mainly UAE oil exports and 
Sri Lankan exports of tea and 
other consumer items to the 
Gulf nation. 

Mr. Kadirgamar. who is 
due to go to neighbouring 
Oman Tuesday before flying 
back to Colombo. Sunday 
met UAE minister of eco- 
nomy and commerce. Said 
Gobash. and later had ex- 
panded talks with UAE 
businessmen. 

The official news agency 
WAM said Mr. Kadirgamar 
explained investment oppor- 
tunities in Sri Lanka and gov- 
ernment efforts to attract 
more capital. He said foreign 
investment in Sri Lanka had 
exceeded $2 billion by the 
end of 1995. 

Mr. Gobash urged the Sri 
Lankans to send trade de- 
legations and priticipate in 
UAE fairs to promote their 
exports. WAM said. 


Year later, Barings 
saga rolls on and on 


LONDON (R) — Nick 
Leeson may be serving rime 
in Singapore but a year after 
his crimes broke Barings 
Bank pieces of the jigsaw are 
still coming together. 

Auditors, banks and for- 
mer Barings staff could be in 
the hot seat next, while the 
bank of England is awaiting 
the result of a review by 
consultancy firm Arthur 
Andersen into the way it 
handles banking supervision. 

In addition, British regula- 
tor The Securities and Fu- 
tures Authority (SFA) said 
earlier this month it was con- 
sidering disciplinary action 
against some former Barings 
employees. 

Baring collapsed last 
February after Mr. Leeson, 
based in Singapore, ran up 
losses through unauthorised 
derivatives trading which 
eventually amounted to 
around $1.4 billion. 

In December, Singapore 
sentenced him to 6 1/2 years 
in prison for fraud after he 
agreed to be extradited from 
Germany where he was 
arrested last March. 

Singapore said it would 
prosecute anyone it found to 
have committed a crime in 
connection with the Barings 
debacle. An official "report 
criticised 1 a number of Bar- 
ings officials but no one has 
bran charged. 

In Britain, the spotlight is 
on the SFA whidi grants 
licences to individuals want- 
ing to operate in London's 
financial district. It has pow- 
ers io fine and also to revoke 
those licences, effectively 
barring people from trading 
in the city. 

”Our prosecution lawyers 
are studying the case papers 
with a view to considering 
possible disciplinary action,” 
the SFA said. 

It suspended the licences of 
11 former employees last 
year and granted an interim 
permit to Andrew Tuckey, 
former deputy chairman of 
Barings, who was retained by 
Dutch Bank ING which 
bought Barings after it col- 
lapsed. 

The SFA declined to name 
former employees or say how 


many are .involved because 
they are entitled to a tribunal 
and also a right to an appeal. 

Former Barings staff are 
also being targeted by Bar- 
ings bondholders who said 
earlier this month they in- 
tended to issue writs against 
them and those banks which 
advised in the bond issue in 
1994. 

The bondholders have 
fought a public campaign in a 
bid to recoup £100 million 
($153.9 million) of losses and 
tried to get Mr. Leeson 
brought 'back to Britain but 
were stopped by the Serious 
Fraud Office which quashed 
a court application made on 
their behalf. 

Jonathan Stone, chairman 
of the Bondholders Action 
Group, said the bondholders 
planned to issue writs, poss- 
ibly next month, against Mr. 
Tuckey, former Barings, 
chairman Peter Baring and 
, Peter Norris, the former chief 
/ executive officer, and poss- 
ibly some other former Bar- 
ings executives. 

Other court actions also 
look likely as the administra- 
tors of Barings said in Janu- 
ary they had issued writs 
against three firms of accoun- 
tants for claims of negligence 
in audits for “certain years 
between 1991 and 1994.” 

The claims by three Ernst 
Young partners are against 
Coopers Ly brand in London 
and Singapore and Deloine 
Touche in Singapore. 

Meanwhile, the Bank of 
England (BOE) has been 
under fire for its handling of 
Barings and was issued with 
17 recommendations for 
change by its own board of 
banking supervision, which 
conducted Britain’s official 
inquiry into the collapse. 

"Of the 17 recommenda- 
tions made by the board, 15 
have been reviewed in detail 
...” The BOE said in Janu- 
ary, with the remaining two 
being considered by Arthur 
Andersen which began its six- 
month review in November. 

Britain’s parliament is also 
to consider the Barings affair 
with a powerful parliamen- 
tary committee due to begin 
an inquiry after Easter. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman i 



famished AJnfumished 
Semi ViHa For Rent 

- In Sweifieh , 4 bedrooms. 

4 bathrooms. 

Other furnished / unfurnished 
vBlas, flats for sale or rent are 
available. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. B 10605 , 810609 , 
810520 


STUMOI^AIG 

Professional Quality] in 
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Cafe 1 
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FX*R RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
|& Appartments 
in Amman 


for further details please call 
Tel. 864230 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
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Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




I^igfojy, 

Lunch Dinner 


togsosEfig 

SHMESANI TEL 680093 ] 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


$5? 

CROWN HOT 

INDOOR Hffli 
SWIMMING P001 
» I JACUZZI 
ns ROOM 
WIC01 

TEL 758180 
RADIO & TV STATION RD. 






RENT A CAR 




der: ! 


bar 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

TeL 699420 



, A review of news from the Arabic press 
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Amman hotels, restaurants had good 
business during Eid A1 Fitr 

•Crtr ISRAELI ARABS, or 1948 Arabs as they are 
commonly described, and Palestinians from the West Bank 
were the majority of guests visiting Amman during the Eid 
Al Fitr holiday and triggering a flurry of activity at the 
hotels but Jordanian clientele were to be credited for 
boosting business at touristic restaurants. Adel Shukri, 
reception manager at Philadelphia Hotel, described the 
activity as "excellent and beyond imagination." He said 
that touristic activity in Amman was also “extraordinary,” 
noting that between 350 to 400 persons of foreign tourists 
stayed at the hotel. Rida Bustami. an assistant reception 
manager at Amra Hotel, said the occupancy rate for all 
nationalities was 56 per cent and noted that there was an 
improvement during the ’Eid compared to the month of 
Ramadan. He said advance reservations had to be made at 
the hotels restaurant most of the time. George Dababneh, 
another assistant manager, said activity during the ’Eid was 
moderate, but, compared with the month of Ramadan, it 
was good. He estimated occupancy rates at all hotels to 
have been between 60 and 70 per cent. Isa Da'san, 
manager of the Da’san Amusement City, described attend- 
ance there as "extraordinary and unexpected round the 
clock.” Nidal Naffa. owner of Al Bustan restaurant, said 
attendance was high from people living in Jordan. Hala 
Khoury, public relations manager at the Marriott Hotel, 
said there was a noticeable rise in activity during the first 
two days of the ‘Eid as the number topped 140 persons per 
day. She pointed out that the hotel had 62 guests on the 
first day and 82 on the second day and that they were of 
Palestinian, Arab and other nationalities (Al Aswaq). 

New workshop for repairing water 
metres starts operations 

frfr A MODERN and large workshop for repairing water 
metres was opened Sunday by the Secretary-General of the 
Water Authority. The workshop, built in Ein Ghazal area 
and equipped with advanced machinery, as financed by 
DM 380,000 grant from the German Reconstruction Bank. 
The secretary-general said the workshop could repair 
30.000 water metres annually. Jordan's consumption is 
about 100,000 water metres of which 60X100 to 70,000 are 
assembled locally and the rest imported in assembled form 
(Al Aswaq). 

Foreign companies get most 
contracting jobs in 1995 

•trtr SIX FOREIGN companies which registered at the 
Contractors* Association last year carried a work volume of - 
JD 124 million whereas more than 1.000 local contracting 
firms had to compete for the remaining JD 199 million of 
work volume. The government had tendered a number of 
large projects in the recent past and all were awarded to 
foreign companies. An official source at the association 
stressed, that all governmental or semi-governmental in- 
stitutions should adhere to implementing the association's 
law regarding the local contractor. He specified that the 
local contractors should be given no less than 25 per cent of 
the project volume if that project was funded from outside 
the country and was awarded to a foreign contractor. The 
director of tenders at the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing said that the number of local contractors was too 
large compared to the limited number of government 
projects and, as such, the level of performance has declined 
to the extent that it has become hard to differentiate 
between a contractor from the first class and a contractor 
from the fifth class (Al Dustour). 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar on (he London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Monday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3764/74 

Canadian dollar 


1.4480/90 

Deutschemarks 


1.6214/24 

Dutch guilders 


1.1780/90 

Swiss francs 


29.78/82 

Belgian francs 


4.9754/04 

French francs 


1561.8/3.3 

Italian lire 


104.20/30 

Japanese yen 


6.7370/70 

Swedish crowns 


6.3250/00 

Norwegian crowns 


5.5947/04 

Danish crowns 


1.4055/65 

Singapore dollars 


U 7572/77 

Australian dollars 


7.7315/25 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

$1.5386/96 


Gold (ounce) 

$398.90/399.40 
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United turn up heat 
with six-goal demolition 


Mutola sets another 
indoor world recorcF 


*>' ft. 

Chicago Bolls* Scuttle Pippen drives around 
Orlando Magics' Horace Grant during first 


ottie Pippen drives around quarter action at the United Centre (Reuters 
Horace Grant during first photo) 

trounce Magic 111-91 


CHICAGO (R) — In what 
may well be a preview of the 
NBA's Eastern Conference 
finals. Toni Kukoc came off 
the bench to score 24 points 
and Michael Jordan added 23 
as the Chicago Bulls im- 
proved to 25-0 at home with a 
111-91 blowout of the Orlan- 
do Magic. 

“I felt great tonight." said 
Kukoc, who shot 8-of-ll 
from the field, including six 
three-pointers. “I was in the 
zone. 

"When you're like that you 
just shoot the ball, doesn't 
matter who is in front of you. 
It just goes in.” 

* Said Chicago coach Phil 
Jackson: "Obviously they 
had matchup problems with 
Kukoc and when he shoots as 
well as he did today we are 
always going to be tough to 
-beat." 

The Bulls, who were com- 
ing off a defeat in Miami, - 
improved to a league-best 49- 
"6, while Atlantic Division- 
pleading Orlando, which is 
■ also unbeaten at home, fell to 
40-15. 

Shaquille O'Neal scored 33 
points and grabbed 16 re- 
bounds and Penny Hardaway 
added 23 points for the 
Magic, who had a six-game 
-winning streak snapped. 

Scottie Pippen and Luc 
Longley each scored 14 
points while Dennis Rodman 
pulled down 17 rebounds for 
the Bulls. 

At Phoenix, Charles Bark- 
ley scored 25 points and grab- 
bed 16 rebounds to lead the 
resurgent Suns to a 113-105 
win over the injury-depleted 
New York Knicks. 

Kevin Johnson added 24 
points on 10-of-15 shooting 
for the Suns, winner of four 
straight games and seven of 
eight. 

The Knicks. playing with- 
out injured starters Patrick 
Ewing and Charles Oakley, 
lost for the fifth time in seven 
games. 

J.R. Reid led New York 
with 22 points. 

A.C. Green, who has play- 


ed in 784 consecutive games, 
had two teerh knocked out 
and was hospitalised with a 
possible fractured jaw after 
being hit by Reid in the 
fourth quarter. 

At Minnesota, Grant Long 
had 24 points and 13 re- 
bounds to lead the Atlanta 
Hawks to a 92-76 rout of the 
Timberwolves, who put on 
their worst offensive per- 
formance of the season. 

The result made for a hap- 
py homecoming for Christian 
Laettner, whom the Hawks 
acquired in a trade last 
Thursday. Laettner scored 
four of his seven points in an 
84) fourth-quarter spurt that 
sealed the game. • 

Atlanta held Minnesota to 
season lows in points and 
field-goal percentage (31.7 
per cent). The Hawks also 
allowed just 11 points in the 
final period, matching the 
fewest ever scored by the 
T-wolves in a fourth quarter. 

At Washington, Juwan 
Howard had 25 points and 14 
rebounds and Brent Price 
added 21 points as the Bullets 
beat the Milwaukee Bucks 
111-103 to snap a three-game 
losing streak. 

The loss spoiled the efforts 
of Milwaukee's Vin Baker, 
who had 35 points and a 
career-high 21 rebounds. 

Milwaukee pulled within 
84-78 on Baker’s jumper with 
7:38 to go but could ger no 
closer. Price, who also had 
nine assists, scored 11 points 
in the fourth quarter as 
Washington put the game 


away. 

In Los Angeles. Sam Per- 
kins scored 22 points and 
Shawn Kemp added 21 and 
17 rebounds as the Seattle 
Supersonics extended their 
winning streak to 10 games 
with a 106-101 victory over 
the Los Angeles Clippers. 

Detlef Schrempf added 19 
for the Sonics. who never 
trailed. 

The win overshadowed a 
career-best 30 points by Clip- 
pers rookie Brent Barry, who 
also made six steals but 
couldn't prevent his team 
from dropping its fourth in a 
row. 

In Vancouver, David 
Robinson scored seven of his 
20 points in the final four 
minutes as the San Antonio 
Spurs moved into a tie for 
first place with Utah in the 
Midwest Division with a 95- 
84 victory over the Grizzlies. 

Sean Elliott scored 29 
points for the Spurs, who 
have won five of their last six 
games. Bryant Reeves had 22 
points and 10 rebounds for 
the Grizzlies, losers of 10 of 
11 games. 

In Miami, newly acquired 
Tim Hardaway scored 20 
points to lead six players in 
double figures as the Heat 
handed the Philadelphia 
76ers their seventh straight 
loss. 108-101. 

Kurt Thomas added 18 
points and 11 rebounds and 
Walt Williams, also playing 
his first game for rhe Heat, 
scored 12 points, all of three- 
pointers. 


RESULTS 


Chicago 

111 

Orlando 

91 

Washington 

111 

Milwaukee 

103 

Atlanta 

92 

Minnesota 

76 

Phoenix 

113 

New York 

105 

San Antonio 

95 

Vancouver 

84 

Miami 

108 

Philadelphia 

101 

Detroit 

93 

Portland 

81 

New Jersey 

111 

Boston 

105 

Dallas 

105 

Toronto 

98 

Seattle 

106 

LA Clippers 

101 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH H1RSCH 

«IJM Trttuw »■><*□ Sown. Inc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - As Smith. vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K J 9 5 4 7QST6 {-Void *A1072 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
IT 2* Pms ? 

What action do you take? 

A - Iflcft to play there, we are 
sure that two diamonds wouldn't 
oven he ynur second-best '■pot! Bui 
what can you do about it? Partner 
would have doubled with any inters 
esc in spades, so nil you can do is 
paw and hope for the heat. 

Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, os 
South you hold: 

AA 7 TAQ.I73 :JG *I07S3 
The bidding has proceeded - 


WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Pass 

2* 

Pass 

Pass 

2a 

Pass 

Pom 

3-: 

Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A - So Tar. you have done no mure 
than confirm a minimum upeninc 
bid with a dub preference. What 
partner ha* in mind is an open 


question, but it cannot damage your 
interests to now pinpoint your side 
strength. Bid three spades. 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*1)94 7AK873 C87fi +K5 

The bidding has proceeded; 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I* Pass 2-? Pass 

47 Pans ? 

A • If you play that partner's jump 
raise is strong, ihen you are surely 
worth a move. Since you have noth- 
ing to cue-bid. wu suggest you show 
your spade fragment by bidding 
fourspnries. However, we won’t 
quihhte with si raise over gome of 
live hearts If ynur initial response 
promised game-going values, how- 
ever. p.i>« 

Q. 4 - Until vulnerable, As South 
vau hold 


*K 10 7 B TE9S3 CQ109 6 *3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1+ 1*7 ? 

What acuon do you take? 


A - If you play Negative Doubles, 
that would be a reasonable choice. 
If not. your singleton in partner's 
suit makes any bid by you fraught 
with danger. We would pass to see 
how the auction develops. 


Q. 5 - East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AK98 78 OKQJ3 *Q1098 

The bidding has proceeded: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
10 Pass Pass Id 
Dbl 7 

What action do you take? 

A - We might well have overcallcd 
one spado despite having only n 
four-card suit. Now wc have to tell 
partner that we could have the best 
hand at the table, and the way to do 
that is by redoubling. 


Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

aAKJ 7Q10S43 0864 *Q6 

The bidding has* proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I*. Pass IT- Paw 

20 Pus ? 

What do you bid now? 

A • Partners reverse* shows a good 
hand, but there's a strong passihili- . 
ty that some of your spade valued 
might he wasted. You can tell part- 
ner that you have a good hand with 
u strong holding in spades by jump- 
ing D> three no Lrump. 


LONDON (AFP) — A blistering start and a 
late flourish in a 6-0 demolition of basement 
club Bolton saw Manchester United close the 
gap on Premiership leaders Newcastle to just 
four paints on -Sunday. 

Goals from David Beckham, Steve Bruce, 
Andy Cole, Nicky Butt and two from late 
substitute Paul Scholes sealed a masterful 
performance from the Red Devils whose title 
challenge appeared dead and buried only a 
few weeks ago. 

Newcastle, who dropped two vital points in 
a 3-3 draw at Manchester City on Saturday, 
still have a game in hand over United. 

But the two teams now face each other at 
St. James Park on Monday March 4th in what 
is already being billed as the championship 
decider. 

"It will be a tremendous match with a great 
atmosphere. T am really looking forward to it 
and we are going into it at just the right time," 
said United manager Alex Ferguson. 

A moment of sublime skill from Welsh 
winger Ryan Giggs, who has been in sparkling 
form recently, set United on the way after just 
five minutes. 

Juggling the ball from foot to foot, Giggs 
advanced on the Bolton box, before lifting the 
ball over the advancing defence and volleying 
a dipping shot onto the cross bar for Beckham 
to head home the rebound. 

United went two up 10 minutes later when 
Bruce got in behind Bolton's static defence to 
head home a Beckham comer before Cole 
made the game safe 20 minutes from time, 
side-stepping Simon Coleman to net off the 
bar. 

Scholes made a sensational entry scoring 
twice within six minutes of coming on as a- 
replacement for Eric Cantona. 

Butt, inspirational in midfield Throughout, 
put the sixth nail in the Wanderers' coffin 
right at the death after a good link-up with 


Schumacher 
not satisfied 
with Estoril 
practice 

ESTORIL (AFP) — For- 
mula One world champion 
Michael Schumacher 
finished Ferrari’s practice 
session here on Sunday and 
said that they hadn't had 
enough practice to sort out 
tbe car's problems. 

Schumacher, was able to 
complete 38 laps in the 
morning (best time of lmin- 
23.88 secs) but heavy rain 
forced the cancellation of 
the afternoon session, said: 

"We have completed 400 
kilometres with the new car . 
which is better- than no-t 
thing. But its still too little 
to' sort out the- niggling' 
problems." 

Ferrari has had a trou- 
bled time at Estoril, Schu- 
macher has not practiced 
some days and on one occa- 
sion had to test in the old 
car. 

His best time was some 
two seconds slower than 
major rival Williams' World chami 

Damon Hill, twice runner- Formal 

up to Schumacher. circuit befor 


Gascoigne M| 

Rangers jjppj 

on course 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Eng- 
land star Paul Gascoigne 
helped keep Rangers on 
course for an eighth succes- 
sive Premier division title in 
an ill-tempered 1-0 victory at 
Aberdeen on Sunday. 

Gascoigne's 32nd minute 
penalty secured victory for 
Walter Smith's side taking 
them three points clear of 
Old Firm rivals Celtic, who . • 

had drawn level on points 
after Saturday's 4-0 demoli- 
tion of Partick. 

But yiclory did not come* 
easily in a tension-packed 
afternoon with referee Hugh 
Dallas producing his yellow 
card nine times. 

Gascoigne collected his 
tenth domestic booking of 
the season but his I2th goal - - 

clinched victory as Rangers 
missed a series of other 
chances before withstanding Italy’s Alberti 

a late Aberdeen rally. ... ... 

It was a third booking in Alpine suing 

four games for the England ' »nn 
midfielder who is moving Oil! 

closer to a three-match ban. 

Now with nine games left ^ 

Rangers are still out in front 
with Celtic due at Ibrox on 2l m f c 
Sunday. March 17. in what t ' ie 
looks a championship decid- 

' day. 

Aberdeen went into the Tomba'svic 

match aiming to prove there slalom rounde 
is life after rising Scotland described by 
star Eoin Jess, sold this week Federatio 
to English Premiership strug- denl Marc Ho 

glers Coventry City. of the best in 

Sctnl Booth was the re- ski racing." 
placement with Stephen Hodler’s clc 

Glass reverting to left-back, comments we 

Dean Wtndass missed a smooth mid 

doser-range chance when ripples betwet 

Andy Goram pushed out a organising cc 

Glass free-kick and then Billy euphoric res 

Dodds, who collected a Spanish pul 

booking, shot wide. meant those ri 


Looking ahead to the big showdown with 
the leaders at St. James’ Park, man-of-the- 
match Roy Keane said: "It’s an important 
game for both clubs but we really need to go 
up there and win and we’re very confident. 

“We beat them at Old Trafford quite 
comfortably early in the season and we’re 
very confident we can go up there and get 
three points." 

Earlier. African stars Phil Masinga and 
Tony Yeboah fired Leeds into their first 
Wembley final in 23 years as the Premiership 
side saw off First Division Birmingham 3-0 in 
the second leg of the League Cup semi final. 

Brian Deane headed the third for a 5-1 
aggregate win that sends Leeds into their first 
domestic final — against Aston Villa on 
March 24 — since they lost the infamous 1973 
FA Cup final to second division Sunderland. 

Leeds boss Howard Wilkinson savoured the 
prospect of the trip to Wembley, saying: 

"It’s what you want to do when you start off 
as a player and then when you start off as a 
manager and for me personally it's been 
something of a holy grail. 

“It's a very big day for me but I'm sure it is 
for the club too, because it's been 23 years 
since we've been to Wembley for a final. 

"There have been eight managers since 
then and some of those years have been very 
barren ones." he added. 

- There was also great personal satisfaction 
for goalscorer 17-goal Yeboah who arrived at 
Leeds from Eintracht Frankfurt at the start of 
last year. 

He said: “Ever since I was a child in Ghana 
the thought of going to Wembley just to be a 
spectator has been a personal dream. 

"Now I’m going there for real, not just to 
watch but to play in a final and I couldn’t be 
more happy.” 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Maria 
Mutola of Mozambique set a 
women’s 1,000 metres indoor 
world record for the second 
time in two weeks when she 
docked two minutes 31.23 
seconds at an international 
athletics meeting on Sunday. 

Mutola, 23, improved her 
own record of 2:32.08. which 
she set in Birmingham. Eng- 
land. on February 10- 

When she last competed in 
Sweden, in the 1995 World 
Championships, she won the 
800 metres gold medal. 

From the starting gun. 
Mutola was right on the 
shoulder of Danish pacemak- 
er Karen Gydesen, who set a 
world record pace of 28.3 
seconds after 200 metres and 
58.2 after 400. 

Midway through the race, 
Mutola took the lead as 
Gydesen dropped out and 
ran alone for the rest of it. 
She was timed in 1:28.9 at 
600 metres and 2:00.4 after 
800 and finished well ahead 
of runner-up Bulgarian 
Natalya Dukhnova who 
clocked 2:37.55. 

Surinam's Letitia Vriesde 
was third in 2:38.79. 

"When I was young, I nev- 
er iiked running," admitted 
Mutola, who now looks for- 
ward to a break before pre- 
paring for this summer’s 
Atlanta Olympic Games. 

"1 am thinking about en- 
tering the 1.500 metres in the 


Olympics, but the 800 comes 
first,” she said, adding that 
she is still aiming foT the 
world record in that event. 

"But it’s very, very tough. 
My primary goal is to get 
down to 1:54 and keep work- 
ing on it from there." 

The world 800 metTes re- 
cord is 1:53.28,- set by Czech 
Jarmiia Kratochvilova in 
July. 1983. 

Jamaica’s Merlene Ottey 
won the women's 60 metres 
in 7.14 seconds, saying she 
was happy to have finished 
her indoor career with a win. 

“This was my last indoor 
race ever, and I will probably 
retire this year,” said Ottey, 
adding that "a 100 metres 
gold medal in Atlanta could 
make me change my mind." 

Ottey's fellow-Jamaican 
Donovan Powell set a sta- 
dium record when he won the 
men's 60 metres in 6.56 
seconds, just inside Canadian 
Donovan Bailey's previous 
best of 6.57. 

Courtney Hawkins beat 
fellow-American world 1 
champion Allen Johnson in 
the 60 metres hurdles, dock- 
ing 7.54 seconds against , 
Johnson's 7.70. 

Denmark's world 800 
metres champion Wilson 
Kipketer won the 1.000 
metres in 2:17.08 in a dose 
race with Moroccan Mahjoub 
Haida, who finished in 
2:17.17. 



World champion German driver Michael Schumacher in his 
new Formula 1 Ferrari F310 as he tests his car in Estoril 
circuit before the opening round of this year's FI World 


Championships at Melbourne, Australia on March JO 
(Rentes photo) 
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Italy's Alberto Tomba dips a gate as he skis down the Neveros - course during the first run of the men's slalom race in tb 
Alpine duing world championships on Sunday (Reuters photo) 

Tomba crowns championships with 2nd gold 


SIERRA NEVADA (AFP) 
— Alberto Tomba provided a 
fitting spectacle as he took 
the last gold medal, his 
second, here at the world 
skiing championships on Sun- 
day. 

Tomba ’s victory in the final 
slalom rounded up two weeks 
described by International 
Ski Federation (FIS) presi- 
dent Marc Hodler as ”... one 
of the best in the history of 
ski raring.” 

Hodler’s closing ceremony 
comments were designed to 
smooth mid championship 
ripples between FIS and the 
organising committee. The 
euphoric response by the 
Spanish public probably 
meant those ripples had been 


smoothed. 

The 1996 championships 
will be remembered more for 
the fact that the right people 
won races. Jomba’s two gold 
medals were equalled by 
Sweden’s Pemilla Wiberg. 

Unlike Tomba, who only 
races slalom and giant sla- 
lom. she competed in all dis- 
ciplines and was given an 
Audi car as the best racer of 
the championships. 

Wiberg’s golds in com- 
bined and slalom provided 
her with her fifth cham- 
pionship and Olympic gold 
medals. Tomba has one 
Olympic gold, two silvers, 
two world championship 
golds and a bronze. 

Tomba's back-to-back wins 


will draw comparisons with 
Swedish great Ingemar Sten- 
mark but the Italian admitted 
he has a way to go to catch 
the b cct ever gate racer. 

Delayed a year because of 
lack of snow in 1995, the 
championships went off with 
few hitches, except disrup- 
tions resulting from all the 
four downhills being sche- 
duled on the one hill. 

“We have learned some- 
thing here,” said FIS 
General-Secretary Gian- 
Franco Kasper. "In future, 
even next year at Cortina, we 
will make sure there are two 
alternatives for the dow- 
nhill." 

Competition opened with a 

Nordic sweep of the men’s 



Super-G medals and gold for 
Norwegian Atle Skaaxdd. 

Both men’s and women's 
Super-G’s needed the soft 
touch and Italy’s Isolde Kost- 
ner won the women’s, laying 
the foundations for Italy hail 
storm of medals. 

Austria's Patrick Ortlieb 
won both downhill gold and 
icon status in his ski-mad 
country. Ortlieb is one of 
only five* skiers to win both 
Olympic downhill gold and 
the world championship title. 

American Picabo Street 
won the women’s downhill. 

After weather disruptions : 
the combined events were 
eventually won by Wiberg a 
and five rimes overall World f 
Cup winner, Marc Girardelli. 
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Sports 

Coetzer loses Oklahoma final 


OKLAHOMA CITY (R) — 
Brenda Schuliz-McCarthy of 
the Netherlands used her big 
serve to overpower third- 
seeded South African Aman- 
da Coetzer Sunday as she 
successfully defended her ti- 
tle at the IGA tennis classic. 

The second-seeded 
Schultz-McCarthy belted 14 
aces in the convincing 6-3 6-2 
victory over Coetzer, who 
had upset top seed Chanda 
Rubin to reach the final. 

“The whole week I was 
able ro play my game.” said 
the towering Dutchwoman. 


who compiled 57 aces for the 
week and earned S29.0G0 for 
her sixth career title on the 
WTA tour. 

She took control early in 
both sets, breaking Coeizer’s 
serve for a 4-1 lead in the first 
and jumping out to a com- 
manding 5-1 advantage in the 
second set of the 71 -minute 
contest. 

The victor’s overpowering 
performance was surprising 
given the fact that she had 
played a doubles match that 
went until almost midnight 



Michael Stich of Germany (left) holds his Community Championships in Antwerp (Reu- 
tropfay as Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia looks on ters photo) 
after Stich won the final of the European 

Stich ends Ivanisevic’s winning streak 


ANTWERP (R) — German 
Midtael Stich snapped the 
winning streak of Croat 


October. 

The 27-year-old German, 
ranked 13th in the world. 


Goran Ivanisevic by taking- dominated from the net in 
the European Community the first two sets in a battle 


Tennis Championship title on 
Sunday. 

Ivanisevic, the pre-match 
favourite who bad won the 
titles in Zagreb and Dubai in 
recent weeks, was beaten 6-3. 
6:2, 7-6 (7-5) in 84 minutes by 
Stich^ the sixth seed who was 
playing only his second 
tournament since tearing a 
ligament in his left ankle last 


between two big servers who 
together had hit more than 
120 aces in their four pre- 
vious matches here. 

Third seed and world num- 
ber nine Ivanisevic, who saw 
a winning streak of 14 match- 
es halted, squandered most 
of his volleys but recovered 
his poise after saving two 
break points in the third 
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Afternoon 
k. Classes 


MODERN STANDARD ARABIC 

Beginners & Intermediate 
Starting March 2nd, 1996 I 


for more information, please contact : Tei. 614732 / 3 Fax. 614721 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESD.-.v : . 


on Saturday. 

"I was a tittle tired today.” 
she admitted. "That helped 
me focus more. I didn't want 
to gel in a three-set match 
with a lot of long rallies.” 

Coetzer said her own serve 
let her down. 

"I knew I hud to try and 
serve well," she said. "I lost 
my serve in both sets. There 
was roo much pressure. 

“Brenda played very well. 
You have to come up with so 
many solid points (to beat 
her).” 


Batistuta keeps Fiorentina in title race 

PSG set up crisis committee: Atletico manage win 


game of the third set. 

Stich — and the crowd — 
had a major scare when the 
German slipped and fell 
heavily in the sixth game of 
the third set. 

He lay motionless on his 
back for a few seconds before 
he was helped on his feet by 
Ivanisevic. He appeared un- 
hurt. 

It was the first ATP title 
for Stich, the 1991 Wimble- 
don champion, since he took 
the Los Angeles title last 
August. 


PARIS (Agencies) — Paris 
Saint Germain's recent poor 
run has reached crisis propor- 
tions at boardroom level as 
club officials set up an 
emergency committee on 
Sunday to try and prevent 
their fifth consecutive defeat. 

Coach Luis Fernandez, 
criticised recently for his line- 
ups. has seen his team lose 
four times since February 7. 
League losses to Monaco.* 
Montpellier and Strasbourg 
preceded Saturday’s 3-1 de- 
feat at Auxene in the French 
Cup. 

It is their worst run since 
four successive league losses 
in 1989 — to Caen, Mul- 
house, Lyon, and Marseille. 
And PSG’s current form is 
just one loss away from their 
worst ever league runs — five 
consecutive defeats in both 
the 1 984/85 and 1987/88 sea- 
sons. 

Despite the action by an- 
xious PSG officials, the' club 
are nevertheless still top of 
the league. 

However, some would say 
their situation was precarious 
as second-placed Auxerre 
trail by three points with a 
game in hand. And third 
placed-Met 2 . four points be- 
hind PSG. have two games in 
hand. 

The committee will be 
chaired by club supremo 
Michel Denisot, with club 
president Bernard Brochand. 
vice-president Alain Cayzac. 
Jean-Francois Domergue and 
Jean-Michel Moutier also in- 
cluded. 

The committee's role is to 
help Fernandez reach the 
goals set at the start of the 
season — win the French 
League and the European 
Cup Winners Cup. 

PSG's nexL matches are 
against Lens on Tuesday, at 
Rennes on March 2. before 
the first leg of their European 
Cup Winners Cup quarter- 
final at Parma on March 7. 

And Fernandez is under 
extreme pressure as there is 
already talk of Joel Bat. 
France's former keeper, tak- 
ing over as coach if results do 
not improve. 

George Weah’s 10th goal 
of the season ensured visitors 
AC Milan held champions 
Juventus for a 1-1 draw in the 
Italian championship. 

Antonio Conte scored for 
Juventus with a 25-yard half- 
volley in the fourth minute 
before Liberian world foot- 
baller of the year Wcah 
headed an equaliser from a 
Roberto Donadoni cross 
from the left on the half- 
hour. 

However Fiorentina closed 
the gap from seven to five 
points as two goals from Gab- 
riel Batistute helped Fiorenti- 
na thrash Napoli 3-0. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN JABAL AL HUSSEIN 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, American- 
style kitchen, large hall, furniture in very good 
condition, second floor, super deluxe finishing, 
with separate central heating. 

Call Tel: 603549, 692137 


The No. 1 in the city j 

A) Blue Print, Sepia, Zerox & Tracing Copying. ( 

B) & Other Office Equipments. I 

AL-FAWARIS O.E.E Tel: 694315 Telfax 694316; 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Situated in a quiet area. 180 sq.m., first floor, 
consists of three bedrooms, L-shaped lounge, 
spacious kitchen with balcony, two bathrooms, 
veranda that could be used as a maid's room, 
separate telephone, water, electricity and heating. 
(No intermediaries please) 

For more information please contact 
telephones 644581, 812840, 814850 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699634/684311 


FOR RENT 

4 deluxe apartments, furnished or 
unfurnished in Shmeisani near Safeway. 

For further details please call Tel 686172 
or telefax 602913 


LUXURIOUS / SPORT CAR FOR SALE 
1991 MITSUBISHI 3000 GT VR-4 . THE ONLY ONE IN 
THE COUNTRY . TWIN TURBO - LOADED - 5 SPEED - 
JAMAICAN BLUE COLOR - PERFECT CONDITION - 
LIKE NEW - CU STOM S DUTIES UNPAID. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 699656 FROM 08:00 
TO 17:00 & 6720-18 FROM 17:00 TO 2 IKK). 

JOB VACANCIES 

A trading company requires: 

(1) ACCOUNTANT: fluent English, with 5 
years experience. Computer is a must. 

(2) EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: fluent 
English, with 7 years experience in 
computing, banking and accounting. Free 
to travel. 

Please send c.v. with recent photo to: 

P.O.Box 81 5 374 - Amman 11180- 
Jordan. 

" All requests will be handled with confidentiality. " 


Argentina’;; Batistuta, who 
scored in hi* first ! I games 
for Fiorentina last season — a 
Serie A record — hit home tn 
the 38ih and 72nd minutes, 
with Francesco Baiano 
rounding off the scoring with 
a quarter-hour to go. 

And Batistuta has now 
joined Bari's Igor Protti at 
the top of the goalscoring list 
with 16 goals. 

Lazio closed the gap on 
third placed-Parma as they 
won 3-1 at lowly Padova — 
Parma could only mange a 
goalless draw at Udinese. 
Parma are now three points 
ahead of the Roma club. 

Guiseppe Signori hit his 
1 5th goal of the season for 
Lazio 10 minutes before the 
break and Pierluigi Casiraghi 
and Diego Fuser added the 
other two. 

Croatian Goran Vlaovichit 
an 89th minute penalty as 
consolidation for Padova. 

inter Milan’s Marco Bran- 
ca. a midseason recruit from 
AS Roma, scored the only 
goal of the match and his 13th 
of the season in their home 
win over Atlanta. 

Bayern Munich moved 
level on points with German 
league leaders Dortmund on 
Sunday as they thrashed 
Uerdingcn 6-1. Dortmund 
still lead, however, as they 
have played one match less. 

On Sarurduy. Dortmund 
had only their second loss of 
the season, and first at home, 
as Rostock earned their 
second league victory this 
season against Dortmund 
with a 2-1 win. 

Bayern Munich, who had 
lost their previous two match- 
es. bounced back with a in- 
creased motivation to notch 
up their convincing win. Tho- 
mas Helmer. Jurgen Klins- 
mann. Alexander Zickter. 
Mchmet Scholl and Thomas 
Sirunz (2) all found the net 
for the visitors. 

However Dortmund were 
always chasing the game in 
their encounter. 

Steffen Baumgart opened 
the scoring for Rostock just 
before the break, and Akpo- 
borie doubled the score in the 
54th minute. Czech midfiel- 
der Patrik Berger pulled one 
back for Dortmund two mi- 
nutes later as consolation. 

In Spain. Atletico Madrid's 
Jose Luis Caminero hit a late 
winner to be3t Celia Vign 3-2 
and conserve their eight- 
point lead at the top over 
Barcelona, who beat Betis 
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Argentine player Abel Ba!bo ifcfn <»!* Roma 
goes for the ball with Giulio Falcone during the 


match Roma vs Torino for the Italian firs 
division in Rome. Roma won 1-9. 


However Barcelona left it 
till the 85th minute to get 
their goal at the Nou Camp 
Stadium through Bosnia- 
Her 2 eeovina striker Meho 
Kodnx 

Third-placed Compostela 
only just scraped a 3-3 draw 
at home to Real Madrid 
when Hernandes Virailio 
scored just seconds before 
the final whistle. 


THE GALLERY 


HOUSES 


Whv do we claim that?? - 

Since 1992, THF. GAf.l. F.RY originated exclusive 

blends of pot pourri including one of a kind- creafions. :. w^li 


New Unfurnished Villa For Rent Or Ssle 

Location: Near the American Embassy to the 
south. 

Consists of 2 floors & basement, 5 bedrooms, 

4 salons, 5 bathrooms, 2 kitchens, garden & 
garage. Annual rent : $ 70,000 

If interested please call: 811395 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon and sitting 
room, two bathrooms, kitchen, and 
independent central heating. Location: Dahiet 
Al Rasheed. 

Please call 693356 (1-5 p.m.) 


ALL ELEMENTS ARE FROM JORDAN ■ .. • 

A 1. L I N( i RF.I) 1 ENTS ARE • NATURAL ‘ . ;■£#> 

NO DYES - . $4 

NO ENDANGERED SPECIES , J 

\ QL \I.ITY PRODUCT with fragrance and visual 

Id’. ml v \\ *• Ti l rr in iinr rriMlion :is - , 


hcauh. Me refer to our creation a> _ • . 

\Es mKTKS or NATURE ' 

\ combination of Bcjuti. TuMe and Art in /uturalTorr^tT 
Simple adornments for the home also includinggla^vacpyi 
stoneware and pottery. ; '.\ ' ; ^ 

BRING THE REAL TY OF NA'l LRF. ENDODR^ll^ 

Till-: C; vl I EK\ IIOTEI. INTERCOM' ‘INENTAI- JORn/N^I 
AMM W WOM K*\» 2 INC 




JOSh^ltftiil ulcu-j- OaJ3 
Amman International Hotel 



Discover. 

Zhe ties! 

'Disco Bar in Zoivn 


Pniv§ 


Tel: 841712 


ADVERTISEMENT 
The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 

The Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities is interested 
t i in developing a video film package for promoting 
i j tourism to Jordan. Qualified companies should 
! ] contact the Accounts Department at the Ministry of ' 
i I Tourism / Third Circle to purchase a copy of the 
tender documents for JD 50 for each copy (non- 
refundable). 

Bidders should note the following: 

1. The dead-line for purchasing documents is 
12:00 (noon) on Wednesday 7/3/1 S96 
““I! 2. The dead-line for submitting proposals is 12:00 

(noon) on Saturday 10/3/1996. The proposals 
should be placed in the tender box at the 
Accounts Department, Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. 

te i 3. It is necessary that the "technical offer" should 

— be submitted in separate sealed envelope from 

t "the financial offer" and should be marked clearly 

f on the envelope: (proposal for developing a video 

| film package "technical offer* or "financial offer" 

[ depending on the contents of the envelope). 

| 4 . a certified cheque or a “Bid Bond" should be 

8 submitted in a separate sealed envelope as a 
| i guarantee for participating in the tender. The 
I cheque should be not less than 5% of your bid 
j and valid for 90 days from the date of submitting 

I i the proposal. Any proposal not accompanied by a 
f j ] bid bond wili not be considered. 

1 i j Dr. Saleh Rusheidat 
: ! Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 



CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA 


PLAZA 


Jean Claude Van Damm 


SUDDEN 

DEATH 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Adel Emam/ Dalai Abdel 
Azeez/ Shereen Saaf AlNaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 .6:30, 8:30, 10:30 _ 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Adel Emam/Dalal Abdel Azeez/ 
Shereen Saaf AlNaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6. 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Van Dam /Roger Moore 

THE QUEST 

- Shows: 12. 1:45. 3:30, 5:15, 6:45 “ 


TEL:(5m20 AMMOUN THEATRE & Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 


C1NEMA/TEL: 61S274 - 61S275 


Ahmad Zaki / Ragdah 
In 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3, 6:30, S:30, 10:30 


TEL: 625155 


Performances of the play 

“Ahlan Hukoisq Al 
I nsan Al Arabs” 
Welcome 

Arab Human Rights 
Will cease 

om Feb. 26 till March 18 







Suicide attacks 
cut Labour lead 


in opinion polls 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Popular support for the 
Israeli right soared Monday 
after the country suffered its 
worst ever suicide bombing, 
-dealing a blow to Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres' 
chances in upcoming elec- 
tions widely seen as a re- 
ferendum on the peace pro- 
cess. 

A snap poll published 
Monday showed the Labour 
Party chief lead over his 
main right-wing rival. Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, slashed to 
three points, compared to 15 
just before militants killed 25 
people in a double bombing 
on Sunday which a/so left two 
suicide assailants dead. 

The poll by the Dahaf insti- 
tute for the Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper showed 43 per 
cent support for Mr. Netany- 
ahu. head of the Likud party 
and a fierce critic of the 
Palestinian autonomy 
accords. Mr. Peres' 46 per 
cent. 

The survey must be viewed' 
with caution in that it was 
taken while emotions were 
still high following the bomb- 
ings. 

But it highlighted the fra- 
gility of the Labour Party's 
popularity in recent months 
and the sensitivity of public 
opinion to threats to Israel's 
security. 

Sunday's suicide attack was 
the deadliest in Israel's his- 
tory and just the kind of blow 
feared by the Labour leaders 
who negotiated the land-for- 


peace agreements with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 


Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Mr. Peres’ decision to 
move up the next general 
elections from Oct. to May 29 
was an attempt to avoid just 
such shocks. 

“Fate always strikes back 
at Peres just when he is soar- 
ing,” lamented one senior 
official in the prime minis- 
ter's office, referring to a 
particularly worrisome prece- 
dent for the Labour leader — 
a bombing in Jericho just 
days before 1988 elections 
which wiped out a 10-point 
lead in opinion polls and sent 
Mr. Peres down to defeat. 

Mr. Peres admitted to 
journalists last week that only 


another such attack could 
undermine his chances in the 
May 29 polls. 

“We have all the cards to 
win these elections, unless 
there is a terrorist attack.” he 
said. 

The right set a precedent of 
its own Sunday in not seeking 
immediate partisan gain from 
the carnage. 

Mr. Netanyahu, clearly 
conscious that Israeli attitudes 
have changed dramatically 
since the November assas- 
sination of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, called for 
national unity and cairn in 
respect for the dead. 

Unlike after previous 
bombings, Mr. Netanyahu 
refrained from calling protest 
demonstrations against the 
government's peace policies 
and most other conservative 
leaders shared his restraint by 
not visiting the bombing 
sites. 

Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak saw the right's reaction 
as proof “that Israelis have 
become more mature. The 
Rabin assassination has 
changed the way they see 
things.” 

Likud and other conserva- 
tive parties saw their standing 
in the polls collapse after the 
killing, notably due to 
charges that their virulent 
anti-government attacks had 
helped incite the murder by a 
Jewish radical. 

Labour party officials are 
hoping that right-wing fears 
of a similar backlash will 
keep conservatives from 
dying to profit too openly 
from Sunday's double bomb- 
ing. 

The tragedy will neverthe- 
less provide ammunition for 
Mr. Netanyahu when he re- 
sumes campaigning following 
the traditional week ot 


mourning. 

Some of his close allies, 
including former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
have already given a foretaste 
of what to expea. 

Already on Sunday Mr. 
Shamir was declaring that the 
suicide attack by the Hamas 
movement ’‘proves once 
again that the agreements 
with the PLO are a catas- 
trophe for Israel." 


Saddam personally shot 
dead defectors - report 


DUBAI (AFP) — President 
Saddam Hussein on Sunday 
revived doubts over whether 
he can be trusted for any 
deals with the United Nations 
after he lured back defectors, 
with promises of a pardon 
that failed to spare their lives. 

General Hussein Kamel, a 
former industry minister who 
disclosed arms and other sec- 
rets after defecting to Jordan, 
and his brother Saddam 
Kamel, a former security 
chief, were shot dead in 
Baghdad on Friday. 

Amid a stream of conde- 
mnation from Washington, 
other capitals and the Iraqi 
opposition, the Gulf News 
daily said Sunday: “The 
world will deplore the man- 
ner in which they were 
offered pardons and then 
summarily punished." 

“The international com- 
munity will ask the question 
all over again how much cre- 
dence can be attached to any 
of the ’primises' thar the 
Baghdad regime has made so 
far." the English-language 
newspaper in the United 
Arab Emirates said. 

The Gulf News added that 
“it is a matter of constant 
doubt" whether Baghdad will 
honour the terms of the ceas- 
efire ending the 1991 Gulf 
war. which calls for the eli- 
mination of Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction. 

It also asked if Baghdad 
would “keep its side of the 
deal” if it agrees to a U.N. 
resolution allowing it to ex- 
port SI billion worth of oil 
every quarter to buy only 
food and medicine, it said. 

Iraq began technical meet- 
ings in New York on Feb. 6 
to discuss U.N. Resolution 
986 which would allow li- 
mited oil exports under strict 
international control. A 
second round is expected to ; 
begin next month. 

Two U.N. teams investi- 
gating Iraq's chemical and 
germ warfare programmes 
arrived in Iraq on Saturday 
and “started working as soon 
as they arrived." U.N. offi- 
cials said. 

The 19-member chemical 
weapons team are to spend a 
week in Baghdad to “verify 
information presented last 
year by Baghdad to the U.N. 
Special Commission (UN- 


SfcOMj charged with dis- 
arming Iraq and to travel to 
certain sites," an official said. 

In New York, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations. Madeleine Albright, 
said: “the whole way that 
they were welcomed and par- 
doned and murdered shows a 
great deal about the way Sad- 
dam Hussein believes that he 
deals with people. 

“Saddam Hussein is a brut- 
al dictator and his brutality 
knows no bounds." Ms. 
Albright added. 

In Tehran, the head of the 
Supreme Council for the Isla- 
mic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIRlj. Ayatollah Moham- 
mad Baqer A1 Hakim, re- 
jected official Iraqi reports 
the defectors were killed by 
relatives seeking to restore 
family honour. 

Sheikh Hakim told the 
newspaper Iran News that 
President Saddam was known 
for reneging on promises, 
adding the Iraqi government 
never" respected its commit- 
ments. laws or morality. 

Iran, which fought an 
eight-year war with Iraq in 
the 1980s and shelters SCIRI 
and other Iraqi opposition 
groups, also implied that 
Baghdad was behind the 
murders. 


King Hussein said on Sun- 
day that he was “disgusted" 
by* the murder of the defec- 
tors. 

Hussein Kamel had called 
for the overthrow of the Sad- 
dam government during a 
press conference in Amman 
and had provided informa- 
tion to the United Nations on 
■aq’s secret programme for 
• m-conventional weapons. 



Bosnian Serbs drive a cart in front of a burnt house in the Serb-held Sarajevo suburb of Hidja on Monday. 
Illdia is the second of five Sarajevo suburbs scheduled to be transferred from Bosnia's Serb republic to the 


Ilidja is the second of five Sarajevo suburbs scheduled to be transferred from Bosnia's Serb republic to the 
Muslun-Croat federation by March 20 (Reuter photo) 


Hamas seen open to consider end 
to anti-Israeli suicide bombings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Hamas fighters, 
boosted by two deadly 
suicide strikes against Israel, 
have issued the clearest signal 
ever they could be willing to 
abandon attacks against the 
Jewish state. Palestinian 
analysts said Monday. 

Hamas claimed responsi- 
bility for the double suicide 1 
bombings Sunday which kil- 
led 27 people, saying the 
attacks were revenge for 
Israel's January slaying of 
Yahya Ayash, the Hamas 
bomb-maker known as the 


engineer. 

But the Hamas group 
which carried out the attack 
also indicated in a leaflet 
issued Sunday that the bomb- 
ings could be their last if the 
Israeli government was "se- 
rious" about peace. 

• ’This is something we can 
take very seriously,” said 
Ziyad Abu Amr, a Bir Zeit 


University specialist on the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 


Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas. 

"Hamas has restored its 
credibility, avenged Yehiya 
Ayash, and shown it can hit 
the Israelis," he said. 

“It has demonstrated that 
if it abandons this tactic, it 
will do so from a position of 
strength." 

The bombings in Jerusalem 
and the southern city of 


Ashkalon, which killed 27 
people, includiung the bom- 
bers, were not a sign of new 
militancy but a direct art of 
revenge, said Mr. Abu Amr, 
a newly elected member of 
the Palestinian council. 

Israel's killing of Ayash 
made it difficult for those 
opposed to violent attacks in 
the movement to argue 
against bombings, analysts 
said. 

Still, they stressed, the 
leaflet issued after the bomb- 
ings includes a clear invita- 
tion to bargaining with Israel, 
for the first time ever without 
setting impossible conditions. 

“If the government of 
Israel is serious in its peace 
project it should stop its ter- 
rorism against Hamas and 
release our prisoners im- 
mediately," said the leaflet, 
which was signed the “Yahya 
Ayash Units — New Genera- 
tion." 

“Then we will adopt a his- 
toric position where we will 
be the party most keen on not 
having one drop of blood 
shed in the land of Pales- 
tine," it said. 

The bombings came after 
.Hamas had refrained from 
striking Israeli targets for six 
months as part of a tacit 
agreement with the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) headed by Yasser 


Arafat. 

"I think that they after 
what consider to be a success- 
ful attack they are saying 
maybe it is time to start bar- 
gaining (with Israel) from a 
position of strength,” Ghas- 
san Khatib, head of the Jeru- 
salem Media and Com- 
munications Centre, said. 

Hamas leaders have good 
reasons to refrain from furth- 
er armed attacks, analysts 
said. 

However, militants who 
moved to the fore during the 
intifada uprising continue to 
argue in favour of bombings. 

The reasons for a halt in- 
clude avoiding arrest and 
crackdowns by Palestinian 
authorities, the need to freely 
build up Hamas social institu- 
tions in PNA areas, and in- 
terest in ensuring that muni- 
cipal elections., axe held this 
spring in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip -so the movement 
can show its popularity. 

Nor are most of the attacks 
popular among the Palesti- 
nian public because they kill 
civilians and lead to costly 
Israeli military closures of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
analysts say. 

“Hamas is a political 
movement interested in its 
continued survival. They do 


Jordanians 

celebrate 

Kuwait's 

liberation 


(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (AP) — In a sign 
of improving ties, senior gov- 
ernment officials crowded a 
lavish party held Sunday by 
the Kuwaiti embassy to mark 
the emirate’s national day. 

Ir was the first time that the 
Kuwaitis, whose relations 
with Jordan were strained dur- 
ing Iraq's occupation of their - 
country , have held such a 
.high profile celebration in 
Amman in six years. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti led the long 
line of current and former 
cabinet ministers who 
attended tbe two-hour recep- 
tion at an Amman hotel de- 
corated with the emirate’s 
flags. .. _ 

The prime minister sent a 
cable to his Kuwaiti counter- 
part, Sheikh Saad A1 Abdul- 
lah Al Sabah, to congratulate 
him on the 35th anniversary 
of Kuwait's independence, 
which coincides with its li- 
beration from Iraqi occupa- 
tion in February 1991. 

Royal family members, in- 
cluding His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah, Parliament 
deputies and trade and 
labour unionists also 
attended the reception. 


Aftershocks continue to jolt Aqaba; no damages 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A moderate 
earthquake measuring 5.3 
on the Richter scale shook 
the Gulf of Aqaba Mon- 
day morning, causing no 
damages or injuries, offi- 
cials said. 

The 30-second quake, 
which occurred at 9.20 
a.m. was felt by Aqaba 
residents. Its epicentre 
was located 90 kilometres 
south of Aqaba, accord- 
ing to Abdul Kader 
Amarat, director of the 


Natural Resource Au- 
thority (NRA). 

"This tremor was natu- 
ral and was of the after- 
shocks of the earthquake 
which jolted the area on 
Nov. 22," Mr. Amarat 
told the Jordan Times. 

He added that the area 
would continue to feel 
aftershocks for the next 
few months. 

“We cannot predict 
when the series of after- 
shocks will come to an 
end, but based on past 
experience it might take 
up to six months before 


the situation calms 
down,” he added. 

On Feb. 21, an earth- 
quake, also measuring 5.3 
on the Richter scale, hit 
the southern parts of 
Aqaba, causing no in- 
juries or damages. 


Captain Farid Share', 
director of the Public Re- 
lations Department at the 
Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD), said that 
the situation in Aqaba 
was normal and no dam- 
ages in the buildings or 
other facilities were re- 


ported. 

An Aqaba housewife 
said: “We have got used 
to having earthquakes. 
We were not scared this 
time. As soon as we felt 
this one we ran to one 
corner of our house to 
protect ourselves from 
any objects that might 
fall." 


Monday's earthquake 
also shook parts of Cairo 
and Israel from Tel Aviv 
to the southern port of 
Eilat, but there were no 
reports of injuries. 


Hussein Kamel. 37. and his 
brother Saddam Kamel. 35. 
returned to Iraq on Tuesday 
with the blessing of their 
father-in-law. Saddam Hus- 
sein. following six months in 
exile in Jordan. 

The two. another brother 
Hakim and their father were 
killed on Friday during an 
inter-family shootout which 
left five others dead at Hus- 
sein Kamel's home in Bagh- 
dad. according to official Ira- 
qi accounts. ' 

TbgkJocation of the defec- 
tors' bodies was not dis- 
closed. . 


Darawsheh 
to assure 
Yemen in 
island row 


Al Majd verdict set for March 18 


By a Iordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


SANAA (R) — An Arab 
member of the Israeli parlia- 
ment said on Monday he 
would assure Yemeni leaders 
j that Israel was not involved 
in a dispute over Red Sea 
islands between Yemen and 
< Eritrea. 

, Abdul Wahab Al Daraw- 
sheh said he was not carrying 
; a letter (torn Israeli Prime 
! Minister Shimon Peres to 
Yemeni President AH Abdul- 
lah Saleh, but that Mr. Peres 
had said Israel was neutral in 
the conflict. 

“As Arabs, we asked the 
Israeli government to clarify 
its attitude on the Yemeni- 
■‘Eritrean dispute and Peres 
has assured us that Israel’s 
stand is a neutral one now 
and in the future on this 
dispute,” Mr. Darawsheh 
told Reuters. 

"He told us that we can 
convey this attitude to Presi- 
dent Saleh and the Yemeni 
government. 


AMMAN — The Higher 
I Criminal Court said Sun- 
day it will issue its verdict 
on March 18 in the case of 
the chief editor of Al Majd 
weekly, Fahed Rimawi, 
who is charged with dis- 
rupting the Kingdom’s rela- 
tions with Bahrain. 

The charge against Mr. 
Rimawi is based on an arti- 
cle published in Al Majd 
last February by the exiled 
leader of the Bahraini 
popular committee, Abdul. 
Rahman Nueimi, calling 
for the removal of the chief 
of the security in Bahrain, 

' Ian Henderson, a Briton. 

Tbe article compared 
! Mr. Henderson with John 
Bagott Glubb, the British 
commander of the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces in the 
1950s, who was removed 
from his post by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein in 1956. 

Mr. Rimawi’s case is 
| based on a law that dates 
back to the 1960s and that 
has never been applied 
against journalists and wri- 
ters. If found guilty, Mr. 


Rimawi would face up to 
five years in prison. 

Leading columnist Fahed 
Fanek. one of those who 
testified in the case, wrote 
in one of his articles that 
such a case "does not fit the 
democratic era." He said 
that the law on which the 
charge was based “has 
been frozen and has never 
been used even during the 
martial law era.” 


In a reply published in Al 
Bilad weekly in which Dr. 
Fanek wrote his editorial, 
Mohammad Amin, direc- 
tor of the Press and Pub- 
lications Department, cal- 
led on Dr. Fanek to thank 
the government for its 
tolerance for not using the 
law against journalists and 
writers instead of criticising 
it. 


Mr. Amin said the article 
carried by Al Majd had 
serious implications on 
•Jordanian-Bahraini rela- 
tions and was the reason 
, behind Bahrain's decision 
to cancel an agreement to 
employ 1,500 Jordanians 
‘there. 


Witnesses in the case in- 
cluded former ministers of 
information Ibrahim Izze- 
dine and Ziad Khasawneh. 
Mr. Izzedine, who was 
minister of state for Prime 
Ministry Affairs when the 
article was published, testi- 
fied that the article did not 
influence Jordanian- 
Bahraini relations. 

The new cabinet of 
Abdul Karim Kabariti has 
promised sweeping changes- 
in the Kingdom, including 
the setting up of a commit- 
tee to investigate all cases 
filed by the government 
against journalists. But 
senior officials told the Jor- 
dan Times that die govern- 
ment did not intend to in- 
terfere in the affairs of the 
judicial authority, stressing 
the separation of powers 
and the independence of 
the judicial authority. 

Mr. Rimawi said there 
were “positive gestures” 
from the new government 
towards enhancing demo- 
cracy and promoting press 
freedoms. But, he said, 
they remained to be “just 
talk” for the time being. 


Serbs TZ 
continue ^ 


exodus 


from 

Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Thousands of weary Serbs on 


Monday began leaving their 
homes in Sarajevo districts 


homes in Sarajevo districts 
that are to come under the 
control of the Muslim-led 
Bosnian government, evacu- 
ated by the Bosnian Serb 
army under the eye of NATO 
peacekeepers. 

Loading their belongings 
into trucks, cars and carts, 
thousands of others have left 
Sarajevo In recent days fear- 
ing reprisals by their former 
enemies, the Muslims, when 
their homes fall. again into 
areas under Muslim control 
in March. 

Most of the Serbs, many of 
them elderly and unfit to 
pack up their homes, are 
heading for Serb-held towns 
in eastern Bosnia, including 
the northeastern town of 
Brcko — a town still claimed 
under the Dayton peace 
agreement by the Muslim-led 
government. 

Early Monday, at least 40 
Serb military trucks headed 
from Serb barracks outside 
Sarajevo to the grimy suburb 
of Iiijas to start loading up 
with people wishing to leave. 

When they arrived in the 
suburb, where an estimated 
3,000 to 4,000 people remain, 
they found small groups of 
people waiting, huddled 
together, complaining of the 
wait. 


“Yesterday (Sunday), we 
got bread but everyday we 
walk like this in the streets 
for the whole day and wait 
for transport,” said Vojka 
Rosuljas a small, thin 54- 
year-old woman, in Iiijas. 

Both Ms. Rosuljas and her 
friend, Vinka Kovacevic, said 
they had lost family members 
in the war and were afraid to 
stay and wait for the return of 
the Bosnian government au- 
thority. 


Back at the barracks, 
dozens of people^ ijuqib: with 
cold, their hair .stiff .'With. ice » 
had meanwhile spent the 
night out of doors waiting in 
. the hope of reserving a place 
on the trucks for them and 
their belongings to be trans- 
ported away from “Muslim 
Sarajevo." 


Outside the Serb barracks, 
French armoured personnel 
carriers and light tanks of the 
NATO-led peace Imple- 
mentation Force (IFOR)' 
were posted to provide secur- : 
ity on the road to Iiijas which 
passes through government- 
controlled Sarajevo. 

IFOR spokesman Major 
Tom Moyer said that IFOR, 
— sensitive to accusations* 
that it is helping in another ; 
operation of "ethnic cleans- 
ing" — was “not providing an 
escort though it will have a 
strong presence along the 
route." 


International aid agencies 
have, however, distanced 
themselves from the opera- 
tion, saying the hard-line. 
Bosnian Serb leadership has* 
intentionally misled its peo- 
ple in order to get- them to 
leave their homes, whipping 
up fears of the Muslim au- 
thorities. 

The ethnic problems of 
Bosnia were meanwhile 
being discussed in Croatia 
where the Bosnian and Croa- 
tian prime minsters met for 
talks. 


Bosnian Prime Minister 
Hasan Muratovic on Sunday 
told Bosnian radio he hoped 
the talks help improve the 
sometimes strained relations 
of the two countries and said 
be would ask Croatia to bring 
the hard-line Bosnian Croats 
into line on a string of agree- 
ments, notably over the trou- 
bled southern town of M os- 
tar. 
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Mostar, once a beautiful, 
town and tourist attraction, 
was shattered by 11 months 
of bitter Muslim-Croat fight- 
ing in 1993 and 1994 and has 
been since been divided be- 
tween Muslims living on the 
devastated east side and 
Croats on the more prosper- 
ous west side. 

In Sarajevo, doctors caring 
for Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic, who was hospi- 
talised Thursday with heart 
trouble, said his health has 
continued to improve over 
the weekend. 

In Tehran, the Iran News. 
English-language reported 
that Mr. Muratovic is to pay a 
three-day official visit to Iran 
starting Saturday to discuss 
bilateral ties and Islamic 
affairs. 


Teenager resumes 
solo round-world 
bid 


PERTH (R) — A 17-yeac- 
old Australian sailor. left 
Fremantle Harbour Mon- 
day on his second attempt ' 
to become the youngest 
person to sail solo and non-’ • 
stop around the world 
David Dicks was forced to 
abort - his first record bid 
last week, only three days 
into his journey, after a 
leak in his 10-metre yacht, 
Seaflight, damaged two of 
his long-range radios. The 
young sailor returned to 
Fremantle for repairs and 
further sea trials before 
resuming bis record at- 
tempt The record is held 
by American Robin Lee 
Graham, who left the west 
coast of America at the age 
of 16 in 1965 and took five 
years to sail around the 
world in his eight-metre 
sloop. Dove. Unlike Gra- 
ham, who stopped in many 
ports, Dicks plans to make 
his journey non-stop and is 
carrying all the provisions 
needed for the expected 
eight months at sea. A 
small crowd of wellwisbers 
and a flotilla of boats were - 
present to bid farewell to 
the young adventurer, who 
hopes to complete the 
26.780-naatical mile cir- 
cumnavigation in October. 
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China park ends 
starvation threat 
on tigers 


HONG KONG (R) — A 
troupe of Russian circus 
animals including 15 tigers 
and lions stranded in China 
in a business dispute have 
avoided starvation after a 
Chinese zoo agreed to feed 
them again, a newspaper 

reported Monday. Be' 
Shenzhen Safari Park, just 
over the border from Hong 
J£ong, agreed to jesume 
feeding rhe 31. animals 
after they went hungry far 
several days last week in a * 
quarrel over payments and 
arrangements for tbe circus 
to return to Moscow. Cir- 
cus trainer Edward Zapa- 
shny said representatives 
met the park’s show man- 
ager Hu Yinglong Sunday 
and he had agreed to feed, 
the animals, the South 
China Morning Post re- 
ported. Last week, die zoo 
stopped feeding the ani- 
mals, claiming foe circus 
bad overstayed and was 
making unreasonable 
claims. “We think every- 
thing will be all right now,” 
foe Hong Kong paper quot- 
ed Mr. Zapashny as saying. - 
“If all goes well with docu- 
mentation, we are hoping 
to leave within four days or 
so.” He said Mr. Hu also 
agreed to pay $15,000 in 
compensation for three 
horses and two tigers that 
died during the circus’s 
three-year performance 
contract which ended last 
month. Independent Hong 
Kong veterinarian Gail 
Cochrane went to Shen- 
zhen last week to examine 
the animals. She said they 
were in relatively good 
health and that she was also 
attending meetings to tty to 
help solve tbe dispute 
between the circus and the 
zoo, the newspaper said 




Vietnam’s ban on 
firecrackers shows 


success 


HANOI (AFP) — Viet- 
nam’s campaign to eradi- 
cate the use of firecrackers 
met with unprecedented 
success during last week’s 
Tet Festival, when foe 
death toll from explosives 
fell to zero for the first 
time. In Hanoi, the' police 
were “100 per cent on 
duty” during the first two 
days of the festiyaLand foe 
operation to clamp .down 
on firecrackers “represent- 
ed a great victory," a police 
spokesman in foe capital . 
said Monday. Around -25 
people were detained for 
minor offences in 
tion with firecracker 3°** 
tbe police, registered; 35 
explosive-related offences. . 
In Ho Chi Mirih City. 34 i 
people were detained * 
possession of firegigjS?#?-' 
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